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of a private nature, but the Govern-
ment is not anxious and does not Intend
to answer the question I asked In relation
to the Trades Hall building.

When we turn to the question asked by
my colleague Mr. Willmott, which was
couched In parts from (a) to (o). parts
of the question were answered and parts
were not answered. So again the Govern-
ment is being selective about the ques-
tions It wants to answer on matters of
Public concern.

Mr. President. I entirely agree with the
remarks you made earlier this afternoon
when you said this House is in contro of _
its own affairs and we do not want to be
told by a Minister who does not want to
answer a question that the question Is
inadmissible. You say the question I
have asked is admissible and is of public
interest. Somebody in the Government
says it is not and invokes the provision on
page 354 of Erskine May's Parliamentary
Practice to. get out of answering the ques-
tion.

I would like to direct my remarks
straight to the Leader of the House. 1
realise the Position he and his colleagues
are in. I said earlier that I know they
are answering questions for their colleagues
in another Place. But once You, Mr. Presi-
dent, say a question is admissible and Is
in proper form, the member who asked that
question is, I feel, entitled to get an answer.

I leave it on this basis: Will Mr. Willesee,
as Leader of the Government in this House,
confer with whoever is responsible for com-
piling the answers to the questions I asked?
It was a clever answer. I am not a fool
and I realise when I make a mistake.
Whoever answered the question saw
straight through it and thought to put it
off by saying, "If you want some specific
information I will give it to you." I camne
up with a request for some specific infor-
mation and the answer was still, "No."
* Will the Leader of the House confer with
his ministerial colleague-the Premier or
one of the other Ministers--and tell him
what the President of this Chamber has
said in relation to the control of this
House and matters dealing with this
House? Will he ask the Minister concerned
whether or not I am to receive an answer
to my question?

If I still get a negative answer, then I
will do something about it, because I re-
gard it as being a very serious matter of
public interest. 'Wherever I go people raise
with me the question, "What Is this business
about the Labor Government guaranteeing
its own political party in putting up a
building in Beaufort Street?"

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: You are not the
only one.

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: I am sure
I am not the only one. I therefore regard
this as being certainly a matter of great
Public interest about which the Public is
entitled to be Informed.

This matter is being discussed In another
Place. I cannot enter into that discussion
and I do not want to do so at this point
of time. I repeat my request to the Min-
Ister: that he reconsider the question I
asked him regarding the tabling of these
papers and that he also specifically give
answers to the questions I have asked.

Question Put and passed.
House adjourned at 8.36 p.m.

irgoaftir
Wednesday, the l3th September, 1972

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (55): ON NOTICE
1. TEACHERS

Bookshops Operators

Mr. O'NEIL, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) How many teachers have been

given approval to engage privately
In operating bookshops?

(2) what are their names and at what
schools are they currently em-
ployed?

(3) Who was the successful tenderer
for the supply of primary schools
reading materials, Quotation No.
E.D.36 which closed on '7th July,
1972?

(4) What were the details of this
tender?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) One teacher has been given ap-

proval to be the registered owner
of a bookshop.

(2) Mr. N. C. Hutchinson, John For-
rest Senior high school.

(3) Quotation E.D.36 was for the
supply of 1 only G.B.C. europa 16
bin collator for Churchlands
teachers' college. Quotation E.D.
360 was for the Supply of reading
materials for primary schools.
This quotation was shared by nine
firms, viz.:

Bookiand Pty. Ltd.
Carrolls Pty. Ltd.
Dominic W.A. Pty. Ltd.
Rigby Ltd.
Whitcombe and Tombs Pty. LWd.
E.' S. Wigg & Son Pty. Ltd.

*D. & E. Wooldridge.
Hicks Smith & Sons Pty. LWd,
H. J. Ashton Co. Pty. Ltd.

(4) The quotation called for the supply
of reading materials on a line-by-
line basis and required firms to



3230 ASSEMBLY.)

quote on the basis of Australian
retail Price less a discount. There,
were 96 separate lines Involving
nearly 1,00 titles and discounts
ranged from 28% to 521%.

Mr. ONeil: What was the total value,
roughly?

2. KWflNANA HIGH SCHOOL
Fire

Mr. RUSHTQN, to the Minister for
Education:

Will he advise the House regarding
the Kwinana high school fire-
(a) the cause;
(b) the extent of damage Includ-

ing east;
(c) the measures taken to accom-

modate the students and
teachers;,

(d) when the damage or destroyed
facilities will be replaced?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(a) The report of the police In-

vestigations Is not yet to hand.
(b) Rooms and contents-

(I) Destroyed-Senior mis-
tress' office and store, sick
bay, medical inspection
room, home science room
and associated fitting
room, senior master's
office, typing room.

(Ii) Partly destroyed-crafts
room.

(iii) Damaged-laundry, dress-
making room, one class-
room, boys' changeroom.

A detailed estimate is current-
ly being prepared.

(c) All groups of students were
satifactorily accommodated by
the re-allocation of existing
classrooms.
It has been necessary for some
sharing of office accommoda-
tion to be arranged by the
principal.

(d) Damaged areas were repaired
immediately. Public tenders
will be called in approximately
one month to replace destroy-
ed facilities. Completion to be
effected within three months
of a tender being let.

3. SEWERAGE
Total Connections: Metropolitan Area

Mr. RUSHTON. to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) What 'would be the estimated

total cost of connecting all estab-
lishments in the metropolitan

area to deep sewerage and show-
Ing particularly the cost of-
(a) reticulation mains;
(b) trunk mains;
(c) treatment plants?

(2) Would this entail provision for
increased water stored or reticu-
lated?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), what money would
be required for this purpose?

(4) Is there a significant difference In
soil Permeability In Australian
capital cities as It relates to pro-
vision of sewerage services?

(5) If "Yes" to (4), will he equate the
relativity of sewerage services
provided in each capital city?

(6) Will he express as a percentage
for the metropolitan area--
(a) the extent of the present

establishments and blocks
deep sewered;

(b) the extent of properties It is
impractical to connect;

(c) the extent of properties re-
quiring early connection;

(d) because of soil types and
block sizes, the extent of
properties It Is reasonable to
connect in next five, ten, 15,
20 years;

(e) the extent of properties It Is
reasonable to maintain ser-
viced by septic tanks?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:

(b)
(c)

$
Reticulation mains 68,000,0 00
Trunk mains .... 7,000,000
Treatment plants . 5.000,000

Total........ .. 80.000,000

(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) Yes.
(5) This question is not completely

understood but the latest informa-
tion available is that the following
percentages of population in the
capital cities other than Perth, is
served by deep sewerage:-

Sydney .... ......... 83
Melbourne..... ........ 85
Adelaide...........over 90
Brisbane...... ...... over 70
Hobart and Canberra-Figures

are not available.
(5) (a) Approximately 49%.

(b) Prom an engineering point of
view it Is possible to sewer
any property but the practic-
ability depends on the finan-
cial aspects.
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(c) Not available. In general,
sewerage is required most
urgently in clay areas or where
a high water table exists or
where septic tanks have failed.

(d) This will depend on availabil-
ity of finance, where land is
developed, block size adopted,
and so on and cannot be
accurately answered.

(e) Control of septic tanks is not
under the supervision of the
Metropolitan Water Board.

4. LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Boundaries Commission Report

Mr. HUTCHINSON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Local
Government:
(1) Has he as yet received the review

or report an metropolitan muni-
cipal boundaries which he earlier
requested of the local Government
boundaries commission?
If so, will he table It?
If not, when does he expect to
receive It?
Is it likely that any part or parts
of it would be Implemented by
the Government before the re-
view or the report was made
public?
T. D. EVANS replied:
No.
Answered by (1).
Approximately November.
No.

FIREARMS
Use in Crimes

Mr. GRAYDEN, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Police:
(1) What statistics are available on

the unlawful use of firearms In
Western Australia?

(2) How many-
(a) accidental deaths and shoot-

ings;
(b) murders;
(c) armed robberies,
have occurred with licensed fire-
arms and how many with un-
licensed ones?

(3) How many of these offences have
been committed with high power-
ed firearms and how many with
.22 rimfire rifles?

Mr. MAY replied:
As no time has been given In the
question asked by the Member, the
statistics given In the reply are for
the twelve months ended 30th
June, 1972.

(2)
(3)

(4)

Mr.
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(1) 77 offences were committed by
persons unlawfully using firearms.

(2) (a) Accidental deaths-S.
Shootings,-14 by rifles, 3 by
shotguns and 1 by a conceal-
able firearn.

(b) Murders-S5 by rifles and 2 by
concealable weapons.

(c) Armed robberies-S.
Statistics do not Identify the fire-
arms as being licensed or unlicen-
sed.

(3) Statistics do not show the calibre
of the firearm.

6. TRAFFIC CONTROL
Report of Superintendent Monclc
Mr. RUJSHTON, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Police:
(1) Will he now table the report sub-

mitted by Superintendent Monck
of his research, observations and
recommendations relating to traf-
fic control following his recent
special overseas visit?

(2) If the report Is not yet to hand,
when can he be expected to table
a copy of the report in Parlia-
ment?

Mr. MAY replied:
(1) and (2) The report submitted by

Superintendent Moneck is still re-
ceiving consideration. Arrange-
ments are In hand for copies to be
made available to all members of
Parliament and copies will be
tabled In both Houses of Parlia-
ment within the next three weeks.
The recommendations associated
with this report will be submitted
to Cabinet for its consideration
and following Cabinet's decision
the question of tabling the recom-
mendations In both Houses will be
considered.

7. STATE SHIPPING SERVICE
Modification o/ Vessels

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Min-
ister representing the Minister for
Transport:
(1) What are the prospects of the

proposed modifications to State
Shipping Service vessels being
undertaken in Western Australia,
having regard for available facili-
ties for such work?

(2) If the facilities are available in
Western Australia, what degree of
preference will be given to local
tenderers?

(3) If the facilities are not available
in Western Australia, what are
the deficiencies in local facilities?
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Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) Until tenders are received from

firms lnter~sted in carrying out
the modifications in Western Aus-
tralla. the prospects cannot bW
forecast. It is considered that
facilities now lacking in Western
Australia could be organised by a
successful tenderer.,

(2) Every available consideration
would be given to local tenderers.

(3) At present the port of Fremantle
lacks a proper outfitting and re-
pair berth with adjacent work-
shops, adequate craneage and
electrical power at wharf face.

8. ARDATH SCHOOL
Cool Water Drinking Unit

Mr. GAYFER, to the Minister for
Education:

When is it proposed to install a
cool-water drinking unit at the
Ardath school?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied;
Ardath is listed for the provision
of a cool water unit but because
of the large number of schools
awaiting this service It is not
known when the unit will actually
be Installed.

9. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Corrigin Office

Mr. GAYPER, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

When Is it Proposed to erect the
Planned offices for the Department

-of Agriculture in Corrigin?
* Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:

There Is no current proposal to
erect an office of the Department
of Agriculture at Corrigin.

10. COURTHOUSE
Brookton

Mr. GAYFER, to the Attorney-Gen-
eral:

Mr, DAVIES replied:
The Provision of a new quarters
building at Quiradlng Hospital
has not a high priority and no
provision has been made on the
19 72-73 financial programme, At
this stage I am unable to give a
date when the work is likely to
proceed.

Mr. O'Neil: Shame!
Sir David Brand: I was going to ask

a question about the Three Springs
Hospital, but I won't now.

12. CORRIGIN HIGH SCHOOL
Library

Mr. GAYFER, to the Minister for
Works:

When is It proposed to erect new
library facilities at Corrigin junior
high school?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
Tenders will be called, closing on
10th October, for a resource centre,
which incorporates amongst other
facilities a library. It is schedul-
ed for completion for the 1973
school year.

Mr. O'Neil: Success at last.

13. YORK HIGH SCHOOL
Library

Mr. GAYFER, to the Minister for
Works:

When is it proposed to erect new
library facilities at York junior
high school?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
A tender has been let for a re-
source centre, which incorporates
amongst other facilities a library.
It is scheduled for completion for
the 1973 school year.

14.

When Is It proposed to erect the
planned courthouse at Brookton?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
The project is included in the
draft loan estimates for 1973-74.
The commencing date will depend
on availability of funds.

Sir David Brand: Glorious uncertainty.
Mr. T. D. EVANS: You were the

author of that formula.
The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

11. QUAJRADING HOSPITAL
Nurser Quarters

Mr. GAYWER, to the Minister for
Health:

When is it proposed to erect new
nurses quarters at Quairading
Hospital?

HIGH SCHOOLS
Maintenance of Buildings

Mr. MENSAROS. to the Minister for
Works:-
(1) What is the usual time (number

of years after completion) when
general-
(a) external;
(b) Internal,
maintenance is done to newly built
high school buildings?

(2) When is the external maintenance
due to be started and finished at
the City Beach high school?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) (a) 5-7 years.

(b) 7-10 years-
Dependent upon the building loca-
tion and its condition.
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(2) External maintenance to the ad-
ministration and adjoining section
of City Beach high school is pro-
grammed to commence mid-March
1973 and be complete by June,
1973.

15. NATIONAL PARKS
Ministerial Conference:

Recommendations
Mr. MENSAROB, to the Minister for
Lands:
(1.) Did he attend the sixth ministerial

conference on national parks in
Sydney on 22nd June, 1972?

2)As a result of this conference,
'What requests and recommenda-
tions were made for legislative or
administrative actions by the
States?

Mr, H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) -Yet.
(2) No requests were made for urgent

legislative action.
Items suggested for investigation
with a view to possible legislation
included-

-(a) Creation of marine national
parks.

(b) Review of the taxation con-
cession for land clearing.

(c) Income tax concessions on
gifts and donations to nation-
al parks authorities.

All States expressed concern at the
threat of mining to national parks
and agreed on the necessity for
appropriate legislation to provide
Protection to these areas,
Numerous agenda Items related to
administrative action Including-
(a) Symbol signs.
(b) Listing of scientific research

* programmes.
(c) Bi-dnnual register of national

parks and equivalent areas;
and

* (d) dangerous activities and uni-
formity of regulations.

18. NATURAL AND TOWN GAS
- Rate of Flow

Mr. MdENSAROS, to the Minister for
Electricity,

Could he give the figures showing
the rate of flow in cubic feet per
hour of-

* (a) natural gas; and
(b) town gas.
respectively, Passing through two
household meters where the nums-
ber of jets open and burning in
each home is- identical?

flog)

Mir. MAY replied:-
* Assuming identical appliances in

each house correctly adjusted for
the gas supplies then the rate of

* flow of gas to the appliances will
be inversely proportional to the
heating values of the gases sup-
plied.
For town gas at 512 Btu/c.ft. and
natural gas at 1,035 Btu/c.ft. the
rate of flow of natural gas would
be

* 512
* - (or approximately half) that

1,035
of town gas.

17. MEDICAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH
* DEPARTM(ENTS

Land at West Perth
Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Min-
ister for Health:

*(1) What land is owned by the Med-
ical and Public Health Depart-
ments and/or by any Govern-
ment instrumentality on behalf of
these departments in the West
Perth area including' in the Ord
Street and Rheola Street general
areas?

(2) What further land acquisitions are
contemplated in this area?

* (3) For what purposes was this land
acquired or is proposed to be
acquired?

(4) (a:) Was any of this or other land
* acquired as a potential site

for Medical and, Health De-
partment offices and associ-
ated accommodation such as
is currently under negotiation
for the Trades Hall building

-project;

(b) If so, which land was acquired
for the purpose and why has
the original Purpose been
abandoned or deferred?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
This question was not framed
quite as concisely as the Leader
of the Opposition usually frames
his questions, but I hope the fol-
lowing information will answer his
question:-

(1) (a) Medical Department-Nil.
(b) Public Health Department-

16 and 18 Rheola. Street, 1118
and 1305 Hay Street.,

(c) Mental Health Services--82,
84 and 86 Thomas Street, 53.
55, 57, 67 and 71 Ord Street,
4 and 6 Rheola Street. 1 and
3 Havelock Street.

(2)
(.3)

None.
(1) Public Health Department-
18 and 18 Rheola Street-for

infant health headquarters
and for health services centre.
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1118 Hay Street--for infant
health purposes, now occupied
by Public Health Department
laboratories.

1305 Hay Street-for epidemiol-
ogy headquarters, now occu-
pied by slow learning child-
ren's group.

(h) Mental Health Services-
1 Havelock Street-for Havelock

clinic.
3 Havelock Street-for Mental

Health Services headquarters.
82, 84 and 86 Thomas Street,

53, 55, 5'7, 67 and 71 Ord
Street and 4 and 6 Rheola
Street-for Irrabeens. Centre.

(4) (a) Thought was given to the sug-
gestion that an office building
to accommodate all medical,
public health and mental
health officers be erected on
the Ord/Rheola Streets site.
A feasibility study in August,
1970, indicated that there was
insufficient land even with the
acquisition of the remaining
blocks to accommodate both
Irrabeena Centre and admin-
istrative offices allowing for
future expansion, and that to
proceed with staged construc-
tion of administrative build-
ings only would mean serious
dislocation of the operations
of the various clinics then
located on the site and their
eventual removal to another
site.

(b) Not applicable-see answer to
(3).

18. DRY DOCK AND OIL RIG
CONSTRUCTION

Sites
Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Min-
ister for Works:
(1) What progress has been made in

discussions with the Common-
wealth Goverrnent about the
location and development of a
major dry dock installation In
Cockburn Sound-.
(a) on Garden Island; or
(b) other than on Garden Island?

(2) If the Commonwealth decision Is
not to build a dry dock for naval
and for commercial use on Gard-
en island, what site will be offered
by the State Government to poten-
tial developers of a dry dock else-
where in Cockburn Sound capable
of taking giant sized bulk carriers
and smaller ships as well as naval
ships?

(3) (a) Where does the G overhment
propose that the' first of the
oil rigs will be built in Cock-
burn Sound;

19.

(b) what size area is to be made
available,

(c) will this be on a leasehold or
freehold basis?

(4) What additional sites are avail-
able if more than one company
is successful in their bids to build
some of the many oil rigs required
for drilling off our coast?

Mr. JAMIESON replied;
(1) Initial approaches on this matter

have been made by the Premier.
(2) Not decided, pending result of

negotiations indicated in (1).
(3) (a) Several sites are being con-

sidered in conjunction with
representatives of tendering
companies.

(b) Depends on user requirements.
(c) Leasehold.

(4) Apart from Cockburn Bound, Bun-
bury appears to offer the only
other alternative.

LAND
AvailabilityI and Price

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Premier;
(1) Which of the Cabinet Ministers is

responsible for watching the move-
ment in-
(a) the availability of land for

residential and industrial pur-
poses; and

(b) the price movements of such
land?

(2) (a) What are the latest figures in
the index used by the Govern-
ment for assessing land prices
for a representative number
of different areas within the
metropolitan area and what
have been the changes In
prices in the last 18 months
for comparable land in these
areas;

(b) if no such index is used, will
he please supply the informa-
tion from such sources as are
available to the Government
and also explain the methods
used by the Government to
check on land availability and
price movements?

(3) Is the Government satisfied with
the availability and the movement
in land prices?

(4) (a) Has the Government any
plans for placing on the
market substantial numbers
of residential and industrial
blocks which have been sub-
divided with services provided
by the Government or a Gov-
ernment Instrumentality; and
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(b) if so, what are the localities
and the medium through
which sales will be made and
the prices at which such land
will be made available?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) (a) and (b) This responsibility is

Jointly shared by the Minister
for Town Planning, the Min-
ister for Development and
Decentralisation, and the Min-
ister for Housing.

(2) (a) and (b)-
(i) There is no index and I doubt

If one could be devised that
would satisfactorily meet all
requirements. A close watch
is kept on advertisements in
the property market sections
of the newspapers and these
give a broad indication of the
land-price situation. As an
example, advertisements in the
Press last weekend showed
that buyers were being sought
for land in the following
widely-separated areas of the
Region at the prices quoted-

Roleystone (blocks from
$2,850).

Rockingham Park (from
$2,975).

Armadale (from $3,250).
Spearwood (from $3,900).
Whitfords. (from $4,200).

0ii) Graphs have been kept of land
auction prices but these are
recognised as of limited value
as it is difficult to equate the
varying locational and en-
vironmental factors affecting
blocks In different areas.
These graphs, however, show a
marked steadying of the situ-
ation compared with the per-
iod of the land-price boom. A
useful indication of the land-
price market is given by prices
paid at the Rural and Indus-
tries Bank auctions in Ham-
ersley. Statistics show that
the average price paid over
the last four years was:-

1968 .... 4,748
1969 ... 4,629
1970 .. 4,533
1971 .... 4,578

At the last auction in Febru-
ary this year the average price
paid was $4,595 and the range
was between $3,600 and $5,600.
It Is worth noting that, at the
December, 1968 auction, the
price range was between $4,000
and $6,000.

(III) The close contact maintained
between officers of the Town
Planning Department, district
planning committees and the
Planning omfcers of local auth-
orities keeps the department
well Informed of the situation
in different parts of the
region. The land and hous-
ing consultative committee,
responsible to the Minister for
Town Planning, also constant-
ly reviews the availability and
Price of residential blocks.

(3) Yes. If there were not a satis-
factory availability of land It is
unlikely that developers would be
spending money on full or half-
Page advertisements in the news-
papers trying to attract buyers.
Bearing in mind the rise in the
cost of living Index over the last
four years, I consider that a price
range of between $3,000 and $4,500
for fully-serviced blocks compares
extremely favourably with the
situation at the time of the land-
Price boom. It must be realised
that developers will no longer es-
tablish very large numbers of ser-
viced blocks a long way ahead of
demand because of the high cost
of development and high holding
charges. However, the necessary
planning approvals have been
given, the developers' infrastruc-
ture exists, and public utility ser-
vices are available to establish
blocks quickly as they are needed.

(4) (a) and (b) Not at present be-
yond those which are being
made available-in the case
of residential land-by the
State Housing Commission
under its normal conditions of
sale at various localities such
as Mirrabooka, Langford and
Kwinana; the M.R.P.A. at
Kelmscott; the R. & IL Bank at
Hamersley and Karrinyup;
and-in the case of industrial
blocks-the Industrial Lands
Development Authority at
Kewdale, Coogee, Rocking-
ham, Kwinana, Bassendean-
Bayswater and Jandakot at
realistic market values and
with building restrictions.

20. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Conversion of "~Lake Barrine,

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Min-
ister for Development and Decentral-
isation:
(1) What are the prospects of con-

version of the ship Lake Barrine
to an oil drilling vessel in West-
ern Australia?

(2) If the facilities are available In
Western Australia for the convers-
Ion, what steps have been taken to
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encourage and assist local tender-
era so that thiey can be competi-
tive?

(3) If the facilities do not exist in
Western Australia, what are the

*M.deficiencies in our facilities?M.GRAHAM replied:
(1) At this stage work has not been

completed on the design of the
proposed vessel, but there is every
indication that the work will be
undertaken in Western Australia.

(2) The firmi has been assured of
facilities to carry out the work in
the Fremantle harbour on favour-
able terms.

(3) It is understood that local facili-
ties are adequate.

21. BUNBURY POST OFFICE
Lease o/ Old Building

Mr. WILLIAMS, to the Attorney-Gen-
eral:
(1) Is it a fact that the lease on the

old Bunbury post office is not to
be renewed?

(2) When does this lease expire, and
when was it first known the lease
would not be renewed?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Lease expires on 16th February,

1973. Notice of non-renewal re-
ceived 3rd March, 1972.

22. TRADES HALL BUILDINGO
PROJECT

Government Guarantee
Mr. WILLIAMS, to the Premier:

To gain the proposed guarantee of
$1.9 million, what equity is being
Provided by the developers of the
new Trades Hall project in-
(a) cash;
(b) other?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(a) NIL
(b) Site for building.

23. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Aluvest Alumina Refinery,

Mr. WILLIAMS, to the Minister for
Development and Decentralisation:
(1) At what stage are negotiations

with Aiwest for the establishment
of an alumina refinery?

(2) On what site Is the refinery to be
established?

(3) Is Alwest negotiating to sell the
land it holds at Picton Junction?

(4) Is the Government considering
- amendments to the Alumina Re-

finery (Bunbury) Agreement Act?

()If so. to what sections and/or
clauses and to what extent?

(8) Will these amendments be placed
before Parliament this session?

Mr.
(1)

24.

GRAHAM repied:
Subject to extensions of time by
the Minister, the company has un-
til 31st December, 1972, to serve a
notice on the Minister that it
wishes to Proceed with the agree-
ment.
The company has almost com-
pleted its investigations of the ore
bodies, mine and works sites and
is now endeavouring to attract
additional partners to assist in
financing the project.

(2) The particular site has not yet
been decided.

(3) No.,
(4) The need for amendments to the

Alumina Refinery (Bunbury)
Agreement Act will partly depend
on the site finally approved for the
refinery and red mud disposal
areas, and partly on changes, If
any, sought by the company be-
cause of the more difficult market-
ing situation for alumina now pre-
vailing and the outcome of negoti-
ations referred to in (1).

(5) Answered by (4).
(6) Not known.

PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENT

Architectural Dlivision
Mr. HUTCHINSON, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) What was the staff numbers of

the architectural division of the
Public Works Department as of-
(a) 30th June, 1970;
(b) 30th June, 1971;
(c) 30th June, 1972?

(2) Is it expected that any change in
the 1972 figure will take place in
this and the next financial years?

(3) If so, what is the expected
trend with whatever detail he can
provide?

(4) Is it the Governmient's intention
to hold the number of employees
in the division to a certain level?

(5) If so. will he give this level?
(6) If not, will he explain why?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) (a) 435;

(b) 468;
(c) 488.

(2) Staff budget requirements for
1972-73 are being considered at
present by the Treasury and the
Public Service Board.
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(3) to (8) The trend of staff numbers
is difficult to forecast, being de-
pendent on the funds made avail-
able for building projects.

25. PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMEN4T

Dfay, Labour Work Force
Mr. HUTCHINSON, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) What was the strength of the day

labour workforce in construction
and maintenance of the Public
Works Department as of-
(a) 30th June. 1970;
(b) 30th June, 1971;
(c) 30th June, 1972?

(2) Is it expected that any change in
the 1972 figures will take place
this and the next financial year?

'(3) If so, what is the expected trend?
(4) Is it the Government's intention

to hold this workforce at a certain
level?

(5) If so, will he give this level?
(6) If not, will he explain why?
Mr. JAMIESON replied:.

Tradesmen Apprentices
(1) (a) 656 152

(b) 691 159
(c) 860 184

(2) to (6) The trend of the day
labour work force numbers is dif-
ficult to forecast, being dependent
on the funds made available for
building purposes.

28.' LAND AGENTS
SUPERVISORY BOARD

Legal Work
Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Attorney-
General:-
(1) What solicitors do the legal work

for the land agents supervisory
board?

(2) Is any member of the board also a
member of the legal firm concern-
ed?

Mr-. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Messrs. Muir and Nicholson.
(2) No, although the chairman states

he acts as a consultant to the
firm.

27. AIR TRANSPORT
T.A.A. and M.M.A.; Timetables

Mr. O'CONNOR. to the Minister
representing the Minister for Trans-
port:
(1) With T.A.A. coming into the local

air movement has the Minister
taken steps to ensure that T-A.A.
will not run on the same schedules,

leavihk a 6oit and arriving at a
destination at the same tine as
M.M.A. flights?

(2) (a) if so, will the Minister give
details of steps taken;

(b) it not, will the Minister take
steps so that varying flight
times are arranged?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) T.AXA has not yet submitted pro-

posals as regards Its operation of
air services in Western Australia.

(2) (a) -and (b) Approval of time-
tables wll be on the basis of
separating fights by T-A.A.
and MvLA. as far as practic-

* able consistent with the public
* interest.

28. MAIN ROADS DEPARTMENT
Low Loaders

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Has the Main Roads Department

recently purchased any low load-
ers?

(2) If so, will he advise-
(a) the cost;
(b) the anticipated work require-

ment;
(c) why one of the many idle low

loaders owned privately could
not be used in view of the
lack of transport work caus-
ing difficulty to miany owners
in paying road maintenance
tax?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) The Main Roads Department has

not purchased a complete low
loader unit for almost two years.
However, 3 Prime movers were
recently purchased for use withi
existing low loader trailers.

(2) (a) The total cost of the 3 prime
movers was $71,703.

(b) These vehicles are used for
th6 transport of plant,
machinery, skid mounted ac-
commodation and similar
heavy road construction
equipment.

(c) The Main Roads Department's
low loaders are made to a
special design to suit the
needs of the varying types of
loads requiring transporta-
tion. Although work is inter-
mittent the transporter must
be available promptly to avoid
delay on the job. The trans-
porters are required in various
parts of the State and where
suitable private transporters
are not always available.

29. This question was postponed.
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30. HIGH SCHOOLS
Reading Tests

Mr. A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Education:
(1) What reading tests are administ-

ered for. comparability purposes by
the board of secondary education
to students in their first term of
high school?

(2) What are the details of retardation
in reading achievement revealed
on a State-wide basis by the
administration of these tests?

(3) How many high schools use their
tests as a basis for a remedial
reading scheme?

(4) To what extent Is the Daniels and
Diack Graded Test of Reading
Experience administered for first-
year high school students?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) None, but an English comparabi-

-lity test which Includes reading
comprehension is administered.

(2) These tests have not been designed
to provide details of retardation
in reading achievement and such
information is not available.

(3) None. These tests are not suitable
for use as the basis for a reme-
dial reading scheme.

(4) The use of this test in high school
is generally limited to the identifi-
cation of those students likely to
need remedial reading assistance.

31. EDUCATION
Retarded Reading: Grade VII Classes

Mr. A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Education:

What percentage of children in
grade VII classes in primary
schools are revealed by guidance
officer testing to be-
(a) one year;
(b) two years:
(e) three years;
(d) four or more years,
retarded in their reading ages?

Mr. T'. D. EVANS replied:
The guidance branch does not test
all grade 7 children for reading
ability and it is therefore not pos-
sible to determine the percentages
in these categories.

32. EDUCATION
Guidance Branch: Referrals

Mr. A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Education:
(1) How many-

(a) Primary school;
(b) secondary school,
students were referred In each of
the years 1989, 1970, 1971 to the
schools guidance branch for diag-
nostic and/or behavioural reasons?

* (2) What percentage of those referred
is it estimated were in need of
,such treatment because of failure
to achieve academically?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) All referrals to the guidance

branch are for diagnostic purposes
but the records do not differen-
tiate any further. The numbers
referred were--

19q69 ... 4,073
1970 .... 3,464
1971 .... 3,507

of whom the majority would be
from primary schools.

(2) Almost 100%.

33. CHILDl WELFARE
Juvenile Offenders: Aptitude

Mr. A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Com-
munity Welfare:
(1) Are there any studies of young

offenders in Western Australia
which show whether their abilities
or attainments are markedly dif-
ferent from the norm f or-
(a) literacy;,
(b) cerebral dominance;
(c) muscular co-ordination;
(d) visuo-motor function?

(2) If so, what do such studies indi-
cate?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied;
(1) No. Young offenders who are

committed to the care of the
Department for Community
Welfare are individually screened
for literacy. However, no specific
studies have been carried out re-
lating them as a group to a
normal population in the West-
ern Australian community.
Where there appears to be mal-
function in the areas referred to,
appropriate treatment on an in-
dividual basis is arranged if this
is available.
In the absence of any properly
conducted studies no conclusion
can be reached that would enable
the department to generalise con-
cerning the extent to which young
offenders display deficiency In the
areas of function that have been
mentioned.

34, TEACHERS
Inservice Training: Identification of

Disabilities
Mr. A. R. TONKCIN, to the Minister
for Education:

What in-service training is given
to primary and secondary State
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school teachers to assist them to
identify students suffering from
specific learning disabilities?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
This matter Is not dealt with by
in-service courses. The profes-
sional training of teachers enables
them to identify children with
learning Problems and provision is
made for these children to be re-
ferred to the guidance branch if
necessary.

35. TOWN PLAlNING
Kelmscott Scheme: Treasury
Expenditure and Purchases

Mr. RUSBHTON, to the Treasurer:
(1) What was the total sum invested

by the Treasury in the MVR.P.A.
No. 4 (Kehnscott Scheme) for all
purposes?

(2) How much of this outlay has been
recovered in sale of blocks to date?

(3) Has the Treasury in fact pur-
chased broad acres of land In this
scheme through the M.R.P.A.?

(4) If so, what is the extent of these
purchases?

Mr. J. T. TONEfl' replied:
(1) $758,590.86.
(2) $430,364.80.

(3) No0.
(4) Answered by (3).

36. HOUSIG
Arnladaie-Kelmscott Shire:

Constructions
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Housing:

Will he advise the following in-
formation as to State Housing
Commission homes built In the
Shire of Armadale-Kelmnscott In
the last 18 months,-
(a) number In each area;
(b) Purchase (showing numbers of

bedrooms);
(c) rental (showing numbers of

bedrooms) ?
Mr. MAY (for Mr. Bickerton) repiear

(a) to (c)-
Purchase

Arraadalk

3: br. - 4 br. 5 br.

9 2 ..

37. TOWN PLANNING
Kelmscott Scheme: Developmnent Costs,

and Price
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Town Planning:
(1) What has been the development

costs (per block) to date of the
land developed in the M.R.PA.
No. 4 (Kelmscott) Scheme?

(2) Will he advise the range of prices
for which these blocks have been
sold and the number of blocks in
each price bracket?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) $1,615. -

(2) Lots have been sold by the owners
and the information sought is not
available to the authority.

38. ARMACDALE-KELMSCOfl
DISTRICT MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

Swimming Pool
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) What additional buildings and

equipment are to be provided at
the Armadale-Kelmscott District
Memorial Hospital this financial
year?

(2) Has he, as Promised, discussed
with the president of the hospital
ladies auxiliary the installation of
the swimming pool?

(3) If not, will he now let me know
the factors which have caused him
to withhold his consent for the
installation of the swimming pool?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) The new oper~ating theatre suite

will be commenced. Items of
equipment to be installed upon
completion of building in 1973-74
have yet to be determined.

(2) Not yet.
(3) I refer to my reply to the Mem-

ber's question No. 28 of 2nd May,
1972.

39.

Sub
total

CROSSWALK
-Armadaie High School

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) When will the "no standing" area,

100 feet either side of the cross-
walk over the South Western
Highway in front of the Armadale
senior high school be instituted?

ReDta
3Sbr. 4 br. 5Sbr. Sub

total
Total

11 6 3 -1 10 21
Kemot 3 1 33 8 5 2 1.5 48
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(2) If the department does not intend
to act, upon the police recom-
mendation in July for this safety
precaution to be provided, will he
advise me the reasons for this
decision?

Mr. JAMCIESON replied:

(1) and' (2) The Main Roads Depart-
ment's inv~estigations into the
Provision of this "no standing"
restriction are well advanced, and
a submission will shortly go for-
ward to the Minister for Polle
and Transport, recommending
that it be imposed.

40. KINDERGARTENS
.Inistitutions, Enrolments and

Supervisors
Mr. BRYCE, to -the Minister
Education:

for

(1) How does th e Education Depart-
ment categorise pre-school institu-
tions in Western Australia?

(2) How many such institiitions in
each category are there in Western
Australia?

(3) What Percentage of current elig-
ible Western Australian children
are receiving some form of pre-
school education?

(4) How many pre-school supervisors
are at present employed by the
Education Department?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) (a) Child minding centres care

for children while the parent
* is engaged in another acti-

vity.-
(b) Play centres are for-the pur-

Pose of activity and social
* interaction.

* (c) Kindergartens are concerned
with both activity-and an
associated educational pro-
gramme.

(2) It is not possible to give an answer
to this question. All the above
categories under the definition
given in the Education Act are re-
garded as kindergartens.
There are 282 kindergartens which
have been granted a permit to
operate this year and of these 188
are affiliated with the Kinder-
garten Association.

(3) 12,064 were receiving kindergarten
education in 19)71 and this was
estimated to be 26% of the eligible
children aged 4 and 5 years of age.

(4) Two.

41. POLICE
National Service Evasion: Execution

of Warrants
Mr.* BRYCE, to the Minister represent-
Ing the Minister for Police:

* Have the State police In Western
Australia started to execute nat-
ional service warrants?

Mr. MAY replied:
State police have always executed
national service warrants in areas
where Commonwealth Police are
not stationed or available.

42. This question. was -postponed. .-

43. TOWN PLANNING
Beechboro-Gosnels Highway:

Resumptions
Mr. BRYCE, to the Minister for
'Town Planning: .

(1) How long may residents in the
Whatley area whose properties are
definitely implicated in the* orig-
inal alignment proposals for the
Beechboro-Gosnjells Highway ex-
pect to remain in occupancy of
their homnes?.

(21 In the Whatley area which pro-
perties have already been resumed
for the purpose of constructing the
Beechboro-Qosnells Highways

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) There is no timetable for cons-

struction of the Heechboro-Oos-
neils controlled-access highway at
present. It is unlikely that ac-
quisition 'will be required for about
15 years.

(2) No properties have been resumed.
However, ,between Guildford Road
and thevSwan River, '71 Individual
lots have been purchased by the
Main Roads Department.

14. GREAT EASTERN HIGH WAY
Widening: Resumption$

Mr. BRYCE, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Which properties situated between

the Belmont Park Bowling Club
and the Sandringham Hotel are
implicated in plans to widen Great
Eastern Highway?

(2) Which of the abovementloned
properties have already been re-
sumed?

(3) When is It anticipated thatwork
will commence on the widening of
Great Eastern* Highway in this
locality?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) and (2) Considerable research

would be necessary to provide the
inf ormation requested. While
this research is being carried out

3240



(Wednesday, 13 September, 1972] 24

the Member could contact the
Secretary, Main Roads Depart-
ment, and arrange to sight plans
held in that office.

(3) No firm date for widening work
has been fixed. it is still many
years away.

45. BURSWOOD BRIDGE
Resumptions

Mr. BRYCE, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Which properties on the Rivervale

side of the proposed Burawood
Bridge are implicated in plans to
construct the bridge and associ-
ated approachways?

(2) Which of the abovernentloned.
properties have already been re-
sinned?

(3) When is it anticipated that the
residents of No, 2 Malvern Road,
Rivervale, will be required to vac-
ate their premises?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) and (2) Considerable research

would be necessary to provide the
information requested. While this
research is being carried out the
Member could contact the Secre-
tary, Main Roads Department and
arrange to sight plans held In that
office.

(3) This property will not be required
for the initial connection between
the proposed Eurswood bridge and
Great Eastern Highway. No time-
table has been established for sub-
sequent stages and therefore the
date this property will be required
is not known.

46. SOFTWOOD PLANTATIONS
Processing Industry, and Acrea ges
Mr, REID, to the Minister for
Forests:
(1) What is the estimated acreage

needed to support a fully ite-
grated softwood timber processing
industry in Western Australia?

(2) What acreage of softwood planta-
tions in Western Australia are
under-
(a) Forests Department control

and ownership:
(b) private ownership?

(3> What acreages in the above cate-
gories are held in the following
shires-
(a) Collie;
(b) Donnybrook-Balingup:
(c) Bridgetown-Greenbushes;
(d) Nannup;
(e) Warren;
(f) Denmark?

(4) How many acres of private pro-
perty in each respective shire have
been purchased by the Forests De-
partment for planting-
(a) since 1950;
(b) last year?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) A minimumn of 40,000 acres of

pinus radiata planted within a 25
mile radius of the processing
centre.

(2) (a) 74,132 acres.
(b) 9,370 acres (approximate).

(3)-

(a) Collie .

(b) Donnybrook/Bkalingup(c) Bfldgetown/Oreenbishes.
(d) Nannup ... ..
(e) Warren
(f) Dlenmark ... ..

Forests
Dept,
acres
2,160

11,260
Nit

4,710
1,280

NUl

Private
(estimated)

acres
Nil
160

8.630
280
50

Nil

acres
(4) (a) Collie ... .. .... 1,471

Donnybrook/Balingup 12,646
Bridgetown / Green-

bushes .. ... 2,451
Nannup ... .. 13,107
Warren .. 1,495
Denmark ... Nil

(b) Collie . .. .. Nil
Donnybrook/Balingup 456
Bridgetown / Green-

bushes ..I ... 2,687
Nannup: ... . . Nil
Warren .. ... Nil
Denmark ... ... Nil

N.B. All acreages given in answer to parts
2 to 4 Inclusive are as at or up to 30th
June, 1972.

47. *]EDUCATION
Wards o/ the State: Names

Mr. MCPHARLIh, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) What would be the attitude of the

Education Department towards
having the names of children who
are wards of the State given by
the Community Welfare Depart-
ment on a confidential basis to
the headmasters and principals of
schools where these children
attend?

(2) If the attitude is favourable will
he give consideration towards
having the practice adopted?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) The department approves of the

names of children who are wards
of the State being given on a
confidential basis to Principals
and headmnasters whenever this
Course is considered to be in the
interests of the child. It does not
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consider it desirable to disseminate
this information as a general
practice.

(2) This is being done at present in
accordance with the above policy.

48. This question was postponed.

49. USED CAR DEALERS
Licenses and Prosecutions

Mr. McPHARLIN. to the Minister
representing the Minister for Police;
(1) How many used car dealers are

currently licensed in Western Aus-
tralia in the-
(a) metropolitan area;
(b) country areas?

(2) How many proceedings for an
offence against section 20 sub-
section (3) of the Used Car Deal-
ers Act, 1964, have been brought
forward by a member or members
of the police force and traffic in-
spectors. since 1st July, 1969?

(3) How many licenses have been
cancelled by the Commissioner of
Police under section 15 of the
same Act since 1st July, 1969?

(4) How many proceedings for an
offence against sections 23 sub-
section (2), 24 subsection (2) and
section 25 of the same Act have
been brought forward by a mem-
ber of the police force and traffic
inspectors for the same date?

Mr. MAY replied:
(1) (a) 412;

(b) 324.
(2) One.
(3) One.
(4) Section 23, subsection (2)-i.

Section 24, subsection (2)-i.
Section 25-nil.
With regard to questions (2) and
(4) the information supplied is for
the metropolitan area only. De-.
tails for country areas are not
available.

50. TRAFFIC
Inspectors: Training School

Mr. W. G. YOUNG. to the Minister
representing the Minister for Police:
(1) Has the training school for shire

council traffic inspectors been dis-
continued?

(2) If so, why?
Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) and (2) No. Ten-day seminars for

traffic inspectors are conducted on
advice from the Secretary of the
Country Shire Council's Associa-
tion that sufficient inspectors
(usually 9) are desirous of a train-
ing course.

51. COLLIE DISTRICT HOSPITAL
Additions

Mr. JONES, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Has a decision been reached to

add new additions to the Collie
District Hospital?

(2) If so-
(a) when is it anticipated that

tenders will be called;
(b) what will the additions in-

volve;
(c) what Is the anticipated capital

cost of the additions;
(d) what is the anticipated period

of construction of the new
buildings?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) yes.
(2) (a) It is anticipated that tenders

will be called, closing inme-
diately before Christmas.

(b) A new ward block, adminis-
tration and outpatient facili-
ties.

Cc) over $500,000.
(di) Not yet known.

5.This question was postponed.

53. RURAL UNEMPLOYMENT
RELIEF

Number Emplo~yed and Departments
Assisted

Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Treasurer:
(1) How many persons employed by

the State Government with assist-
ance from the Commonwealth
rural unemployment scheme
were-
(a) registered with the Common-

wealth employment bureau for
employment?

(b) registered as unemployed with
the Commonwealth employ-
ment bureau?

(2) Will he detail the Government
departments receiving Common-
wealth rural unemployment assist-
ance for personnel that have
been-

(a) registered with the Common-
wealth employment bureau for
employment;

Mr.
(1)

(b) registered as unemployed with
the Commonwealth employ-
ment bureau?

J. T1. TONKIN replied:
At 31st August, 1972:
(a) Nil.
(b) 576.
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*(2) (a) Nil.
(b) Agriculture Department.

Agriculture Protection Board.
Forests Department.
Public Works Department.
State Electricity Commission.
W.A. Government Railways.

54. APPLES AND PEARS
Statutory Marketing Authority

Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

Has the Government any plans to
introduce legislation to establish a
statutory marketing authority for
apples and pears and if so-
(a) will he give details; and
(b) is it the intention of the Gov-

ernment to hold a referendum
of apple and pear producers?

Mr. H, D. EVANS replied:
Following upon investigations by
the fruit handling and transport
committee this matter is under
active consideration.
An announcement of the Govern-
ment's intentions will be made at
an appropriate time.

55. FRIENDLY SOCIETIES
PHARMACIES

New Establishments
Dr. DADOUR. to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Has a decision been made to allow

the expansion of friendly societ-
ies pharmacies?

(2) If so, can he give the likely sites
of the new pharmacies?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) No decision on the future of these

pharmacies has yet been made,
(2) Not applicable.

QUESTIONS (5)- WITHOUT NOTICE
1. KWINANA-BALGA POWER LINE

Pylon Construction
Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Minister
for Electricity:
(2) Has the proposed contract with

Er.T. for the KwInana-Balga
power line pylons proceeded to a
point where it must be finalised
with E.P.T., or Is it still possible
for other tenderers to be con-
sidered?

(2) Has he had an opportunity to
fallow up the papers and the
queries I raised yesterday on this
subject?

Mr. MY replied:
(1) The question is in two parts. The

answer to the ilrst part is "Yes."
The answer to the second part Is
that tenders have not been called
for.

(2) The papers have been requested,
but as I have been in Kamb aids
all day I have not had an oppor-
tunity to peruse them. Following
perusal of the papers, I will
answer the queries raised by the
Leader of the Opposition In writ-
ing.

Sir Charles Court: Did I understand
the Minister to say that tenders
had not been called for?

Mr. May: That is correct.

2. KWINANA-BALGA POWER LINE
Tenders: Advertisement

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Minister
for Electricity:

I wish to ask a further question:
What Is the significance of the
advertisement appearing in The
West Australian of the 15th
July, 1972, referring to tenders
for 33 0kV transmission lines?

Mr. MAY replied:
The advertisement refers to the
possibility of tenders being called,
and advises prospective tenderers
of the information which could be
available.

Sir Charles Court: Fair go!

3. TRADES HALL BUILDING
PROJECT

Government Guarantee
Mr. R. L. YOUNG, to the Premier:

I am sorry I have not given the
Premier notice of this question,
but I am sure he will be able to
answer it If the Governmient
proceeds with its plan to guaran-
tee the proposed Trades Hall
building project, is he of the
opinion that It will be necessary
to amend the industry (Advances)
Act to provide for such a guaran-
tee?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN, replied:
Strictly speaking this is a ques-
tion of law and would be mnad-
missable. I have no desire to
dodge the question, but I suggest
that the honourable member
should put it on the notice paper.

4. TRADES HALL BUILDING
PROJECT

Gosverment Guarantee
Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Premier:

Is the Premier now able to supply
the Information requested in
part (5) (a) and (b,) of question
10 of the 7th September, 2972, to
which he replied-

I am prepared to have a
search made of other pro-
posals and supply the infor-
mation to the House in due
course,
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Mr. J. T. TONICIN, replied:
The answer Is as follows:-
(5) (a) Proposals of accomnmo-

dation submitted by de-
velopers to Ministers of
the Crown are detailed in
the appended list Appen-
dix A.

(b) Government guarantees
involved consist of the
requirement for a firm
commitment to lease
substantial portions of
space.

In addition to the above, many
proposals of accommodation de-
velopments have been submitted
direct to the Public Service Board.

The appendix was tabled (see paper
No. 348).

5. PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMfENT
Office Space:, Approaches

Mr. K. L. YOUNG, to the Minister for
Health:

On the 7th September I asked
the Minister which buildings had
been looked at by the Public
Health Department in regard to
possible tenancy. The Minister
replied that Lombard House was
one of the buildings considered.
Flor what reason was Lombard
House considered unsuitable as a
public building?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
The factors were the size, the
location, and the rent, and also
the fact that approximately six
months would elapse before fit-
tings and telephones could be in-
stalled. In addition, payment
was required to be made forth-
with and not at the end of the six
months' period. Those are the
factors from memory. I do not
know whether any others are in-

* volved. However, if the honour-
* able member so requires I will re-

search the matter and let him
know.

NATURAL GAS

Conversion Complaints: Grievance
MR. MINSAROS (Floreat) [5.15 p.m.]:

Despite the opinion of the Premier which
was freely given in answer to a question
seeking facts--and I do not need to say
how often we are refused answers to
questions with the excuse that they are
seeking an "opinlon" -when he said that
there do not exist any genuine grievances
of sufficient substance, I dare to differ
and to introduce a grievance which, I
think, is of genuine substance. MY
grievance is in connection with natural
gas conversion. Every Western Australian

should be glad and Proud indeed that we
have -natural gas resources which we have
been able to pipe to the metropolitan area
and ultimately to connect to consumers'
appliances. We hoped that we would re-
ceive a much better service than was the
case in the past.

However, in my electorate the conversion
to natural, gas has produced a greater
number of genuine individual complaints
than any other single issue raised during
my term of office as member for Floreat.
I say, 'genuine individual complaints" be-
cause I am not referring to complaints re-
Lsulting from organised pressure groups
such as those concerned with aid to pri-
vate schools, abortion, gallon licenses, and
the like.

Many of the people concerned have been
fairly patient about their complaints, hav-
ing first of all contacted the S.E.C. or the
converters; but some almost went to the
extreme of calling the conversion a con-
fidence trick. These are the "little people"
about whom we heard so much in the last
Parliament, but -who have been scarcely
mentioned in the life of this Parliament.

The complaints are wide-ranging. Some
people mention only that natural gas is
hard to ignite because it is supplied at a
lower pressure, as they put it, Others
complain-and I have followed up these
complaints--that the conversion valve
comes off or becomes corroded or clogged,
making it necessary for the people con-
cerned to call for a serviceman. Often
they are left without hot water during
weekends.

Another real complaint which ap-
parently cannot be eliminated is that natu-
ral gas takes much longer to achieve the
results achieved with town gas; in other
words, it takes longer to boil a kettle than
used to be the case. Complaints are made
that the same appliance is less efficient
when operated on natural gas. When I
heard about this I checked my own hot
water appliance. I would point out that
the gas heater I possess was not converted
because it is a modern appliance which
has written on it that it Is suitable for
use with bottled gas, natural gas, and
town gas.

On a winter's morning before the natu-
ral gas was connected I was able to fill a
bath tub with a certain flow of hot water
without applying any cold water and
achieve a water temperature of 102 to
104 degrees. However, with niatural gas
and using the same flow of water I am able
to achieve only about 93 to 95 degrees.

I have also received complaints--and I
am endeavouring to check These-that gas
bills are now slightly higher. I checked
a few of the complainants' bills relating, of
course, to the same winter period, and I
found it appears that more units have
been consumed. Of course, I have no
proof that the people concerned have not
used more appiances than previously.
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.These are considerable and daily an-
noyances to people, and I raise this
grievance in all sincerity without trying to
achieve any political advantage. I would
be very grateful if the Minister would ex-
amine the matter and give me the proper
answers.

There is another complaint which is
disadvantageous to the people concerned
even though I understand that natural
gas is not at all toxic. A natural gas
flame may be easily blown out by any
small draft-even the quick closing of a
door. There have been occasions when
elderly people have lit the oven and have
been reasonably sure that it is alight.
bearing in mind that the gas has practi-
cally no odour and has less colour than
town gas. After a half-hour or an hour
these people have noticed that the oven
is not, In fact, alight. of course, they
do not realise that the gas does not have
a toxic effect and are therefore terrified.

I must say that I checked with the
S.E.C. and found that the engineers in
charge were most polite and very accom-
modating. They tried to explain some of
the matters to me. The letter to the
editor of a newspaper written by the
General Manager of the State Electricity
Commission did help people to understand
certain factors. I endeavoured to ascer-
tain certain information by way of ques-
tions asked In this House, but I did not
receive many results. I am not saying
that the Minister did not wish to answer
the questions, but his answers did not
make a great deal of sense to me.

Firstly, even if the conversion to natu-
ral gas did cost $2,750,000-which, pos-.
sibly, is fair enough-I cannot see why the
supply of natural gas costs almost the
same as town gas used to cost. From the
answers I received It is quite evident that
even considering the small increase in
consumers and in units consumed, and the
small charge used for servicing the loan
required for the conversion, the cost of
producing natural gas is almost the same
as that for producing town gas.

Even a. person with a lay mind can
imagine that coal must be purchased and
burnt and certain appliances must be used
in the production of town gas. So It Is
not understandable how supply of natural
gas should not cost much less than pro-
duction and supply of town gas. I ques-
tion whether it is a fact that units of
natural gas calculated in cubic feet have
the same capacity as units of town gas.
I know that is the statement, but experi-
ence indicates the contrary.

I am aware that the units of natural
gas are slightly cheaper. The price of a
unit decreased by approximately onl 9
per cent. in this State, whereas in the-
United Kingdom where natural gas is car-
ried over about the same distance, if not
a greater distance, the price decreased by

15 per cent. under the same circumstances.
I also understand that in that country
fewer complaints have arisen from the
conversion than is the case in this country.

Another matter brought to my know-
ledge, which I understand still has reper-
cussions, is that the most primitive and
cheapest checking method was used for the
conversion. The method used was also
the most hazardous. I refer to the mois-
ture monitoring method which was used
in place of what I understand are much
more advanced although slightly more ex-
pensive methods.

The most recurring question is, of
course, why is it that natural gas takes
much longer to achieve the same results as
town gas, especially when we consider the
answer I received today which indicates
that the amount of natural gas which flows
through the meter is half that which wsed
to be the case with town gas and, there-
fore, the heating capacity is the same?
Apparently, according to most people's ex-
perience, natural gas therefore does cost
more.

I merely wish to ask the Minister to
consider the points I have raised. As the
State Electricity Commission told me that
it would accommodate every complainant,
perhaps by way of advertisements or some
other form of educating the public the
Minister could encourage people to pre-
sent their complaints. Even though people
have lodged complaints several times, it is
acknowledged that the problems can recur.
In this way I hope the complaints will be
eliminated, and not only the complaints
themselves but what I feel are very justi-
fled-

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has one minute.

Mr. DLENSAROS: -and legitimate rea-
sons for them.

STOCK

Brands and Movement: Grievance
MR. 1. W. MANNING (Wellington)

[5.25 p.m.]: As the Minister did not take
the opportunity to reply to the member
for F'loreat, I would like to direct a griev-
ance to the Minister for Agriculture in
regard to the Stock (Brands and Move-
ment) Act. That Act was passed by Parlia-
ment in 1970, and it makes provision for
waybills to be used for the movement of
stock. To clarify the situation I will read
one or two passages of the legislation.
Section 46 (2) states-

Every waybill shall be made out in
triplicate and shall clearly indicate in
writing-

(a) the number and type of the
stock being driven or carried:

(b) the registered brand or ear-
mark, or both, with which the
stock are branded or ear--
marked, or both:
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*(c) the place from which the
stack are being driven or
carried; and

(d) the destination of the stock.

Subsection (3) of that section states--
The original and each copy of every

waybill shall be signed by the proprie-
tor of the stock being removed from
the run, or by a person authorised by
him.

Section 47 states--
Any Police officer or Inspector may,

at any hour of the day or night, 'In-
spect any travelling stack and the
waybill which relates to the stock and
may compare the number of, and the
registered brands and earmarks ap-.
pearing on the travelling stock with
those specified in the waybill.

Now, a number of problems are associated
with those provisions. I notice the Minis-
ter recognised some of the problems re-
cently when he issued a Press release. I
might add that the Press release issued
by the Minister did not reach many of the
country districts, and people concerned
with the movement of stock are not aware
of it. However, in answer to a question I
directed to him the Minister indicated that
some tolerance would be shown to people
who failed to comply with the provisions
of the Act until the provisions become well
known.

I would say that in some provisions of
the Act we have set an impossible task for
the police and stock inspectors. The fac-
tual situation in the movement of cattle
is that it is quite common for a transporter
or a farmer to carry a load of some 20
head of cattle, and it 'would be very diffi-
cult to identify the brands or earmarks
on that stock.

Provision is made on the waybill for the
number of stock to be Indicated, and also
a description of the stock and of the
brands and earmarks. The waybill is a
very small document. Waybills are not
issued in large volumes, and there is a
%arge of 50c for each volume. Each stock-
-wner is required to purchase one. To my
mrind the charge of 50c has a touch of the
oushranger about it.

However, the waybill gives no indication
)f how the owner must describe the ear-
nark. Of course, one can readily describe
P. brand; but how does one describe an
Earmark on a small form which has only
a. narrow column in which to describe it?

Isug-gest that unless some direction is
given that the earmark code be used, the
natural reaction of the people is to draw
the ear of an animal and to indicate the
notches of the identifying earmark.

If a transporter has a load of cattle which
aear 10 different earmarks he will have
drawlng3 all over the page showing animal

heads and notches. In his Press release
the Minister did make provision for this,
so that Instead of using brands and ear-
marks as a means of identification, the
Pen numbers could be used to Identify the
stock being taken from salcyards.

I would like the Minister to go a step
further, because not only are cattle sales
held but even' week at certain country
centres calf sales are held also. At times
hundreds of calves are brought into these
salcyards. These calves would be less than
seven days old. I1 do not believe it is a good
thing to require calves of this age to be
branded and earmarked. Certainly at that
age an identification mark is sufficient:
because the buyer of stock desires the
opportunity to affix his own earmark on
the stock. If the practice of branding and
earmarking Is continued we will have the
situation where the space on the ears of
Young animals is not adequate to bear
all the identification marks required.

I suggest to the Minister that in regard
to the marking of calves and their re-
moval from the saleyards the same provi-
sion be used as Is applied to people trans-
porting cattle away from saleyards: that
is, the use of the identification mark placed
on the stock by the stock agent for the
Particular sale and the pen number In
which the stock were held. This should
be the means of Identification, and reliance
should not be placed on earmarking. In
the transport of calves to sales the farmer
could use his own tall tag identification.
To my mind this is a very successful means
of identification, because it carries the
serial number and the registered brand of
the stockowner.

These are points which should be looked
into at this juncture. I would appeal to
the Minister to examine closely the re-
quirements imposed by this legislation, and
to take into account the difficulties that
are encountered in implementing the pro-
visions. It is just too easy for people to
fall to comply with the Act and the regu-
lations made thereunder; and for such
failure they are liable to a fine of $100.
To my mind this is an important matter,
and some check should be made immedi-
ately to determine the manner in which
the provisions of the Act are working, and
how they can be Improved; because some
definite improvement is required.

There are one or two points I have put
forward which I will reiterate. Earmarks
should be used on the weighblls, and some
Proper format should be set up to identify
the mark. I say again it is ridiculous to
ask the stockowner to draw sketches of
earmarks and notches. I believe that in
respect of young stock the tall tag identi-
fication, instead of earmarks and fire
brands, should be used.

The SPEAKER: The honourable member
has one more minute.
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Mr. I. W, MANNINO: Furthermore, the
pen nlumbers and the Identification marks
used by the stock agents at the sales could
also be used to identify the stock being
taken away from sales.

MR. H. D. EVANS (Warren-Minister
for Agriculture) [5.33 p.m.): I would like
to say a few words on the subject that
has been raised by the member for Wel-
lington, and to assure him that his con-
cern has been shared by the Government,
well and truly. I would remind him that
the original Bill was introduced in this
Parliament in 1970, and it was discussed
very fully by both Chambers. It was pro-
claimed at the beginning of July this year.

It Is only since the proclamation of this
legislation that the deficiencies mentioned
by the honourable member have become
evident. Perhaps it would be uncharitable
of me to suggest that the debate, the
analysis, and the discussion by stock ex-
perts of both Chambers of this Parliament
were inadequate, in that they failed to
foresee all the circumstances that have
arisen since. Deficiencies have become
evident, and they are almost mnultitudi-
nous.

The committee which was responsible
for the complete revisal of the stock and
brand legislation was called together Im-
mediately the difficulties became appar-
ent. The committee has brought forward
a series of amendments to the Act, and
indeed today I have completed notes pre-
pared for the second reading of a proposed
Bill. The member for Wellington will no
doubt be aware that the amendments are
already before us, and these will be brought
forward in an amending Bill in the very
near future.

I would like to assure him that the
matter he has raised has not gone un-
noticed. Something has been done about
it, and we will have an amending Bill be-
fore the Chamber in the shortest possible
time.

NATURAL GAS
Conversion ComPlaints: Grievance

MIR. MAY (Clontarf-Minister for Elec-
tricity) [5.38 p.m.]: I regret that I failed
to inform the member for Floreat that I
will have his grievance investigated and
will advise him In due course of the result
of my Inquiry.

BILLS (5): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

1. Alumina Refinery (Mitchell Plateau)
Agreement Act Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Graham (Minister for Development
and Decentralisation), and read a
first time.

2. Door to Door (Sales) Act Amend-
ment Bill.

3. Long Service Leave Act Amendment
Bill.

4. Indecent Publications Act Amend-
ment Bill.

5. Daylight Saving Bill.
Bills introduced, on motions by Mr.

ff. D. Evans (Minister for Lands),
and read a first time.

COUNTRY HIGH SCHOOL HOSTELS
AUTHORITY ACT AMENDMVENT

BILL
Third Reading

MR. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie-Minis-
ter for Education) [ 5.41 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a third
time,

MR. LEWIS (Moore) [5.42 p.m.]: I
regret that I was not in the House when
this Bill was debated and passed the
second reading; therefore I feel it incum-
bent upon mec to make a few comments
at this stage.

At the outset I would say that I en-
thusiastically support the Bill, but I think
I would be remiss if I failed to take this
opportunity to add to the tribute already
expressed by the Minister to the Country
High School Hostels Authority.

In extending my tribute I refer particu-
larly to the members of the authority who
give of their services in an honorary
capacity, and to the chairman who was
appointed in 1961, or around that time,
as a result of the passage of the original
Bill. I do not know the reason for appoint-
ing the chairman at that time-and he is
still the chairman-other than the fact
that he was the President of the Parents
and Citizens' Association Federation-a
body which had persistently sought the
establishment of hostels in the country.

I know that for many years the chair-
man gave much of his time in attending
to the affairs of the authority, because It
started off without any precedent and the
members had to feel their way In prepar-
ins designs and appointing committees so
as to conduct the hostels in the most eco-
nomical manner possible. The chairman
travelled over a large Part of the State. He
gave of his time without any payment, and
what is more for many years he met his
own travelling expenses as well as his
telephone expenses, which were consider-
able.

This is indicative of the public spirit
which many of these people display in
giving their service to deal with matters of
public concern. For those reasons 2 join
enthusiastically with the Minister in pay-
Ing tribute to the members of the Country
High School Hostels Aut hority. Ilam aware
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there are representatives of other bodies
on that authority. At one time the
Country Women's Association was con-
cerned, with conducting hostels1 although
it is not now directly concerned. This
'organisation has a representative on the
authority, as does the Anglican Church
which is directly concerned with conduc-
ting some hostels under the Jurisdiction of
the Country High School Hostels Autho-
rity.

I want to stress the serious situation
which exists in our country areas, and I
am not using this Just for a talking .point.
A great difficulty does exist, judging by the
number of letters I receive from parents
who find It difficult to get accommodation
for their children when the children have
to be sent away to a secondary school be-
cause one is not available locally. The
parents have great difficulty in getting
their children into private boarding
schools. They have difficulty in getting the
children into hostels such as Swanlea,
which is overfuli. Many applications are
refused. In tact, only recently I heard
from a parent that no further applications
could be accepted by Swanlea for at least
four years. That is an indication of the
serious situation which exists.

I have inquired, personally, through the
Country High School Hostels Authority re-
garding the situation at Northamn and
Merredin. Replies to questions I have
asked In this House Indicate that a serious
situation is looming. In fact, the ]ast
question I asked of the Minister requested
an indication of the hostels at which ac-
commodation was likely to be available
in 1973. I was Informed by the Minister
that out of a total of 14 hostels, four might
have accommodation available in 1973.
They were at Port Hedland, Esperance,
Albany-for girls-and Bunbury.

Whilst that information might be of
some value to people living In those re-
spective areas, it is not of much conso-
lation to the people living in the midlands
of this State. I refer to those living in
Places from, say, Coorow south. People
living in those places and Places such as
Gingin have to send their children away
for secondary education but no accommo-
dation is available. It Is poor consolation
for Parents when I have to write back to
them and tell them that the only chance
they have of getting a child into second-
ary school is to find Private accommoda-
tion.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The member for Moore,
and other members, would have experienc-
ed the same difficulty during the time he
was Minister for Education.

Mr. LEWIS: 1 would not doubt that and,
for that reason, I know the Minister must
be aware of the situation. I am making
the point that a. problem is looming. in
fact, It has been with us for a year or
two but I believe It will get worse.

SI make the point that the Minister,
himself, should be as sympathetic as
possible to the authority when it puts f or-
ward a, programme for further develop-
rflent. I asked the secretary of the hostels
authority a question concerning the future
programme after this year. I know that
the authority is committed to replacing the
hostel at Albany this year, which I do not
deny is a worthy project. I have been
told that the authority is reluctant to
frame a programme for next year because
it is waiting 'to observe the effect of the
promotion of Junior high schools to district
high schools. I suppose that Is fair enough.

The situation is serious and I ask the
Minister to do something to try to alleviate
It. It is not much help to country parents
to know that a better standard of educa-
tion is available at this centre or that
centre if the children have to be boarded
In private accommodation. Even if pri-
vate accommodation is available it is still
not of much consolation to, say, the
parents of a 12-year-old girl. That sort
of situation is not desirable for most
parents.

I think the Bill is a move in the right
direction. It will repeal subsection (4) of
section 12 of the principal Act. Proposed
new subsection (4) reads as follows:-

(4) Any moneys borrowed by the
Authority under this section may be
raised as one loan or as several loans
and in such manner as the Treasurer
may approve, but the amount of the
moneys so borrowed shall not In any
one year exceed in the aggregate such
amount as the Treasurer approves.

I can see a great deal of merit in the pro-
posal because there could conceivably be a
period-perhaps five years, hence-when
the authority would have no programme,
or a programme which would cost only
$100,'000.

The SPEAKER: Order!I There is too
much audible conversation in the Chamber.

Mr. LEWIS: It wo uld be absurd for the
authority to borrow $400,000 if it did not
need that amount of money. For that
reason I go along with the proposed amend-
ment. However, I can see that under the
present Act if the authority had a pro-
gramme which required the expenditure of
$400,000 it would be possible for the Trea-
surer not to approve of that amount be-
cause of the interest and sinking fund
payments. The treasurer might place a
ceiling of $100,000 on a programme. Of
course, that has never been done and I am
not suggesting that the present Minister
would take such action. However, I make
it clear to the Minister that I would like
him to give an assurance that as long as
the authority has a programme which
justifies the maximum borrowing, within
the amount set by the Loan Council, the
Treasury will continue to underwrite such
loans.
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Finally. I would draw the attention of
the minister to the definition contained in
section 3 of the parent Act. It has never
been amended, and It reads as follows-

"high school" means a Government
school established or maintained
as a senior high school or high
school under the Education Act,
1928, and situated in the country
areas of the State, and any junior
high school established or main-
tained as a Junior high school unv
der that Act and so situated which
the Minister declares to be a high
school for the purposes of this Act;

I know the Minister, In the past, has de-
clared certain schools. One which readily
comes to mind is the Junior high school
at Carnarvon. I believe that school was
declared for the purposes of this Act, and
a hostel was then established. I would
Point out that we will now have a new
grade of high school-a district high school.
I am wondering whether the Minister, un-
der the definition of "high school," will be
able to declare a district high school as a
high school for the purposes of this Act.
I bring the point forward in the hope
that the Minister might examine it and.
if necessarY, amend the Act during the
next session of Parliament.

With those few remarks, I am very
pleased to support the third reading of
the Bill.

MR. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie-Minis-
ter for Education) [5.55 p.m.]:- I will take
the opportunity to reply briefly to the
member for Moore. I have listened with
a great deal of interest and attention to)
what he has said.

I assure the member for Moore that this
Government is dedicated to achieve what
may well be difficult-but which is none-
theless valid-that Is, the provision of
equality of education for every child in
Western Australia. To this end we are
very conscious of the need to provide
adequate and conveniently located accom-
modation throughout the country areas of
the State.

In supporting the flexibility of proposed
new subsection (4) the member for Moore
pointed out the possible danger-and I
emphasise, possible danger-of the Treas-
urer of the day declining to grant to the
authority the full borrowing capacity
where the authority had demonstrated
that It had a properly planned, priced, and
well justified programme. To that end I
give an undertaking that I would use my
best endeavours, as Minister for Education
-although I do not think the need would
arise-to make strong representations to
the Treasurer.

Regarding the third point raised by the
honourable member, referring to the
categorisation of high schools into senior
high schools, high schools, and junior high

schools, although they are not strictly de-
fined In the Act I understand they are
provided for In the regulations. The-con-
version of a junior high school to a
district high school-which is to be a
change In more than the name only-cani
be accomplished by an amendment to the
regulations.

Mr. Lewis: Will the Minister examine
this point?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: Yes. If and when
this change is effected suitable provision
will be made in the regulations that for
the purposes of the Act a junior high
school will, henceforth, be known as a
district high school.

Such a school will still be known as a
junior high school for the purposes of the
Act. When the need arises for a future
amendment to the Act I feel sure the
Government of the day will make the
necessary amendments.

1 thank the member for Moore for his
enthusiastic support of the provisions con-
tained in the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

TRADES HALL BU[LDING:
GOVERNMENT GUARANTEE

Want of Confidence in Government;
Motion

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Leader of the Opposition) (5.58 p.m.]:
I move-

(1) This House views with grave
concern the decision of the State Gov-
ernment to undertake a financial
guarantee for a building to be erected
by Trades Hall Incorporated.

(2) It also views with concern the
current negotiations for the State
Government through its Medical and
Public Health Departments to be
major tenants of the proposed new
building, especially when there are
ample other opportunities for office
accommodation readily available on a
highly competitive basis without in-
volving the State Government and the
taxpayer in any financial guarantees.

(3) Furthermore, this House is of
the opinion that the Government
should immediately withdraw from
this project, and

(4) Because of Its mishandling of
this and many other aspects of Its
conduct of the affairs of the State,
the Government no longer enjoys the
confidence of this House.

Nothing in recent times, in my memory
of this House, has sent so many shock
waves throughout the poliltical life of this
community as has the announcement that
the Government would not only guaran-
tee the building Project for the Trades

3249



3250 [ASSEMBLY.]

Hall, but that it would also enter into a
major leasing commitment in respect of
the redevelopment which is to take place.

The amount of the guarantee mentioned
by the Government is to be $1,900,000. ac-
cording to the answer to a Question.
Whilst I understand the actual square
footage and rental in respect of tenancies
are not yet complete, the figure of 70,000
square feet has been mentioned -by -the
Minister. When this project was first
announced there was an air of disbelief.
When the Press first rang me about it I
said it could not be true. The Press then
said it had been confirmed by the Minister
for Health, and I had to accept the fact
that although I thought this could not be
true, and that no Government would risk
its reputation on a thing like this, the
Government had done just that.

Mr. Jamieson: You knew about it long
before then.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Govern-
menit had given this guarantee and had
also entered into a major commitment-

Mr. Jamieson: You asked questions last
session.

Sir CHARLES COURT: -in respect of
rentals. The Minister for Works Is mak-
ing me anticipate something I want to
say later on. I will not go into detail at
the moment but I remind him of the ans-
wer his leader gave last session about this
particular point.

Mr. Jamieson: It was quite factual at
the time.

Sir CHARLES COURT: So why were we
to expect that this deal would be resurrec-
ted and would proceed? What the Minis-
ter says is not correct.

Mr. Jamnieson: It is correct.
Sir CHARLES COURT: Following the

answer we received from the Premier, we
did not have reason to anticipate that
the Government would resurrect this
transaction and go on with it. However,
the Government has now said publicly it
intends to undertake this commitment,
and it only remains for the tenancy ar-
rangements to be completed.

If there were a shortage of accommo-
dation in Perth and the Government were
so broke that it could not build itself any
accommodation space, and if there were
no developers Prepared to build space on
a competitive and attractive basis, there
might be a faint-and I emphasize "faint"
-possibility that the public might-and
again I emphasise "mlight"-accept that
the Government would be prepared to do
this sort of thing. However, even if there
were circumstances of a shortage of space,
the Government having no money to build
accommodation, and developers not being
prepared to build space of a suitable type
in suitable locations and on competitive
terms, the public would find it mighty
hard to swallow this pill.

I do not know what reaction has been
expressed to the Government, but as far as
I and those who sit with me are concerned,
we have never known anything to cause
so many raised eyebrows and so much
criticism.

Mr. Graham: I do not believe it.
Sir CHARLES COURT: We consider this

motion and the decision of the Government
in an atmosphere In which there is a re-
cord amount of first-class accommodation
available in good locations and at ex-
tremnely competitive rents.

Mr. Jamieson: At what price?

Sir CHARLES COURT: People are pre-
pared to negotiate extremely competitive
rents, especially with the backing of a
Government lease for a period of five, seven,
10, or 15 years. One does not take any
notice of the rents that appear on the
boards or In the brochures. If one wants
to negotiate a tenancy with the backing
of the Government, one can get an ex-
tremnely competitive rent, particularly when
one is Prepared to sign for something like
10 or mare years. So in this atmosphere
of a highly competitive rental situation,
there is literally no Justification for the
Government taking the action it has taken
and proposes to take in this matter. I
think it is the most blatant decision of
its kind ever taken in this State, and that
it is nothing short of a Political scandal-

Mr. Jamieson: Nonsense!I
Sir CHARLES COURT: -to use the

taxpayers' Money to finance one's own
political party. That is what it amounts
to. When talking about Trades Hall, the
Minister for Works cannot separate him-
self from his political kith and kin-

Mr. T. D). Evans: I think you will be
sorry.

Sir CHARLES COURT: -as he will see
after we analyse the constitution of Trades
Hall under the Associations Incorporation
Act, which makes very Interesting reading.

If this project proceeds on the basis
the Government has announced, I believe
it will bring the whole system of Govern-
ment in this State into disrepute. Just
imagine the situation if every Government
of a different political colour decided it
would financially guarantee by loans and
back by tenancy agreements buildings for
its own political party! It would cause so
much-

Mr. Jamnieson: Is it different from all
those others you undertook?

The SPEARER: order!
Sir CHARLES COURT: --disrepute for

the system of Government here that it
would set us back for generations. I hope
it never happens. I know it will not hap-
pen as far as we are concerned.

Mr. Jamieson: It has already.
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Sir CHARLES COURT: In the past, we
have been free from this sort of thing In
Governments in this State, but if this pro-
ject goes on it will be just another question
of "spoils to the victor," which Is some-
thing we do not want to introduce into gov-
ernment in this State. It is no good the
Government trying to camouflage this as
being anything else but assistance to Its
own political party. The Premier can write
letters to the paper and try to bring Can-
berra and New South Wales into it, but
he will find on examination he Just has not
a leg to stand on in bringing those eases
forward as being comparable with the de-
cision that has been made by his Govern-
muent.

Mr. T. D. Evans. He has two very sound
legs to stand on; not one but two.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The fact that
this building will be in the name of the
Trades Hall, which is constituted under
the Associations Incorporation Act, does
not deceive anybody. The simple fact is
that the Trades Hall is under the control
of the Labor Party, and it Is from the
Trades Hall that the Government receives
Its directions. The Government cannot
hide this one.

When I look at the latest information
regarding the Trades Hall (Inc.) that I
have been able to get under the Associa-
tions Incorporation Act, I find that the
members of the association, in accordance
with a change in the constitution that was
made on the 2nd November, 1962, shall be
the Present and other delegates from time
to time to) the State Executive of the Aus-
tralian Labor Party as existing under the
constitution for the time being of the
Western Australian Division of the Aus-
tralilan Labor Party. A Person who ceases
to be a delegate to the State Executive of
the A.L.P. shall cease to be a. member of
the association.

This raises a very interesting point. All
of those who are delegates to the State
Executive of the A.L.P.-ineluding many
who sit opposite us and including some
Ministers--are in fact members of this
association, and all the time they remain
delegates they are automatically members
of the association. When they cease to be
delegates they automatically cease to be
members.

I remind members that the original
document goes back a long way. In those
days. of course, there was a different
meaning to the Organisation that we know
as the Australian Labor Party and the
State Executive. The original document
bore the names of Alexander McCallum,
James Richard Ives, and James Alfred
Doland as trustees. At that stage the mem-
bers of the association were the present
and other mnembers from time to time of
the Metropolitan District Council as exist-

ing under the constitution for the time
being of the Western Australian Division
of the Australian Labor Federation.

That is the constitution that was altered
back in 1962, and it is very interesting to
note that one of the trustees then was one
Ronald Davies, who I assume is the Min-
ister for Health who is now conducting
the negotiations for his department to
enter into a tenancy agreement with this
particular Organisation.

Mr. O'Connor: Shameful!I
Sir CHARLES COURT: I invite the

attention of members to some of the other
provisions of the rules, regulations, and
constitution of this body. They make very
interesting reading. Number 4 is--

4. The objects of the Association
shall be to Provide and keep a building
and premises with all necessary furni-
ture books fixtures and fittings In
which public and private discussions
lectures and addresses can be given
by men interested in the various
labour organisations in the State and
in which such organisations can bold
their meetings.

To provide office and other accom-
modation.

To provide and keep a hall with all
necessary equipment for entertain-
ments.

To provide and keep and equip a
library: technical apparatus and other
similar outfits, for educational or re-
creative purposes.

Rule 13 reads-
13. No part of the profits of the
Association shall be paid to or re-
ceived by the members but the Asso-
ciation may from time to time by
resolution direct the payment of the
net profits or any part thereof to or
for the benefit of any Organisation
affiliated with the said State Executive
or for any work or branch of work
undertaken by the State Executive.

We must remember that when we are
talking about the State Executive we are
talking about the State Executive of the
Australian Labor Party-the State Execu-
tive that controls the Government of this
State at the present time-

Mr. T. D. Evans: It does not.

Sir CHARLES COURT: -and directs
the Government of this State at the
present time.

Mr. T. D. Evans: You are being as
cynical and Inaccurate as anyone could be.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the electors
had their say at the moment, there would
be a mighty change. That is the last thing
the Government would want.

Mr. T. D, Evans: There may well be a
change. Our numbers could increase.
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Sir CHARLES COURT: At this stage I
*~ant to make a point about the constitu-
tion of the Trades Hall and It. relationship
to the State Executive of the A.LP., be-
cause in fact the members of the associa-
tion are the delegates for the time being
to the State Executive of the A.L.P. This,
of course, brings it very near to home,
and is it surprising that there Is some
adverse reaction in the minds of the
public?

Mr. Jamieson: In the minds of the
Liberal Party, yes.

Mr. Hartrey: Are You the public?

Sir CHARLES COURT: It is very Sur-
prising that the Trades Hall needs a
guarantee. If it had any equity to put up
in a proposition like this, normally a good
lease from a big corporation or from the
Government, which is gilt-edged, would be
all that was needed to finiance a proposition
of this kind. I understand from the answer
the Premier gave this afternoon that the
equity of the Trades Hall in the project
will be the land it contributes. Normally.
that in itself would be sufficient, with a
good tenancy agreement with a big cor-
poration or a Government department.
But no: this has to go further-this has
to be guaranteed. Why a guarantee? So
as to give this organisation favoured treat-
ment, because if one knows how to raise
money-and I assume these people know
how to raise money as a result of the
advice they would get-through Govern-
ment guarantee one can borrow it more
cheaply than the ordinary developers can.

Mr. T. 1). Evans: Did you extend
favoured treatment to any organisation
during your period in Government?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I hope we did
not give any to the Liberal Party In a
way like this.

Mr. Jamieson- That's a laugh!
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the Minister
has any ideas In this regard he had
better trot them out and tell us about
them so that we can debunk them on)
the spot.

The fact is that a guarantee of this kind
means the people borrowing the money
can borrow it more cheaply. This gives
them an immediate advantage over any
other developer. If other developers, who
have been and would be happy to put
propositions to the Government for rental
arrangements without a guarantee, could
borrow money as cheaply as that, they
could immediately give a better rental
proposition or, alternatively, make more
profit out of the deal.

The end result of this deal is obviously
intended to be a profit for the Trades Hall.
Where will that Profit go? It will be dis-
tributed in accordance with rule 13, which

I read out. It will find its way into the
Australian Labor Party's activities in only
a matter of time. Even if the initial profits
were not distributed, they would be used
to obtain further income-producing assets.
It is a very nice set-up, if one can get
away with it. It is no wonder we are
raising this protest tonight, when the Gov-
ernment has committed itself to a proposi-
tion of this kind.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I had traced
the background of the Trades Hall situa-
tion under the Associations Incorporations
Act and had raised the comment about the
position in which many members on the
other side of the House find themselves as
delegates to the State Executive. I had
also dealt with the great gain that it is
to a developer if he can get cheap Govern-
ment money as that proposed by the Gov-
ernment's guarantee.

I do not know whether any of the mem-
bers have sought to make any calculations,
but if they can get $1,900,000 subject to
Government guarantee-quite apart from
the other advantages that accrue when
raising the money on a Government lease
--cheaper by I per cent per annum, then
that is $19,000 a year. If it Is 2 per cent.
cheaper, which is the more likely figure, we
will have to take into account a sum of
$38,000 by which the developer will be ad-
vantaged as a result of moneys made avail-
able by the State Government guarantee.

The reason for this is obvious; one can
operate much cheaper and much easier if
one has a Government guarantee. As I ex-
plained before the tea suspension, while
a project of this kind which had the equity
of the land and bad a good lease from
the Government, would be able to raise
its finance in the normal money market,
it would not be able to do so as cheaply
as it could with State backing.

LAccordingly we must not lose sight of
the fact that something is being handed
on a plate to the Trades Hall and through
the Trades Hall to the A.L.P. Also, We must
not lose sight of the fact that the profits
will flow to the AL.P. by its being able to
produce further income or greater Profit
because of the cheaper money.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Assuming that is true,
is there anything wrong with it?

Sir CHARLES COURT: There is some-
thing very wrong with it. If the Attorney-
General is not worried about this I am
simply amazed that he, of all People,
should not be worried. Surely he has
queried this transaction; surely he cannot
be happy about it, because it is not an
arm's-length transaction; he is dealing
with his own political kith and kin, and no
matter how the Government attempts to
cloak it or word it we come back to the
same answer-
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We are not told from where the money
Is coming. It has been suggested that it
will come from the R. & I. Bank and the
State Government Insurance Office. But I
think we should be told where this money
is to come f rom.

Mr. T. ID. Evans: We do not try to cloak
anything.

Sir CHARLES COURT: As I have said,
we should be told where this money is
earning from, because if it Is to come from
the State Government Insurance Office it
makes this motion doubly important and
doubly necessary and it also provides a
case against extending the franchise of
the State Government Insurance Office. I
have mentioned Government institutions,
or those close to the Government. because
we know it is not every lender who will
accept the deflinition of "industry" given
in the Industries Assistance Act.

We have had case after case where we
have had to bring legislation to the State
Parliament to have specific cases dealt
with by a special provision in that Act.
Going back to the Hawke Government,
there was the case of Canterbury Court
which was subsequently dealt with by the
Brand Government when it came into
office. We also had the case of the Midland
Railway Company and more recently that
of C.B.H. We have had difficulty with the
problems associated with this definition.

I raise the question with the Premier
and ask whether he intends to seek
clarification of the definition of "industry"
so that this proposition can be guaranteed
under the Industries Assistance Act? We
want to know whether it is the Govern-
ment's intention to seek clarification of the
definition, but no doubt we will hear more
about this in due course.

We are not quarrelling with the necessity
to have good Government accommodation
to house our Government departments and
employees. When we were in office we bent
over backwards trying to improve office
accommodation and trying to secure good
office accommodation for our Government
departments.

We were criticised because of the space
we rented to enable the departments to
work under good and pleasant conditions.
When we first became the Government
there were many Government departments
housed in accommodation which I person-
ally would not have tolerated: but pro-
gressively. during the lie of the Brand
Government, we did rent some space so
that the Government departments might
be suitably accommodated.

Mr. Davies: The Health Department did
not come off very well.

Sir CHARLES COURT: There were
many other departments that needed to be
accommodated. My understanding of the
position was that we were progressively
moving towards the situation where the

Government would have more suitable ac-
commodation of the required standard
available, and we endeavoured to concen-
trate the departments in accommodation
which would be convenient for the public
generally. That was our intention; but
this sort of thing cannot be done overnight
because the capital involved is huge.

As I say I am not quarrelling with the
obtaining of better accommodation for the
workers in those departments. I repeat,
that when we came Into office we had
several Government departments and Gov-
ernment instrumentalities housed in shock-
ing accommodation. Some of these depart-
ments had to be re-accommodated. But
that is not the question In dispute; it is
the method which is being used to find
suitable accommodation.

During the term of the previous Govern-
ment there was a good deal of criticism.
I recall the member for Fremantle was
concerned about the amount of rent which
was being Paid. Ile asked questions arising
no doubt from his philosophy that he did
not like the Government paying rent to
Private people for accommodation: he felt
it would be far better if the Government
could own its own accommodation. I agree
with that. Progressively we will reach the
desired situation.

We know that the Superannuation Build-
Ing was built and is now fully occupied,
as is the Public Works building on the hill
above Parliament House. There are also
other cases where Government instrumen-
talities have control of the premises they
occupy. So it is not a question of arguing
whether a particular department or de-
partments should have better accommoda-
tion.

Now, however, we find ourselves under a
Labor Government where some members
who have questioned this policy of renting
space are sanctioning the Government's
action of embarking on a transaction
with the party's own kith and kin.
That is the point we must keep coming
back to. It is not an arm's-length trans-
action; it is a negotiation and deal with
the Labor Party's own kith and kin.

I am informed that proposals were put
before the Government In respect of office
accommodation. It has been claimed by
the Government that these proposals would
not give as good a rent as the proposal
related to Trades Hall. I doubt this very
much, because in this day and age when
there is such a surplus of accommodation
available one can go and bargain, particu-
larly if one has as a bargaining point a Gov-
ernment lease available for a long period
-for anything over seven, 10, or more
years. This is especially so with properties
of this kind which have a lease for a. long
period, because after the owners have re-
ceived the benefit of inflated land values
and building costs, and so on, they are, of
course, then well afloat.
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For the life of me I cannot see why
the Government could not have done as
good a deal elsewhere. We must conjecture
as to the rent that will be paid to the
Trades Hall. The only figure that has been
mentioned is $3.20 with air-conditioning. I
am not sure whether that includes space
for car parking or not. These are things
we are not told. We know from the answer
given by the Premier that the figure is
$3.23 as an all-up figure from one developer
and it Is $3.30 if it is completely carpeted.
This is according to the appendix to the
answer given by the Premier today.

The one I have mentioned to the Gov-
ernment is a better figure if one considers
it without air-conditioning. Air-condition-
ing could be tricky, because while It may
suit the owner of the building to have
individual units it may not always suit the
tenant who then has to use individual air-
conditioning units which are not always
satisfactory. If a building is tailor-
made with a master air-conditioning
unit built in it may cost more to
build but eventually the cost of the
air-conditioning will be less because of
cheaper operation costs. We have not been
told this.

I do not accept that the Government
will obtain premises cheaper through the
Trades Hall than it could obtain from a
business enterprise not seeking a Govern-
ment guarantee; but merely seeking to do
a good business deal as a rental proposition.

We must assume that the Trades Hall
will operate on an increased profit because
of the cheaper money that will be available
to it, and in the final analysis this money
will find its way back into the A.L.P. This,
of course, is the real rub.

If other political organisations turned up
and asked for a guarantee I know the
answers they would receive. It is appro-
priate for me at this time to refer to the
answers I received last year, which were
touched on by the Minister for Works by
way of interjection. On the 8th December,
1971, I asked the Premier a number of
questions, the first of which was--

(1) How many office blocks and simi-
lar building or land development
projects (other than Yundurup
canals) have been financially
assisted or guaranteed by the
State Government since 3rd
March, 1971?

The answer I received was "None." In my
second question I asked-

(2) If any such financial assistance
or guarantees have been given,
to which parties have they been
given, on what conditions and for
what amounts?

The Premier replied that this was "An-
swered by (1)." My next question asked-

(3) Which projects of this kind are
under consideration?

This is the point I emphasise because in
his answer to my third question the
Premier said, "None." In my fourth ques-
tion I asked-

(4) (a) Has an application been re-
ceived from the A.L.P., T.L.C.
or organisations associated
with A.L.P. or T.L.C. for fin-
ancial assistance in respect of
funds or guarantees for new
office accommodation;

(b) if so, has a decision been
made and what assistance is
involved;

(c) if no decision has been made.
when can a decision be ex-
pected, and what form of
assistance and/or guarantee
is under consideration?

The Premier replied as follows-
(4) (a), (b) and (c) No such applica-

tion has been received.
The next question and answer are im-
portant and that is why I am sorry the
Minister for Works is not here, because
he said he would not be surprised at this
project succeeding. My next question of
the Premier was-

(a) Is it correct that the Government
is prepared to give assistance
through guarantees or guaranteed
rentals to developers who are pre-
Pared to commence early construc-
tion of major building projects;

To this the Premier replied, "(a) No." I
then asked-

(b) if "Yes" what criteria will be ap-
plied in considering applicants?

The Premier replied, "(b) Answered by
(a) ." We were entitled to assume that
the propaganda that had gone on in the
newspapers which implied that the Trades
Hall was going to be redeveloped and was
being financially assisted by the Govern-
ment was not correct, I assume these
answers were given by the Premier in all
good faith, but from them I was entitled
to draw the conclusion that this was a dead
letter; that it had only been propaganda.

Mr. Hartrey: Which paper put out the
propaganda?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I cannot say for
certain, but the matter was reported at
some length, and this prompted the ques-
tions I asked.

Mr. Bertram: What was the date you
quoted?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The date of my
questions was the 8th December, 1971. No
matter what yardstick is applied to this
Proposition it comes back to the same
thing; we know what the intention is and
we know what the result will be; and this
leaves a nasty taste in everybody's mouth.

This is something we have frowned on
in the political circles of this State and I
believe that over the Years Governments
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have endeavoured to conduct themselves
with Proprietary in this matter: because
no Government likes to have this odour
develop around it, or have any suggestion
that it has tried to do something that is
not right. But this Government has left
Itself exposed with a blatant announce-
ment of negotiations for a transaction
which can be nothing else but something
to favour its own political party.

Before I came to the end of my com-
ments I want to remind members about
the protracted discussions that took place
between the U.F.G.A. and the T.L.C., be-
cause they have a bearing on the particu-
lar matter we are now discussing. We on
this side of the House did not give the
$23,000,000 project a chance to get to
first base, particularly after the Premier
gave an undertaking that if the Govern-
ment was Prepared to give a guarantee he
would bring the agreement to Parliament
for ratification. We knew then that we
would be able to study the project in de-
tail, have all the feasibility and other
ramifications of It exposed in the Parlia-
ment, and deal with it in a proper fashion.

Mr. Graham: Bring it to Parliament so
that your colleagues could, in fact, do
what they liked with it irrespective of
what the proposition was! Not likely!

Sir CHARLES COURT: I ask the Minis-
ter just to keep calmn. I Just want to
raise this point because it is very perti-
nent to this particular guarantee. Mem-
bers will recall that that was the deal
with U.F.G.A.-T.L.C. and its objective
was to try to feed back, from these abat-
toir proposals, some funds to the U.P.C&A.
at one end, and at the other end to the
T.L.C. Of course, one does not need to
have a very vivid imagination to realise
what would have happened to the amount
of money that was foreshadowed at the
time to be fed off to the T.IJ.C.

I just remind members opposite that
Mr. Rogers of the U.F.G.A. feels he has
been taken for a ride by the Government
for the second time, because in the The
Geraldton Guardian under date the 23rd
August, 1972. he has some very strong
words to say. He was telling people not
to give up hope after the recent cancella-
tion of the Oeraldton, Northam, and Boyup
Brook proposals by the U.F.G.A.-T.L.C. In
this newspaper article, be went on to
saY-

On June 7 this year the government
offered us the guarantee-

Hie was speaking there of U.F.G.A.-T.L.C.
Continuing-

-to build one of the works at Northam,
which we accepted. The Government
last week rejected its own offer.

The Government has never been
asked to provide any money, not even
the dollar. What we want is the

Government's approval to go ahead
and build works as we have the $23
million needed.

He went on to say-
. . . before the feasibility study had
even been sighted by the Department
of Industrial Development, the Trea-
suny and Department of Agriculture
stated they were opposed to the project.

This opposition has persisted, even
though those departments were unable
to fault the study after examining it
for two weeks with the engineers.

However, I am not condoning or support-
ing the application of U.P.G.A. and, the
T.L.C. I think the Government did the
right thing, because if ever anything was
right for bringing condemnation on the
Government, that was. However, Mr.
Rogers has let the cat out of the bag.
According to him, the Government, at that
date, had offered him the one abattoir
scheme based on the Northam project and
had then gone back on its promise. How-
ever, In my opinion, the Government was
wise enough to pull out of that proposition.

If the Government had started with the
U.F.G.A.-T.L.C. project it would have been
too close to the bone; too close to its kith
and kin, and It could have expected noth-
ing but trouble. The principle behind it
would have been to provide funds for poli-
tical activity.

In this case we have had no suggestion
of ratification, but the Premier will no
doubt tell us, when he replies, whether he
intends to seek an amendment to the
legislation or some statutory approval for
variation of the definition of "industry."
If, of course, It is a Government instru-
mentality that is making the money avail-
able the lender will accept the original
ruling on the definition of "Industry" in
the Industries Assistance Act without the
need for a Bill.

Before I conclude I just want to refer
to one or two other matters which are of
an important, but lesser, nature. I want
to refer particularly to the Premier's letter
that was published in this morning's news-
Paper. He takes the newspaper to task for
its leading article that was published In
the previous day's issue, but that is an
argument between him and the newspaper.
However, the Premier refers specifically to
two transactions which he cited as Justifi-
cation for the decision that this Govern-
ment has made.

In the first place, he refers to MeEwen
House in Canberra. If he knows the facts
of MeEwen House, he Will know that they
are completely different from the facts
surrounding the issue In this State. No
favours were ranted to erect that building
In Canberra. It has been the policy of
the Government to use the land in Can-
berra by erecting buildings upon it under
leasehold. They have a different type of
title to land compared with what we have
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in our own State. To the best of my
knowledge it is a leasehold principle in
Canberra. MeEwen House is not erected
on any land that was granted as a special
favour at all. There is not one cent of
Commonwealth money involved in it, either
by guarantee or by advances.

This question of rent should be under-
stood. No favours were given that were
not given to other national organisations
in Canberra.

The Premier then went on to refer to
New South Wales, and to what Premier
Askin had done. In regard to that, I
understood that the situation, when it was
first mooted, was to facilitate the develop-
ment of a suitable building for the Trades
Hail organisation in Sydney. To my mind
this is an entirely different proposition
from what is being done now when our
State Government is blatantly financing a
straightout commercial venture. In the
New South Wales case a special amend-
ment was made to the Government Guar-
antees Act in 1968 to make It possible for
the Government in that State to guarantee
the finance for the building of a Trades
Hall and similar buildings, but for Trades
Hall purposes. I find that the cost of that
project was about $2,000,000-that is, the
building Part of It-and the total, includ-
ing the cost of fittings, and so on, was
about $3,200,000. At the time a mortgage
was accepted by the Commonwealth Bank.
guaranteed by the New South Wales
Liberal-Country Party Government, and it
is serviced by the Labor Party or Trades
Hall through its own radio channel which,
if I remember rightly, has something to do
with the original situation. This, in turn.
if the radio station is profitable, must re-
duce the cost of rentals, and so on, to the
Trades and Labor Council-or by whatever
,3ther name it is called-in New South
Wales.

That building has 10 floors leased to
unions. This was the original concept of
that project. It is entirely different from
the project we are discussing now. In any
case it was not a Labor Government fi-
nancing the Trades Hall; It was a Liberal-
Country Party Government that was enter-
ing into a proposition to assist the trade
union movement in its normal operations,
but not on a basis of profit making. The
only other two floors of the building, apart
from the ground floor, are occupied by
solicitors acting for the unions, and so I
think the member for Boulder-flundas
would say that this is'a complex of a desir-
able type, and he would not quarrel with
my deduction that it is part and parcel of
a total union complex and not a trading
venture.

Therefore, one cannot consider the New
south Wales concept as being in the same
atmosphere as the situation we have to
consider in Perth. I understand that the
remaining floor of the building in New

South Wales it the ground floor. As mem-
bers are probably aware, in any buildings
erected in Sydney-or in any capital city,
for that matter-the ground floor is a very
costly and valuable part of the building,
and the ground floor of the New South
Wales building is occupied by the Com-
monwealth Bank which Provided the
money to enable the building to be con-
structed.

So if we look at the total New South
Wales complex of the unions occupying
10 floors of the building, their solicitors
occupying two, and the bankers who ad-
vanced the money occupying the ground
floor, I think most of us present would
concede that Premier Askin had financed
a union complex and had not entered in-
to a business deal such as the present
State Government wants to foster in this
State.

Mr. Davies: Are all those People that
you have mentioned paying rents, or are
they occupying the floors rent free?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I should ima-
gine that the governing body of the Trades
Hall-or by whatever name it is known
in Sydney-would not let them be there
gratis, but that is entirely its own business.

Mr. Davies: I think it is an important
Point You overlooked.

Sir CHARLES COURT: But the unions
occupy Practically all the building, and if
we are Prepared to concede that the other
two floors are occupied by the legal people
acting for the unions, the whole building
is, for all practical purposes, being used
for the Purpose for which it was originally
intended. If they had wanted to erect a
24-storey or a 30-storey monster, and have
10 floors taken up with union offices and
the remaining floors occupied by private
firms and individuals, I am sure Premier
Askin would have had another look at the
Proposition; but, as it was, he financed it
on the basis that it was a union complex
and I do not find any serious quarrel with
him Provided he was satisfied that it was
to be used for that purpose and not as a
money-making machine for Party political
funds.

Mr. Davies: Surely they would have to
get their money back.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Of course they
would service their money, but they are,
doing it as part of a total union organisa-
tion, according to the information given
to me as late as today. The Minister is
talking about a building where his de-
partment would occupy approximately
seven floors out of whatever number is
to be built, and very little of the building
would be occupied by unions and, if
rumour has it correctly, the rental cost
to the unions will be so much greater than
they have been used to paying that some of:
them will not go there, anyhow.
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Mr. Davies: Where are suitable buildings
to be found which can be Immnediately
occupied by unions?

Sir CHARLES COURT: That is a red
herring sort of a question, because It has
no, relevance to this matter at all. I am
amazed, in the first place, that the Gov-
ernment was prepared to do this, The
total building could have been financed
without Government guarantee if Trades
Hall had been prepared to pay the ruling
rate of interest, but this guarantee repre-
sents an extra saving of 14 to 2 per cent.
interest which it wanted to feed back for
Political purposes.

SMr. Jamieson: Some of your Immediate
mates have -been hurt.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I have confined
my remarks to this Trades Hall finance
deal, but the motion goes far beyond this
and some of my Colleagues will have
plenty to say about that. However, one
does not have to look very far to find
further examples of mismanagement on
the Part of this Government. It is only
tonight that we have had ths mast In-
explicable situation that has arisen over
the pylons, which concerns a Government
Instrumentality that called tenders In July,

Mr. Lapham: What has this to do with
the motion?

Sir CHARLES COURT: It has plenty
to do with the motion.

Mr. Janmieson: You ought to hiear what
the Eastern States Press says about you.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We will deal
with that at the appropriate time if the
Minister so wishes. I shall deal with It
with pleaslure. A'Government instrumen-
tality calls for tenders, but the Minister
now says that they were not tenders. The
people concerned, in good' faith, incurred
costs in order to submit their tenders.
They have to submit firm tenders In the
fourth quarter of this year, because they
have to be accredited tenderers. However,
when they read this morning's newspaper,
they saw an announcement that E.P.T. is
the. firm that is to be granted a contract
to erect the pylons. This Is a $7,700,000
contract. It is an expansion of a contract
for less than $1,000,000. in the light of the
Information given to us through answers
to questions, I decided to move this motion.
One does not care to do this so consist-
ently.

Several Government memnbers. inter-
jected.

*The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. Jamieson: Where is your "crocodile

tears" hanky?
I Mr. Graham: it is chicken In the
manure! You are vicious and you know
it! : . I

Sir CHARLES COURT: I sat here for
six years from 1953 to 1959 and beard the
horse laughs from members opposite so
often that I even know what key they will
be chanted in. That is when we know
the Government is really on the run. No
Government has ever made so many boo-
boos In so short a time. I have moved this
motion with the conviction that the Gov-
ernment should get out and allow the
people to have a say as to who should
be in office..

Mr. . Graham: Egotistical windbag!
That's all.

The SPEAKER: Is there a seconder?
Mr. O'NEIL: I second the. motion.
MR. J1. T. TONKIN (Melville-Premier)

(8.01 p.m.]: We have become accustomed
to hearing the Leader of the Opostion
almost weekly moving a motion of censure
on the Government.

Mr. Williams: It deserves It.
Mr. O'Neil: We only get a chance once

a week unfortunately,
Mr. J. T1. TONKfl4: Having been in

Government for so long, the Leader of the
Opposition Is now finding it difficult in
Opposition. One can understand his feel-
ings. After having practically his own -way
for 12 years and doing what he liked,
almost, to have to sit there and find some-
one else governing the country would in-
deed be hard for him to take.

Sir Charles Court: Oh no.
Mr. O'Neill: Especially when you. do not

know the difference between governing and
misgoverning.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: It is no wonder he
comes out like this so regularly with a
motion of censure.

Mr. Bertram: It is routine.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: It is amusing to see

the way in which he wipes aside what has
been done elsewhere as If those responsible
were virtuous, but similar things done by
this Government In Western Australia are
such as in his opinion to warrant the
statements, "must blatant decision ever
taken" and "nothing short of a public
scandal."

Mr. O'Neil: Hear, hear!t
Sir Charles Court: I believe that to be

true. There is no comparison.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Leader of the

opposition makes it worse by saying he be-
lieves It to be true. Let me tell himi this:
If he uses insulting language like that to
me and reinforces it by saying he believes
It to be true, he must take what I propose
to give 1dm.

Sir Charles Court: We have no doubt
what you will say.

Mr. Graham: Y ou will be surprised!
Mr. Jamieson: You watt and see!
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Sir Charles Court: We are entitled to
attack your Governmnent!

Mr. Janieson., We will be pleased with
your resignation!

Several members Interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. J. T. TONKINq: Let us deal first

of all 'With what has been done elsewhere.
Take McEwen House in Canberra, built
upon land Provided by the Commonwealth
Government for the purpose-

Mr. W. A. Manning: Who told you that?
Mr. ONeil: The Government provides

all the land for everyone In Canberra,
Mr. J. T. TONKIN, -and It houses the

Country Party.
Mr. W. A. Manning: Who told you that?
Mr. Williams: Who else will provide land

in Canberra?
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: In addition, at least

90 per cent, of the rental accommodation
Is rented by the Department of Foreign
Affairs and it Is reasonable to assume that
that Is not being rented at a loss.

Mr. Rushiton: How big a guarantee did
they receive?

Mr. O'Nleil: None.
Mr. J. T. TONKWT: So the Department

Of Foreign Affairs must be contributing to
the financial resources of the Country
Partyj.

Mr. McPharlln: There was no Govern-
ment guarantee.

Mr. Graham: Starting to chicken out
already?

Mr. Oweil: No Government funds were
Involved.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. J- T. TONKIN: Fortunately my time

Is not limited and these interjections will
not deprive me of the time I need to tell
this story fully.

Sir Charles Court: That is all fight.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: So we establish this

point then: there Is no difference on this
Particular point with regard to aiding
Political funds.

Mr. Rushton: What rubbish!
Sir Charles Court: They got no cheap

money through a Governnent guarantee.
That makes a difference.

Mr. J. T. TONKflN: Let us deal with
point for point. I will come to the other
angles in a moment. The first point is
that it is stated that because a political
party is in a Position to rent accomrnoda-
tion to the Government then, by virtue of
that fact, the Government is making a
contribution to the funds of that political
party; and it does not make any difference
whether the accommodation is In Canberra

or in Perth because it cannot be one thing
in Canberra and a different thing in
Perth-

Sir Charles Court;, It can be.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -if Government de-

partments are renting accommodaftion
from a political party.

Sir Charles Court: One guaranteed and
one not.

Mr. Janieson: Trying to draw aL red
herring across the trail.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: r will come to the
guarantee In due course and the Leader of
the Opposition will be surprised!

Now we come to Sir Robert Askin in
New South Wales; and I had to smile at
the way the Leader of the Opposition said
that this is helping a trade union to estab-
lish a headquarters and there is nothing
wrong with that. There Is nothing wrong
with a Government helping unions to
establish headquarters-

Mr. Hutchinson: Not in the same way.
Mr. J. T. TONKCIN: -and we are aiding

the development of a part of the city
which has stagnated for Years by making
it possible-

Mr. R. L. Young:, I thought you were
doing it to provide offce space.

Mr. J1. T. TONKIN: -for a brand-new
building to be erected in an area and thus
upgrade the area. I defy anyone to say
otherwise.

Mr. ONell: That is bighearted.
Mr. Graham: Not a Brand-Court build-

ing.
Dr. Dadour: You will tell us about the

second building that is proposed.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I will tell the bon-

ourable member more than he wants to
hear.

In order to make money available in
New South Wales, the Premier-Mr. Robert
Askin as he then was-was prepared
to amend the Government Guarantees Act
because as it stood It did not enable him
to do so. So he introduced an amendment
in 1968 which was a Bill to "authorise the
Treasurer to execute certain guarantees;
for this purpose to amend the Government
Guarantees Act, 1934, as subsequently
amended; and for purposes connected
therewith." That is the first point. In
order to enable him to give a guarantee
to the Tades Hall he was prepared to
amend the Act because it did not permit
him to do it.

Sir Charles Court: For a Trades Hall.
of course.

Mr. J1. T. TONKIN:- Let us see what he
had to say, and it Is as well that we read
all he- said about this so that there can
be no misunderstanding of the situation.
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I quote from the New South Wales Par-
liamentary Debates, Session 1968-69, Third
Series, Volume 74, page 947. as follows:-

GOVERNMENT GUARANTEES
(AMENDMENT) BILL

Second Reading

Mr. ASKIN (Collaroy), Premier and
Treasurer [8.13]: 1 move:

That this bill be now read a
second time.

In my introductory speech I intimated
that the purpose of the bill is to pro-
vide authority for the issue of govern-
ment guarantees In respect of loans
granted by lenders. First, to dairy
factories to assist them to acquire
facilities for the bulk handling and
transportation of milk and, second, to
the trustees of the Labor Council of
New South Wales for the construction
of a new Trades Hall centre. Because
government guarantees can be made
available only for the purposes speci-
fied in the Government Guarantees
Act, amendment of the Act is neces-
sary to enable guarantees to be
executed in the cases I have referred
to.

With regard to the first proposal,
bulk handling of milk from farm to
factory has already been introduced
in many areas of the State. The sys-
tern has obvious advantages for both
dairy farmer and the processor of
dairy products and the Government
decided that its extension throughout
the whole of the State should be en-
couraged. At the same time it was re-
cognised that the system would involve
the use of refrigerated farm vats, milk
tankers and other Items of equipment
which are expensive to buy, and that
its adoption could Pose some financial
difficulties for the industry. Accord-
ingly. a special committee consisting
of representatives of the Department
of Agriculture, the Rural Bank and
the Treasury was established to ex-
amine the financial problems involved
and the extent to which the Govern-
ment might assist.

The next paragraph deals with the pro-
Position in connection with milk and I do
not think it is particularly relevant to the
rest of the argument. It goes on-

The other amendment to the Gov-
ernment Guarantees Act proposed in
this Bill is of a more specific nature.
In the middle of 1986, the late Hon.
J. D. Kenny approached the Govern-
ment concerning the Plans of the
Labor Council of New South Wales for
the erection of a new Trades Hall
centre in Sussex Street. Land has
already been acquired for this purpose,
and to assist in the financing of the
building the Labor Council of New

South Wales -proposes to borrow from
a bank which has asked that a govern-
ment guarantee be provided In respect
of the amount to be advanced, which
is quite substantial. The Government,
recognising the important function
which the Labor Council fulfils, readi-
ly agreed to provide this support, and
the amendment in this Bill will pro-
vide the necessary authority.

There was not a dissentient voice. Natur-
ally enough the Leader of the opposition
(Mr. Pat Hills) supported the Bill and it
was duly agreed to.

Mr. Williams: Did they give a guaran-
tee later on?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Yes.
Mr. Williams: How much was It for?
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: For more than

$2 000,000. When he was speaking the
Leader of the Opposition said that a guar-
antee is not necessary in Western Aus-
tralia because Trades Hall (Inc.) has the
site and it could barrow the money without
any diffculty. but would have to pay more
for it. Would not that have applied in
New South Wales because that organisa-
tion had a site too-

Sir Charles Court: But that was for a
different purpose,

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -in Sussex Street?
The fact that it obtained a guarantee
enabled it, I would say, to borrow the
money more cheaply and, what is more,
to get the loan.

Sir Charles Court: But that was for a
Trades Hall centre.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Never mind about
the purpose. I am dealing with the facts
of the matter and the statement of the
Leader of the Opposition-

Mr. Williams: Not a true comparison.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -that in Western

Australia there is no need for a guarantee
because the people here have a block of
land.

Mr. Williams: The purpose is com-
pletely different.

Mr. J. T. TONKI: The purpose does
not come into it.

Mr. Williams: No, not as far as you are
concerned. It does not suit you.

Mr. J. T'. TONKIN: The Leader of the
Opposition took the point that there was
no need for Perth Trades Hall to approach
the Government for a guarantee if it was
prepared to pay a higher interest rate be-
cause it could raise the money on the
security of the land. Surely that applies
in New South Wales.

Sir Charles Court: A different purpose
altogether. That one is a Trades Hall
centre as such.
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* Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The statement of the
Leader of the opposition was that it could
borrow the money because It bad the land.

Sir Charles Court: If it had commercial
rents it could have borrowed the money.

Mr. J. T. TONKfI: It could borrow the
money because it had the land I Why not
borrow the money in New South Wales
without a guarantee when those people
had the land?

Sir Charles Court: If they wanted to put
commercial tenants in there they could
have done it, but they wanted only union
tenants.

Mr. J. 2 TONKIN. The Leader of the
Opposition does not know what he is talk-
ing about.

Mr. Graham: Shifting ground.
Mr. O'Nell: The Commonwealth Bank

occupies only half of the ground floor of
Trades Hall, Sydney.
- Mr. Orayden: In one vase the money
is received from a benefactor and in the
other case You axe dipping into the em-
ployer's till.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Is that what the
member for South Perth is saying?

.Mr. Grayden: You are dipping into the
einployeis' till. The money is coming out
of the Public coffers.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Is the member for
South Perth asserting that members of
this Government are dipping into the em-
ployers' till?

Mr. Grayden: You are taking money out
of the public Purse.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN; Members opposite
are setting the pattern for what will come.
They should not think that I will stand
here and take It without giving It back.

Mr. Graham: Hear, hear!
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Members opposite

are setting the pattern. They should not
blame me for what I tip onto them before
I finish.

Mr. Grayden: Perhaps there will be big-
ger and better Liberal Party offices in
Western Australia very shortly.

Mr. Jamieson. The Liberal Party can do
with them.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The next point is
that the Leader of the Opposition says it
is unfair to all other developers who also
want to provide office space for the Gov-
ernment to give a guarantee In connection
with a building.

Mr. Rt. L. Young: Which it is.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: If it is unfair for

Labor to do it, It is also unfair for Liberals
to do It. I propose to tell a story which
will reveal that the Government of which
the Leader of the Opposition was a mnem-
ber did that very thing. At the time two
propositions were before the Government;'

one was a proposition requiring a guaran-
tee and the other a proposition which did
not -require a guarantee.

Mx. R. L. Young: It did not give benefit
to the Liberal Party.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The proposition
which did not require a guarantee was
a far better one than the proposition
which did, but the Government opted for
the one which required a guarantee.

Mr. Graham: I wvonder why?
Mr. J. T. TONKIN*: The previous Gov-

ernment did not amend the Act, either, to
enable it to give the guarantee.

Mr. May:, Silence!I
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Here is the story.
Sir David Brand: That has nothing to

do with it.
Sir Charles Court: We are all agog.
Mr. J. T?. TONKIN: The Minister for

Health at the time was Interested in en-
abling developers to build quarters for
nurses despite the fact that the Govern-
ment proposed at the time to erect quarters
itself so that nurses could live in. The
proposition was brought along by the
Minister for Health, but was strongly op-
posed by both the Board of Management
of the Royal Perth Hospital and by the
nurses. This opposition did not deter the
Government, because it gave a guarantee
to Bey Investments Pty. Ltd. to build fiats
at the corner of Goderich and Hill Streets.
Let us see how the story unfolds.

Mr. O'Neil: That saves loan funds. What
would the Under-Treasurer think of that?
What political party owns the building?

Mr. Jamieson: That is the end.
Mr. May: I hope the next censure

motion is better than this one.
Mr. J. T_ TONKIN: I shall quote from

pages 9. 10, and 11 of the file which I am
prepared to table if anyone is interested
in seeing it. Under the heading, "Flat ac-
commodation," it reads as follows:-

It has always been traditional in this
State that hospitals are equipped with
nursing staff accommodation. For the
quarters provided. including food, we
currently deduct $8.42 per nurse. This
sumn varies with the payment received
and Is expressed as a percentage of
their base rate.

Most -nurses show a preference for
living out and, as soon as possible, a
great number of them arrange for
private accommodation. This Is not
always satisfactory or readily avail-
able.

In some countries of the world the
idea of the hospital providing accom-
modation has been almost completely
done away with. All things considered,
it would appear to be desirable that
we should commence to follow this line
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here. The thought is that we should
supply accommodation only for first
year students. it would be reasonable
to suppose that parents would be reluc-
tant to allow their children to come
to the city at 17 and be without any
control whatever. It therefore follows
that hospitals, particularly those train-
ing nurses, should have available suffi-
cient accommodation to house the
trainees until they reach the age of
18 years.

As for the rest of the staff, they
are only too anxious to move out in-
to private accommodation, sometimes
singly, sometimes three or four to-
gether.

Now comes a very interesting part.
Mr. O'Neil: The other was quite In-

teresting.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN* To continue-

I have spoken to Mr. Krantz and
have inspected some of his flats. The
proposition I discussed with him was
that he should form syndicates', erect
buildings of fiats adjacent to our major
hospitals, these flats to be built to a
standard where they could be let for
approximately $5 per head. Naturally
a single flat would cost more than this.
but three girls clubbing together could
rent a flat at $5 per head. This would
leave the girls $3.42 for food and other
Incidentals.

Consequently the Idea did not come from
the architect, but it was the Minister who
had the idea In the first place.

Mr. O'Neil: Looking for ways of conserv-
Ing loan funds.

Mr. Hutchinson: Why do members op-
posite scoff at that?

Mr. J. T. TONKINq: At the expense of
all other developers, the Government
selected this one developer and said to
him, "You can start here and then you
can erect fiats alongside all our major
hospitals. Mr. Krantz, you can do this."
Was not that giving him an advantage
over other developers? Was not that giv-
ing him a guarantee that If he went ahead
and erected the flats, rental accommoda-
tion would be taken by the Government?

Mr. Rushton, There is no parallel.
Mr. Jamieson, it does not sit members

opposite to see the parallel.
Mr. Williams: The Government cannot

justify its action.
Mr. Jamieson: The member for Eunbury

would Dot know what day it Is.
Mr. J. T. TONKfI: Mr. Krantz was In-

terested In the proposition. No wonder!
To continue-

Mr. Krantz is interested In the pro-
position. He tells me syndicates re-
quire ten per cent., which seems
reasonable. His building coats are

good and from what I have seen of his
flats his designs are eminently work-
able. So far as he is concerned equity
capital Ise no problem. He does, how-
.ever, have some difficulties with mort-

*gage moneys. In this connection he
would find a Government guarantee

* helpful.
Mr. O'Neil. So would anybody.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: To continue-

It could be that such a guarantee
would present little or no difficulty, as
the syndicate would have 50 per cent.
equity in the building and therefore
the risk would be negligible and it Is
very unlikely to be called upon.

The suggested guarantee could lead
to slightly cheaper money-

I think we heard something about that
from the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. O'Nell: It Is a fact.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Leader of the

opposition said that it gives a person an
advantage over -other developers.

Sir Charles Court: That Is right.
Mr. O'Neil: We made that point.
Mr. J, T. TONKIN: To continue -

-which would, of course, keep rental
costs down.

Mr. Davies:, He never made that point.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: To continue-

it is also possible that we might be
able to assist in some way with regard
to land in situations where we require
the flats to be built.

It would be necessary to arrange
with Mr. Krantz some form of a con-,
tract where we would have first option
on the flats in order to give the nurs-
Ing staff an opportunity of taking
them up. We would also require first
refusal of any flats Subsequently
vacated, either by nurses or other per-
sons occupying the'flats.

The fiats would not be controlled by
the hospital, We would have no re-
sponsibilities whatsoever with regard
to maintenance or anything else..

Mr. Krantz has an immediate pro-
position adjacent to Royal Perth Hos-
pital In which he has some $500,000 in
equity capital and for which he will
require an additional half million in
mortgage moneys. There are soi
complications in this particular pro-
position as Royal Perth Is currently
almost ready to go to tender for the
erection of nurses quarters.

Ipause here to emphasise that the Gov-
ernment itself was on the point of going
to tender for the erection of nurses'
quarters. This is something which the
Leader of the Opposition said was more
desirable.
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Sir Charles Court: -This was not office
accommodation for departments. It was
an entirely different matter and we were
desperate for loan funds.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: It was accommo-
dation for Government employees. The
point is that before this proposition came
along the Government saw the necessity
for nurses' quarters and was preparing to
go to tender to build them. '

Mr. O'Neil: That file discloses all the
factors, the complications, the advantages,
and the disadvantages, which is more than
any proposition we have seen from you.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: To continue-
This, however, could proceed as

they will require a total of some 215
beds for first year students and they
currently have accommodation for
only about 150. Royal Perth's plans are
in three stages and it could well be
that we could stop stages 2 and 3 if
it is possible to switch to the Krantz
proposition outlined roughly above.

Other hospitals in which we would
be interested in the provision of
accommodation. would be country
regional hospitals as they develop-
Albany, Geraldton, Eunbury, Narrogin,
Kalgoorlte-and, in the metropolitan
area, the peripheral hospitals of
Osborne Park, Swan, Bentley and, of
course, the major hospitals and in
particular Royal Perth and the Perth
Medical Centre.

Your consideration of this propo-
sition and principle is requested.

Mr. O'Neil: Tell us what the Under-
Treasurer thought about it.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: What a bonanza!
Mr. O'Neil: The Premier Is not game

to tell us. I would bet it is on that file.
Mr. J. T. TONKCIN: I repeat: What a

bonanza! The Government intended to
hand to one individual developer, who was
seeking a guarantee, a sewn-up proposition
that he could start with this project first
and then go from hospital to hospital
with the guarantee that the department
would use the buildings to house and
accommodate nurses. Yet, the Leader of
the Opposition rose to his feet and talked
about giving a developer an advantage
by issuing a guarantee! The proposition
to which I have just referred would cer-
tainly have given the developer a guaran-
tee, and that was only a start.

Sir Charles Court: it would have meant
cheap rents for nurses.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: One must assume
that, as this developer wanted to go from
hospital to hospital, he would have had
no difficulty in obtaining guarantees for
the purpose.

Mr. W. A. Manning: I thought the
Premier said it Is no good to assume things.
Did he get them?

Mr. J. T. TONIN: He got them.
Mr. O'Neil: Tell us what the Under-

Treasurer thought about the proposition.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: There was a change

of Government before he could go much
further.

Mr. O'Neil: Tell us what the Under-
Treasurer thought of the proposition to
save loan funds.

Mr. Jamieson: He would have the same
attitude on this proposition, because loan
funds are still in the same position.

Mr. OINeil: Tell us what the Under-
Treasurer said about the current proposi-
tion.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. J. T. TONKIN. Apparently the

Deputy Leader of the Opposition has run
out of patience. At page 17 of this file there
is a minute from the Under-Treasurer to
the Treasurer. It reads as follows,.

Hon. the Treasurer,
Mr. Cumming has made preliminary

enquiries in relation to proposals for
the accommodation of nurses in fiats.
His comments are attached.
. 2. Two projects are referred to but
I suggest we should not become In-
volved with the office block as there
are many similar ventures being pro-
moted at this time and it is very doubt-
ful whether the Government could
commit itself to taking any of the
accommodation which would become
available.

Mr. O'Neil: Tis proposition does not
concern, office blocks.

Mr. 3, T. TONKIN: To continue-
3. The borrowing required for the

flats project is estimated at $800,000
and the Government guarantee being
sought relates to this sum.

4. The justification for a guarantee
lies in the fact that a number of the
fiats would be earmarked for nurses
so resulting in a saving in capital out-
lays by the State for nurses quarters.

Mr. O'Neil: That is right.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Who said it was not?
mr. O'Nell: You were hoping it was

not.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The minute con-

tinues-
5. it would he necessary of course

for potential lenders to accept a Gov-
ernment guarantee and this would no
doubt restrict the field of borrowing.
'This is because there is a body of legal
opinion which considers the Govern-
ment has no power to issue guarantees
under the Industry (Advances) Act
where the borrower is not engaged in
Industry as defined by the Rural and
industries Bank Act. The flats project
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would not -qualify as an industry for
the purposes of the Act. A copy of a
recent opinion in this matter IS
attached.

6. 1 do not consider it appropriate
to consider the issue of guarantees
under the Hospitals Act.

7. If arrangements suitable to the
Medical Department for the housing
of nurses can be made with the pro-
moters of the fiats project I believe
there would be merit in the Govern -
mnent helping to finance the scheme
through the issue of a guarantee.

8. 1 consider it would be desirable
for officers of the Medical Department
to keep in touch with Mr. Oumming
as the matter Progresses.

I want to show members later that the
Previous Government made a decision to
give the guarantee without knowing what
the financial arrangements in regard to
the-*charges were going to be.

I have here an Interesting letter from
Mr. Reilly, who is, I understand, the chair-
man of the Board of Management of the
Royal Perth Hospital. This Is on page
18 of the file and it is dated the 24th
January, 1967. It reads as follows-

Dear Mr. Minister,
Nurses Homes-Royal Perth

Hospital
Following our conference I discussed

with the Matron and the Administra-
tor the possibility of the Hospital
ceasing to provide living accommoda-
tion for trainee nurses and trainee
nursing aides. As you know, the pres-
ent policy requires trainees to "live-
in" except in the case of those in their
final year who make application for
permission to "live-out".

Neither Matron nor the Adinis-
trator is prepared to support a com-
plete abandonment of this policy but
they would recommend to the Board
that all trained nurses, all third year
student nurses and all trainee nurs-
ing aides over 21 be required to live-
out subject to the following condi-
dions, viz:
1. That stage one of the nurses' home

at Goderich Street be completed
as planned.

I want to point out here that the first
condition was not met. The letter con-
tinues--

2. That the remainder of the Coder-
ich Street area be reserved for
five years to permit revival of
plans for a complete nurses' home
should that be decided.

3. That the Murray Street Nurses'
Home be modernized.

4. That change-rooms be provided
at the Hospital for Staff living out.

The above is not quite what you
hav& in mind but I am prepared to
submit it to the Board of Management
if it will advance the project you have
under consideration.

I will now read a letter from the admiinis-
trator to the Minister. This is on page 27
of the file and it reads as follows:-

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon, M.L.C.,
Minister for Health,
WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
Dear Sir,

Nurses' Accommodation
The Board of Management held a

special meeting on Tuesday, 21st
February, to consider your letter and
proposals dated 13th February, 1987.

To give effect to your proposals it
would be necessary for the Board to
revise its policy which, in the past,
has required student nurses to 'live-
in'. Such policy revision called for
serious consideration because of the
issues which have hitherto been re-
garded of prime Importance.

Members of the Board were there-
fore given a full week's notice of the
special meeting and were provided
with copies of your letter and pro-
posals, together with recommnenda-
tions of the Nursing Advisory Com-
m ittee which held a meeting on 14th
February.

Dr. Davidson and Mr, Devereux
have no doubt advised you of the
nature of the extensive discussion
which took place at the Board meet-
ing. It is probably therefore unneces-
sary for me now to do more than con-
vey the decision of the Board which
is as follows:

"RESOLVED that the Minister be
advised:

(a) that the Board cannot
accept his proposals in
their entirety but that it
is for a trial period, pre-
Pared to revise its Pres-
ent policy in accordance
with the recommenda-
tions of the Nursing Ad-
visory Committee with
the addition of the words
'when accommodation is
not available' at the end
of Item (v);

(b) that the recommenda-
tions are not regarded
as satisfactory but would
be adopted as an expedi-

- ent to help the Minister
in view of the present
shortage of capital funds;

(c) that it is the wish of the
Board that the Gloderich
Street/Hill Street site be
reserved for a Possible
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new residence for nurses
at some time in the f ut-
urwe."

The recommendations submitted by
the Nursing Advisory Committee, re-
ferred to above, read -as follows:

'T. That first-year student nurses
should 'live in'.

Ii. That second year student nur-
ses should 'live in' for at least
the first six months of the' 2nd
year.

III. That trainee aides under 21
years of age should 'live in'.

(N.B. one-year training course).
iv. That all other student nurses

should be given the option to
live 'In' or 'out' (subject to
availability of accommodation).

v. That all trained nursing staff
* should live out'."

Mr. Hutchinson: There is a lot of rough-
age in. that.

Mr.7 J. T. TONKIN: The letter con-
tinues-,

'I trust that the foregoing rpr
will be adequate for your purposes.

Mr. O'Neil: You are only proving how
well- this proposition was researched. I
only hope as much research has taken
Place in regard to the present proposition.

Mr. J, T. TONKIN: It was very well re-
searched, and- the previous Government
then disregarded the recommendations
when it came to giving a guarantee. The
Governme nt did not know Wuhat rent
would have to be charged when it made
the' decision' to give the guarantee. That
is how well It was researched .

Sir Charfes Court, My understanding Is
that at the time the Minister had a very
good knowledge and understanding of how
the rents were to'be assessed...

Mr. Grahani: Not a clue.
Mr. O'Neil: You have not been able to

tell us what rents are to be charged for
the new Trades Hall building.

Mr. Graham: So, what have you got to
crow about?

Mr. O'Neil: The Premier is indicating
how well this was researched; there was no
research into the other one.

Mr. 'J. T. TONKINf: At page 32 of the
file there is an extract from the minutes
of a meeting of the Medical Advisory
Committee held on the 13th March, 1967.
One would expect that the previous Gov-
ernment would take some notice of that
committee. The extract reads -

* Nursing Accommodation
*The Chairman reported on recent

action taken by the Board of Manage-
ment In regard to a proposal by the
Minister for Health that. nurses should

* live out in' fiats provided by private
enterprise.

The Board at a special -meeting held
on the 21st February, 1987 had re-
jected the proposals of the Minister
but had adopted the recommendations
of the Nursing Advisory Committee as
follows:

Then follow the recommendations I have
read out. The committee then resolved
that the Minister be advised-

(a) That the Board cannot accept his
proposals in their entirety but that
it is, for a trial period, prepared
to revise its present policy in ac-
cordance with the recommenda-
tions o f the Nursing Advisory Com-
mittee with the addition of the
words "when accommodation is
not available" at the end of item
(v).

Now we go on-
The Committee considered the sug-,

gestion not to proceed with the con-
struction of a new Nurses' Homer and
to house nurses in a block of flats'in
the vicinity of the Hospital. Members
of the Committee pointed out the need
to provide young nurses in training
with proper accommodation so that
they could return after an often
laborious period of duty to theirr room
without the necessity to undertake
further domestic work and with the
possibility of a quiet atmosphere for
study.

The unsalubrious area in which It
was proposed to build fiats was also
pointed out, and attention was drawn
to the likelihood that failure to pro-
vide satisfactory accommodation in
the hospital's nursing charge would
lead to a reduction of potential nurses
presenting for training in the hospi-
tal with the consequent necessity to
close down beds here.

Furthermore, it was noted that in
all modemn hospital building pro-
grammes, adequate Nurses' Homes are
still considered a first priority. This

* has been considered essential in the
development of the Hollywood Medical
Centre and the private hospital Of StL
John of God In Subiaco is currently
building a new Nurses' Home. Nurses'
Homes are being provided In the new
teaching hospital In Canberra and the
new Queen Elizabeth Hospital in
Adelaide has a large Nurses' Home.
while hospitals abroad have been simi-

* larly concerned for their nurses.

It was not suggested that provision
* for all nursing staff is necessary, but

certainly for trainee nurses this is con-
sidered essential. If Government
finance cannot be provided it was sug-
gested that alternative means of pro-
viding funds to build a nurses'- home
be sought.
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Mr. 'Lewis: What has all this to do
with the motion?

Mr. J. T. TONKfI: Note that a private
developer had been given the opportunity.
Now we comne to -the resolution-

RESOLVED unanimously that this
Committee recommend that the Board
of Management Informs the Govern-
ment that it regards the Minister's
liroposals with alarm and warns them
of the likely detrixnehtal effect on
nursing recruitment by the Royal
Perth Hospital and a possible conse-
quent necessity to close down some of
Its beds if the proposals are imple-
mhented.

Mr. Lewis: What has that to do with
the motion?

Mr. Graham: Be patient.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I-am quite prepared

to be patient with the member for Moore
and to elucidate what I am saying as I
continue so that he will be able to under-
stand it.

Mr. Lewis: This has nothing to do with
the motion.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Oh, has it not?
Mr. Lewis; No.

Mr. J. T. TONK2IN: The point is9 that
the Government of. which the member for
Moore was a Minister gave a guarantee
to a private developer.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Not to the Liberal
Party or to the Country Party.

Mr. Lewis; What has that to do -with
the argument as to whether we should
have nurses' quarters?

Mr. J, T. TQNKIN4: I will be- pleased
to hear from the honourable member in
due course, especially In regard to what
he has to say about MoEwen House.

'Mr. MePharlin: You will hear it.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The point I am

establishing without .any difficulty what-
soever-

Dr. Dadour: Not much.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -is that the pre-

vious Government, despite a very definite
declaration by the Board of Management
of Royal Perth Hospital-
* Mr. O'Nel. It was not a declaration

by the board of management.
*Dr. Dadour: It was only a feasibility

study..
Mr. 3 . T. TONKIN: - -that it was

against the proposal- -

Mr. Hutchinson: That is because of
nurses--

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -and despite the
decision of the Medical Advisory Commit-
tee that It viewed the proposals with
alarm-

Mr. Hutchinson: -They are concerned
'with nurses' discipline.

(l09)

Mr. O'Ndl: - You are only proving' how
thoroughly the whole matter was re-
searched. I hope you can say the same
about the propo6al for the Trddes Hall
building.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: We will see. how
well it was researched as I continue.

Dr. Dadour: What are you going to do
with the nurses?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: At page 34 of the
file the administrator wrote to the Minis-
ter under date the 12th April, 1967, as
follows:-

The Minister for Health.
*Western Australia.

Dear, Sir,
Nursing- Accommodation

I refer to the letter from this Hos-
pital dated 23rd February, in which
the Board of Management replied to
your proPosal6 in respect of "living-in"

*requirements and the accommodation
of nurses.

Since that date the matter has been
further considered by the Medical Ad-
visory Committee of this Hospital and
i-n the result the Committee has re-
quested that the Government be in-
formed that it regards the proposals
with alarm and warns of the likely
detrimental effect on nursing recruit-
ment by this Hospital and a possible
consequent necessity to close down
some of its beds if the proposals are
implemented. The Board agreed to
communicate this request to you.

Mr: O'Neil: It did nlo more than follow
the request of the Medical Advisory Coin-
mittee.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN:, But it did not make
any difference.

Mr. O'Neil: It did not change the
opinion of the board; it simply approved
of the opinion of the Medical Advisory
Committee.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: At page 58 the fol-
lowing minute from the Under-Treasurer
to the Treasurer appears:-

These papers deal with a request for
a guarantee to the Commonwealth
Superannuation Board to enable Bey
Investments Pty. LWd. to borrow funds

* to erect a block of flats to accomrmo-
date nurses employed at the Royal
Perth Hospital.

The Architect for the project, Mr.
H. A. Krantz, has had discussions with
both the Medical Department and the
Treasury. Negotiations have advanced
to the stage where plans for the build-
ing have been completed and the Hon.
Minister for Health has now requested
that approval be given, to the issue of
the required guarantee.
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I point out, Mr. Speaker, particularly to
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, that
at the stage where the Minister for Health
requested approval for the guarantee the
amount of the loan was not known,

Mr. O'Neil: How do You know that? The
minute says that discussions had been held
with the Treasury and the Medical Depart-
ment.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I know it from the
file.

Mr. O'Neil: Discussions were held with
the Medical ind Treasury Departments.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: That is what the
honourabie member thinks. In the attached
minute the Deputy Under-Treasurer has
drawn attention to a number of matters
which still need to be resolved.

Mr. O'Nel: They were having discussions;
you mentioned that earlier in the minute.

Mr. J, T. TONKIN: The honourable
member knows so much about it, so what
were the matters still to be resolved?

Mr. O'Neil: I do not know; we are still
waiting for you to tell us.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The honourable
member is climbing down a bit now.

Mr. O'Neil: I am not climbing down; I
am waiting for you to prolong your speech.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I continue to quote-
He suggests that approval be given

to the issue of a guarantee subject to
appropriate conditions including the
resolution of these outstanding matters.

In view of the saving in capital out-
lay by the State on nurses' quarters If
this initial scheme proves successful
and the strong support given to It by
the Medical Department, I recommend
you approve please the issue of a
guarantee of up to $700.000, subject to
the conditions detailed in Mr. Ewing's
minute,

Mr. O'Neil: Read that bit about the
strong support given by the Medical
Department.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The then Treasurer
then approved of the Under-Treasurer's
submission.
.Mr. O'Neil: Subject to the matters he

mentioned. That is fair enough.
Sir David Brand: That Is all that really

matters.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: That Is all that

matters? I see. So when the Leader 01
the Opposition was speaking the relevant
rents to be paid mattered, but so far as
the member for Greenough is concerned,
they do not matter. See how difficult it
is to follow the arguments of the Opposi-
tion! In one case the rentals do not
matter, but In the other case they do
matter.

Mr. O'Neil: That was not an open offer
at all. The Under-Treasurer recommended
subject to certain matters being finalised.
That is fair enough.

Mr. J. T. TONKINq: The honourable
member thinks it is fair enough?

Mr. O'Nefi Yes.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: We will see if he

thinks this is fair enough. Whilst this pro-
position from this favoured developer Is re-
ceiving all this consideration, along comes
another proposition. I will now quote from
page 64 of the tile. It must be borne in
mind that one would think the Government
was anxious to save loan funds and to get
the rental as cheaply as possible. So one
would expect a Government to be in-
terested in this second proposition, but it
was not sufficiently interested to acknow-
ledge the proposal.

Mr. O'Neil: Can you tell us the date of
the Under-Treasurer's recommendation of
the guarantee which is before the letter
you are about to quote?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Under-
Treasurer's recommendation, which was
approved, was dated the 26th June.

Mr. O'Neil: That is 1067?
Mr. J. T, TONKIN: Yes.
Mr. O'Neil: What is the date of the new

one?
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: On the 6th July,

the 'Under-Treasurer wrote to the Under-
Secretary of the Medical Department as
follows:-

Please note the Hon. Treasurer's
approval. Mr. Krantz may now be
advised in terms of paragraph 6 of
the minute on pages 58 and 57 of thib
file.

The date of this letter-and this was not
the first of the department's view on this
proposal-was the 0th July, 1967.

Mr. O'Neil; After the approval of the
other one. You said It arrived after this
other proposal was being negotiated. It
arrived after the approval was given to
the first one. Do you agree?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: No, I do not agree,
because it was to be subject to the satis-
factory conclusion of a number of out-
standing requirements, and many de-
cisions have been altered, after having
been made, in circumstances of this kind.

Mr. O'Neil: When the Under-Treasurer
had told Mr. Krantz to proceed, It was
concluded at that date, and you know it.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I will proceed if the
honourable member will permit me. This
second proposal submitted to Mr. Griffith,
the Administrator of the Royal Perth
Hospital, reads as follows:-

Dear Sir,
Hospital Flats.

We refer to our telephone con-
versation with Mr. Poust regarding the
possibility of a client of this Firm
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providing accommodation f or hospital
staff on a basis similar to that on
which a number of high quality fiats
were recently provided for one of the
major Melbourne hospitals. The type
of arrangement set out below has, of
course, many advantages over and
above the normal ways of providing
living out accommodation for hospital
staff.

The arrangement recently finalised
in Melbourne involved the hospital
who owned a freehold site, granting a
lease of 50 years at a nominal rental
to our client who undertook to erect
high quality fiats in accordance with
mutually agreed plans, and the res-
ponsibility for instructing Architects,
calling tenders and eventually handing
over the completed building to the
Hospital.

On the completion of the building
our client granted the Hospital a lease
for the balance of the 50 year term
at an annual rental to show him a
net return in the region of 8A% which
is considerably less than the type of
return normally expected by synjicates
erecting flats in Perth. The rental
under this lease of the entire block
of flats would enable the Hospital to
offer high class accommodation to Its
staff at a rental considerably below
open market fiat rentals. The essence
of this type of arrangement is to assist
your Hospital to provide accommnoda-
tion at the minimum cost to the oc-
cupants and at no cost to the Hos-
pital. Our client is, in fact, recognising
the security of this Investment by
accepting a much lower yield than Is
normal and passing the benefit back to
the Hospital.

At the end of the 50 year term the
buildings would revert in their entirety
to the ownership of the Hospital.

There are a large number of details
which you will no doubt require con-
cerning the above type of proposition
but it is felt that if the principle
of this type of building programme is
of interest to your Hospital then the
matter would be progressed in a more
satisfactory manner by a personal
meeting.

Perhaps you would care to telephone
the writer with a view to arranging
such an appointment or for any fuar-
ther details that may be required.

No-one would know better than the Leader
of the Opposition-who is a qualified
accountant-that that was a much better
proposition than the one for which the
Government gave a guarantee. It did not
require any outlay on the part of the
Government. What was being built would
come back to the Government. The
developer was looking for only 81 per
cent. interest on his investment, as against

the 10 per cent. interest asked by the
developer with whom the Government was
doing business.

Mr. O'Neil: On whose land was he
going to build the flats?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Hospital land.
Mr. O'Nel: And the other proposition

was that the land was owned by the
developer. It is a case of "I put in nothing
and get a guarantee of 8f per cent, in-
terest on the nothing that I put In."

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Every effort was
made by the Government to try to over-
come the opposition by the hospital board
of management and all the nurses, but
It Is significant that the decision to approve
of the guarantee and to go ahead was
made before any further approach was
made to the nurses to obtain their co-
operation.

At Page 65 of the file there is a minute
to the Assistant Under-Secretary, Medical,
from the Under-Secretary. It reads--

The attached subject matter was
discussed at the Finance Committee
of the Royal Perth Hospital yester-
day, when it was decided that the
hospital administration should con-
tact the firm concerned for further
clarification.

During the discussion. Mr. Griffith
reported on Nursing Advisory Com-
mittee considerations of that morning
with regard to the use of the Krantz
flats In Goderich Street. It would ap-
pear that despite apparent agreement
with us by the hospital administration
(Mr. Griffith and Mr. Leppard), oppo-
sition Is still forthcoming from the
Nursing Advisory Committee and I am
not so sure that the case has been
properly presented to this body.

However, the fact of the matter is
that their disagreement will be con-
veyed to the Board at its next meet-
ing. This further highlights the
difficulties of getting "off the ground"
with this particular project.

During my absence In the North,
would you please endeavour to ascer-
tain the exact situation as I fear now
that no matter what compromises we
submit some issue will emerge in oppo-
sition by the hospital especially now
that they have before them a letter
from Messrs. Jones, Lang, Wootton
in the terms of the attached. In
these terms there is no mention of
maintenance, which will probably be
the responsibility of the lessors. This
is quite a factor in the economics of
the Proposition-

With regard to the point taken earlier
by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
relating to the dates between the approval
and the submission of this proposal I em-
phasize that the 18th July-which was
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the date of this minute-was subsequent
to the period when the submission was
received; and there was still time, if the
Government was so disposed, to consider
the relative merits of the two propositions.
and to reverse the decision which was
made earlier.

Mr. O'Neil: As a former Minister for
Housing I say to you that I had many
proPositions-put to me for the building of
fiats on lease-back arrangements, and
none of them were regarded as being
satisfactory. The propositions amounted
to someone saying, "If I can get a Gov-
ernment guarantee of X-dollars I will
build a certain number of flats and lease
them back to the Housing Commission"
but such propositions were not acceptable.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I refer to the file
again.

Mr. R. L. Young: You have not made a
point In the three-quarters of an hour
You have been going.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: On page 103 of the
file there is a minute from the Assistant
Under-Secretary as follows:-

This morning Mr. Devereux and I
met Messrs. Ellis and Yovlch of Bey
Investments Pty. Ltd. and Mrs. Byrne
(the Manageress appointed by the
Company to operate the fiats in God-
erich Street) with Mr. Driscoll in his
office.

Mr. Devereux had clearly indicated
to Mr. Yovich that we were unable to
accept the Proposition that rentals
should be increased to the extent men-
tioned in the copy of letter from the
Administrator, Royal Perth Hospital,
to Mr. Yovich on page 99.

To enmphasise what I said earlier, the
point is that the decision to give approval
for a guarantee was made before there
was any agreement upon the rentals to
be chargedand subsequent to the approval
there was aProposal to increase the rents
which were earlier In contemplation.

The Leader of the Opposition was en-
deavouring to show that all around the
city at the Present time people can rent
convenient accommodation for nurses at
more competitive prices than will be
available through the Proposed Trades Hall
building.

Mr. O'Connor: What is the price of the
Trades Hall building?

Mr. O'Neil: We are talking about office
accommodation and not accommodation
for nurses.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: To continue with the
minute in connection with the increased
rents-

After considerable discussion, dur-
ing which the firm referred to the

* heavy additional cost of providing car
parking facilities (insisted upon by
the City Council) and the Inclusion of

*mattresses and curtains in the flats.
it was agreed that Royal Perth Hos-
pital and Perth Dental Hospital staff
would be entitled to the following
discounts on the new rates:-

These rates were submitted subsequent to
the Government's decision to give a guar-
antee.

Mr. O'Neil: Tell us about the Trades
Hall building and not about accommoda-
tion for nurses.

Mr. J, T. TONKIN: In the ease sub-
mitted by the Leader of the opposition he
made references to the fact that there
were some members and Ministers on this
side of the House who, because of their
close association with Perth Trades Hall
(Inc.), were doing something which Was
dishonest and disreputable. He said this
was a public scandal.

Mr. Thompson: Which it is.
Mr. Rushton: He was right on the ball.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: So was this right on
the ball.

Mr. R. L.. Young interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. Graham: Fancy a pup like the mem-

ber for Wembley speaking in that- manner
to the Premier.

Mr. O'Neil: This is the first time I have
heard the Deputy Premier supporting his
leader.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Some information
came to the Government from a man who
said he had searched the file of Kimberley
Finance corporation at the Companies
Office. The file showed that Mr. Court
was the governing shareholder in Cherrita
Pty. Ltd. which was a substantial share-
holder in Kimberley Finance Corporation.
The other shareholders were the partners
in Hendry Rae & Court, with the largest
shareholder being Henry Maxwell Kitson
through two companies, Sykes Investment
Company Ltd. and Maxwell Investments.

Sir Charles Court: This appeared in
Jobsons Investment Digest, and the Pub-
lishers had to give an unconditional with-
drawal; as did the T.L.C.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: No, it did not.

Mr. Jamieson: No. it did not. The
Leader of the Opposition should check on
that.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Leader of the
opposition asked for a withdrawal but did
not get one.

Sir Charles Court: We did, and we also
got one from the T.L.C. You should see
Mr. Coleman about this.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: is the Leader of the
opposition denying this?

Sir Charles Court: I am saying there was
a complete withdrawal by Jobsons.
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Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Mr. Speaker, I am
asking the Leader of the Opposition
through you whether. he Is denying the
accuracy of what I have Just read.

Sir Charles Court: I am waiting for you
to finish the story. I am telling you that
Jobsons Investment' Digest gave a com-
plete withdrawal as did the T.L.C.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Leader of the
Opposition has bad an opportunity to
deny this, but he has declined to take the
offer.

Sir Charles Court: We will listen to
what you have to say, and reply in due
course .

Mr. Graham: You have a lot to answer
for.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: There was an inter-
esting item on the public files which indi-
cated that Kimberley Finance had -pro-
vided the bridging finance for the building
of 'some large fiats in Belmont. The bridg-
iag- loan of $500,000 had been obtained
from the Rural and industries Bank which
is State-Government owned,

Sir Charles Court: What has that to do
with me?

Mr. J, T. TONKIN: It has a lot to do
with the Leader of the Opposition. It has
more to do with him than this proposal
of the Government to give a guarantee.

Sir Charles Court: You are talking rot.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Of course the

Leader of the Opposition would say that!
Mr. W. A. Manning: Should not any

member deal with the Rural and Indus-
tries Bank?

Mr. O'Neil, I have borrowed money from
that bank.

Mr. O'Connor, So have I, but I have not
been given a guarantee.

Sir Charles Court: I have no account
with the R. & 1. Bank.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I would remind the
Leader of the Opposition that he said if
this money was to be borrowed by Trades
Hall from the S.G.L.O. that made the
proposition worse.

Sir Charles Court: If it was guaranteed.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: He said that made

the proposition worse.
Sir Charles Court: We were talking

about the Government giving a guarantee.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: This money for

Landalls in which Kimberley Finance and
Cherrita. Pty. Ltd. were interested, and of
which Sir Charles Court Is the largest
shareholder-

Sir Charles Court: He Is not.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: When did the Leader

of the opposition disgorge?
Sir Charles Court: He never has been.

Mr., J. T.: TONKIN: Oh, yes be was.

Mr. O'Connor: Will you resign if his
statement is correct?

Mr. Jamieson: You had better go back
to the pussy cat show where you came
from!

Several members interjected.
The SPEAK]ER: order!
Mr. Jamieson: Pussy eats!
Mr. 3. T1. TONKIN: As a matter of fact,

when the story came out in the papers
about Kimberley and Mr. Court, as he
was then, he had to come out and defend'
it: he admitted he was a shareholder in
Cherrita.

Mr. O'Neil: You have said something
and you are now just chickening out.

Sir Charles Court: one share!I
Mr. Rushton: You said he was the larg-

est shareholder.
Mr. Jamieson: He was In charge of it

and he knows it, whether he had one
share or a million shares.

Sir Charles Court: They had no Gov-
ernment guarantees which you have over-
looked.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: The point is that

there has been for a long time a close
connection between Hendry Rae and
Court and Landalls and Kilmberley
Finance.

Mr. O'Connor: Not between the Liberal
Party and the Government.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: What has that to
do with It?

Mr. O'Connor: Yours is between the
Labor Party and the Government.

Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: I know this Is un-
palatable, but the opposition brought It
on Itself.

Mr. O'Connor: What do you mean-
unpalatable? I am not crying about it.

Mr. Mclver: You just came in. You
would not know what has been said.

Mr. O'Connor: I do not mind because
we never stoop to the low levels you have.
.Mr. Jamieson: Now, now! You had

better have,' a look at some land out at
Belmont if you start that.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. J. T, TONKIN: The honourable
member would not like me to talk about
a certain subdivision would he?

Mr. O'Connor: Go ahead. I do not
mind what you talk about.

Mr. Graham: Because you have not got
a conscience.

Mr. Jamieson. You've all gone a bit
quiet now.

3269



3270 ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: On all the points
raised in this motion, I have been able
to show-

Mr. O'Neil: Very little.
Mr. Williams: You have convinced your-

self, but no-one else.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -that with regard

to giving a guarantee, the previous Gov-
ernment gave a guarantee to a private
developer which, in the words of the
Leader of the opposition, would be sing-
ling out that developer for an advantage.

Mr. O'Connor: Was that the Yundurup
Canals one?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: That is No. 1. The
next point is that the Premier of New
South Wales was prepared to amend the
Government Guarantees Act-

Mr. Williamns: For a totally different
reason.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -to enable him to
give a guarantee so the money could be
borrowed to erect the Trades Hall.

Mr. Williams: For the purpose of a
Trades Hall and not for a. commercial ven-
ture.

Mr. J. T, TONKIN: The other point is
that if the Government rents office space
from a political party that is a dreadful
thing because it means that some part of
the profit goes to that political party.

Mr. O'Neil: When it is your own party.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Does that not hap-

pen with regard to McEwen House?
Mr. Williams: Answer the question:

Was there excess office space at the time?
No, of course not.

Mr. 3. T. TONKIN; The Commonwealth
departments have the majority of the
space In MeEwen House anid they pay
a rental for it which obviously-

Sir Charles Court: No guarantee.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -would be a con-

tribution towards the funds of that party.
Mr. Gayfer: Did they have a State Gov-

ernment guarantee?
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Now, to come nearer

home, there is a building called the Mid-
land Trades Hall which belongs to Trades
Hall (Inc.) and housed in it is part of the
Department of Agriculture.

Mr. Williams: No guarantee.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Who rented the

space? None other than the Brand Gov-
ernment.

Sir Charles Court: What Is wrong with
that?

Mr. O'Neil: I see nothing wrong with
that.

Sir Charles Court: That is an arm's-
length transaction-quite different.

Mr. J. T. TONKI: There is nothing
wrong 'with that! There Is nothing wrong
with the Government renting space fronm
a political party.

Mr. O'Connor: Guaranteeing them?
Mr. J, T. TONKI: There is nothing

wrong with It when it is done by a Liberal
Government, but it is all wrong if a Labor
Government does it!

Sir Charles Court; What guarantee did
we give them?

Mr. J. T'. TONKIN., It is a public scandal
If Labor does it, but there is nothing wrong
with it if Liberal does it! There Is
nothing wrong with the Liberal Govern-
menit in New South Wales amending the
law to give a guarantee to Trades Hall,
but if the Labor Government in Western
Australia gives a guarantee-

Sir Charles Court: To its own party.
Mr. Jamieson: To Trades Hall (Inc.).
Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: They are both poli-

tical parties.
Sir Charles Court: It Is your own party.

The other is an arm's-lenigth transaction.
Mr. O'Connor: Would you agree to

guarantee the Liberal Party to build ac-
commodation to house the Railways De-
partment?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: If the proposition
were Worth while, yes.

Mr. Jamieson: Yes, and I think your
Government would have done the same
thing with Trades Hall.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: And what Is more

I say that if the occasion arose they would
not hesitate to ask for It.

Sir Charles Court: We know what
answer we would get.

Mr. Williams: Have they ever done so?
Sir Charles Court: We are building our

premises at the moment thank goodness
without a Governmient guarantee.

Mr. O'Neil: We had better offer to rent
some of the space to the unions which will
not be able to afford to go into the new
Trades Hall building.

Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: The reason the Gov-
ernment told Trades Hall it would give aL
guarantee-and it has not given it yet-

Mr. O'Nell: Are you going to amend the
Industry (Advances) Act so that you can
give the guarantee?

Mr. J. T. TONKINJ: Those who live the
longest see the most.

Sir Charles Court: That does not always
apply.

Mr. Hutchinson: None so blind as those
who will not see.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: It is well known that
unemployment is bad throughout Australia,
and particularly bad in Western Australia.
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For some time the opposition has been
urging that work be undertaken to put the
unemployed to work; and unemployment
has been particularly bad in the building
trades.

Mr. Rushton: There are better ways of
doing It than this.

Dr. Dadour: That Is your fault.
Mr. Rushton: It is as a result of your

incompetence.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The unemployment

Is Particularly bad in the building trades.
Dr. Dadour: That is your fault.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: In the private sector

throughout Australia Investment in build-
ings has fallen off .

Mr. Rushton: Because they have lost
their confidence.

Mr. O'Neil: When is this building likely
to start?

Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: So If one wants to
Put unemployed building tradesmen to
work one must encourage the construction
of buIldings-

Mr. O'Neii* When is this building likely
to start?

Mr. J. T. TONKINq: -and that is what
the Government had in mind when it told
Tr~ades Hall that it was prepared to give
a guarantee and to occupy some of the
space to enable Trades Hall to go ahead
with the building.

Sir Charles Court: The Wellington Cen-
tre proposition which you had and which
would have been cheaper did not want a
guarantee and would have been built in
the same time.

Mr. Jamieson: That was a nice proposi-
tion down there!

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: We did not think
that the proposition would have been
cheaper or that it would have been as
convenient f or use by the Government
as the one for which we undertook to
give a guarantee. We have nothing to be
ashamed of In, connection with this pro-
posal. Primarily it is an employment Pro-
vision.

Mr. O'Neil: When is It likely to start?
Mr. Jamieson: As soon as you shut up.Mr. O'Neil: Has It been planned?
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Yes.
Mr. O'Neil: The working drawings and

everything are ready for it to start?
Mr. 3. T. TONKIN: And funds are being

sought for the Purpose. The leader of
the Opposition says it is an easy matter;.
all they had to do was say they had a
black of land and they would have had
no trouble with finance.

Sir Charles Court: if they had commer-
cial tenants of course they would have no
trouble. Trades Hall in Sydney was not
commercial.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The leader of the
Opposition really believes that?

Sir Charles Court: If they had commer-
cial tenants, Yes.

Mr. J. T. TONKI: Here Is a situation
where they have practically a guaranteed
tenancy and a guarantee for the loan-

Sir Charles Court: And they are getting
cheap money as a result.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -and this celerity
the Leader of the Opposition is talking
about with regard to the availability of
money has never been experienced-

Sir Charles Court: They are getting
cheap money because of the guarantee and
that means extra money for the political
party.

Mr. J. T. TONKfl: Where are they
getting It from?

Sir Charles Court: They are getting it in
two ways: cheap money and underwriting
the rent,

Mr. Jamieson: You do not know anything
about It.

Mr. O'Neil: You don't know anything
either.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Leader of the
Opposition is arguing both ways at once.

Sir Charles Court: I am telling the Pre-
ier. they are getting it in two ways: cheap

money and underwriting the rent.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Leader of the

Opposition said there was no need for
Trades Ball to look for a guarantee be-
cause it had the site. He said that if it
was prepared to pay a higher rate of in-
terest it could get the money. Well, it has a
guaranteed tenancy and it has been
given an undertaking by the Government
that if the conditions of the loan meet
our requirements it will be given a
guarantee. However, it has not been
able to get this money. Members cannot
have It both ways.

Sir Charles Court: That means the Gov-
erment will not proceed with the pro-
position.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: If Mhs is supposed to
be such a wonderful proposition-and
Trades Hall has the block of land-there
would be nothing to stop it going ahead.
The fact of the matter is that it is not
that way at all.

Sir Charles Court: If it cannot get
the money on that basis it means that the
State's credit has gone down the drain.

Mr. 3. T. TONKI: Why did not Bey get
a loan In 1967 without a Government
guarantee?

Sir Charles Court: That was a different
proposition.

Mr. J. T. TONKI3N: That company had
the site. All it had to do was go along and
get the money. However, this is a horse
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of a' different colour because then it was
a Liberal Government' and now it is a
Labor Government

Mr. O'Connor: If it had been wrong then
you would have screamed.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I suppose that if the
Government had not changed, this fav-
oured syndicate would have gone from
hospital to hospital with a Governmhent
guarantee against the necessary. loan and
the space to be occupied. %

What room is 'there for the Opposition,
in such circumstances, to criticise us when
it was prepared to entertain that proposal
to the exclusion of all other developers.
and when, at the same time, it had available
to it a far better proposition in which it
was not interested? So one is entitled to
ask who was going. to receive. the benefit
out of that proposition. It was not initiated
In a Government department. I oppose
the' motion.

MR. R. L. YOUNG (Wembley) 19.23
P.m.]: I sat and listened'to the Piremier.
reply to the case put forward by the
Leader of the Opposition for what seemed
to be much longer than an hour. I 'think'
it was probably for' an hour and a quarter.
BY interjection I said that the Premier had
not made a point in the first half-hour,and I think that wtas being kind to him.

At the beginning of his speech he said,
he would crush every point raised by the
Leader of the' Opposition, and he kept on
telling us that we had better wait. The
Premier has completed his speech and we
are still waiting! He spent more than
half an hour discussing a project in regard
to accommodation for nurses. That pro-
ject was one in which the developer had
a 50 per cent, equity, and where there was
absolutely no risk. Because 'of that fact
no benefit was forthcoming in any way
to the Liberal Party, or to any of its sup-,
porters.

In complete contradistinction to that
situation we have the present position
referred to in this motion where Trades
Hall will have, roughly, about 9 per cent.
equity. The income will be virtually
guaranteed by the Government because it
will pay almost the entire rent to Trades
Hall (Inc.), where it will be a definite
advantage to the A.LP.

It took 20 minutes for the Premier to
make a case, which,. as far as I can see.
has no merit whatsoever. He referred to;
McEwen House in Canberra. There was
no guarantee in that situation. The pro-
perty was built on Commonwealth land'
held under leasehold, and not held under
a freehold arrangement. There* is no
excess office accommodation available in
Canberra and the.- only tenants of .any
size are . Government' departments. I do
not see any comparison between that and
the present situation,

The Premier then referred to the'Mid-
land Trades Hall, which was tenanted by
a Government department while we were
in Government." We are accusing the
Present Government of entering into an
arrangement which is not at arms-length,
and represents a grab of the taxpayers'
money in the long run.

Mr. Jamieson: Where would any money
be grabbed from the taxpayers? They will
finish up with an office building, at the
worst.

Mr. R. L. YOUJNG: it will be the tax-
Payers who pay.

Mr. O'Connor: Why not guarantee
everything?

Mr. Jamieson: The taxpayerswould have
an office building and the land if the
worst came to the worst.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: In his supposedly
crushing argument the Premier implied
that because the Liberal Government in
New South Wales entered into an arrange-
ment 'with a Government department
which suited Trades Hall that was some-
thing to be ashamed of.

The guarantee given by the New South
Wales Government regarding the Trades
Hall set-up in that State was' a complete
arms-length transaction. There is no com-
parison between the situation where a
Government, for the purpose of its party's
own interests, sets up a project like this
and the situation where a Government of
a completely different colour does the
same thing for people who are traditionally
Opposed to it in their poitics. There is
no comparison between the arguments
raised by the Premier, and those raised
by' the Leader of the Opposition, and the
tragedy is that everybody knows that, in-
cluding' the Premier.

We had a packed House when the
Leader of the Opposition moved his
motion. I do not doubt it was accidental
that there were more people sitting. in
the Government benches than I had ever
seen Previously. I do not think that had
anything to do with the fact that the
General Secretary of the A.L.P. was
Present! However, the Premier even drove
him out of the Chamber,'as well as half
of his own supporters. I do not doubt
that I will be responsible for getting rid
of a few more!

To conclude what was supposed to be a
responsible argument against the proposi-
tion Put forward by. the Leader of the
Opposition, the Premier finally came up
with the ultimate in humbug as far as I
am concerned. He brought in the question.
of unemployment.

The Leader of the Opposition made the
very valid point that if any developer were
offered 70,000 square feet of Government
guaranteed tenancy he could start a
building within a period of three months.
That would Include drawing up plans and



(Wednesday, 13 September, 10721 37

putting It out to tender. What is more,
he would be prepared to have the build-
ing tailor-made for the Public Health De-
partment, without any trouble at all. We
are expected to believe that the building
is being supported to help the unemploy-
ment situation in this State.

Mr:-Jamieson: You are having a bit of
trouble letting the office accommodation
at the Sheraton, are you?

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: Perhaps the Minister
for Works would like to explain what he
means by that statement.

Mr. Jamieson: No, I will let the member
for Wembley explain.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: Very well, I will ex-
plai ,n. I think the Minister was trying to
insinuate something when he made the
inane suggestions that I was a share-
holder in Bey.

Mr. Jamieson: No, I referred afterwaids
to Westos.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: By an inane and
irresponsible interjection the Minister
asked If I were a shareholder in Bey as
well.

Mr. Jamieson: Yes, but then I said, "A
shareholder In Westos."

Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: I am not a share-
holder in Westos, and I never have been.
Let me say that Westos has no connection
whatsoever with Sheraton.

Mr. Jamleson: Not now.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: What has that to do

with me? The Minister is making stupid
interjections.

Mr. Jamieson: They are not stupid.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: The Minister for

Works does not know anything about the
matter. The only way the Minister can
get himself heard is to interject or 'to
answer a couple of questions.

The situation is quite ridiculous. At the
beginning of his speech the Leader of the
Opposition, said that if one goes out and
speaks to the people of this State about
this deal they will say that they think It
is a rotten one. Even the people who
support the Government say it is a rotten
deal. The Government would not know,
because it does not want to know the facts.

We heard raucous laughter from the
Government side when the Leader of the
Opposition opened his speech and the
Premier denigrated the importance of the
motion. However, the members of the
A.L.P. were here in full force to find out
how the motion went and so was the
General Secretary of the A.L.P. It has
gone badly, because the Premier rose to
his feet, produced a file, and quoted from
it almost verbatim for one and a quarter
hours. He has not answered a single point
of the many raised by the leader of the
Opposition. I have dispensed with what
the Premier said in rapproximately three
minutes.

Mr. Jamieson. To your own satisfaction.
That Is your kindergarten mind..-
* Mr. Ft. L. YOUNG: At the end of this

year, 1,000,000 square feet of space, with-
out the Trades Hall building, will be
available in this State. The Trades Hall
building will not be built until 1974.

Mr. Jamieson: That has a lot to do with
it.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: The prices for this
accommodation are competitive and range
between $3 to $5 a square foot per annumn.
Quite a number of these buildings would
be adequate and suitable for the Public
Health Department.

The cheapest building the Government
will ever obtain is one that Is erected now
-one which developers have already built.

Mr. Jamieson: You do not know what
you are talking about.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: The developers are
prepared to accept the losses they have
incurred because of the downturn in the
economy of the State: in other words,
there are insufficient tenants to occupy
these buildings. That is the cheapest build-
ing the Government could occupy. If the
Government had enough brains to go in
and negotiate properly for this space, it
would do an infinitely better deal than
pulling off this stunt-it can only be de-
scribed as that-of putting money eventu-
ally into the Pockets of the A.L.P.

Many people in Western Australia, in-
cluding a number of members on the other
side, know that this is the case. There Is
hardly anyone who does not know it.

Let US look at the Trades Hall project
step by step. To begin with let us look at
what we know about it. Firstly, the loca-
tion is not the best in the world. It is not
an admirable location as far as city valua-
tions and high-cost buildings are con-
cerned, by any means. Regardless of what
valuation members opposite may put on
the property this is an absolute fact. The
Premier is aware, as are the people at
Trades Hall, that If an effort were made
to develop the project without the guaran-
tee of Government tenancy it would be
one of the most catastrophic financial
deals in Western Australian history. This
is a fact and any developer will tell us
that. The proposition would be laughable
and would not get off the ground. In fact
there is no way it would get off the ground
without the Government guaranteeing to
occupy space In the building.

Mr. Jamieson: That was not the opinion
of Jones Lang Wootton.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG:, Did the Trades Hail
(Inc.) consult them? What was their
decision?

Mr. Janmieson: They were quite happy,
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: Would the Minister

be prepared to produce their report?

3273



3274 ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Jamieson: That is a personal report
but we have it.

Mr. Williams: We have called the Gov-
ernment's bluff.

Mr. JTamieson: There are some limita-
tions.

Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: I venture to suggest
that if they were of that opinion I could
not hold them in the same high regard as
I always have. For a firm in the real estate
field to come up with any decision other
than the one I have espoused would Prove
its members to be nothing but fools.

Mr. Jamieson: We had very good real
estate advisers.

Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: The Minister for
Works knows very well that the project
would be a flop; without Government ten-
ancy, there is no way it would get off the
ground. If the Minister seeks the advice
of any responsible real estate man he will
be told just that. Trades Hall has been
advised In this way.

Mr. Jamieson: They advised on the Pro-
ject and were quite satisfied.

Mr. It. L. YOUNG: Is the Minister pre-
pared to back that up by showing me the
report?

Mr. Jamieson: I will show you the report
in private. The honourable member needs
only to0 ask. This is not a public document.

Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: Will the Minister
show it to me in the same way as he was
going to prove a few of his statements in
connection with the State Government In-
surance Office Act Amendment Bill? I also
recall that the Minister of Labour was
going to give some information on that
Bill which I never received.

Mr. Taylor: Would you repeat that?
Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: During the debate on

the State Government Insurance Office
Act Amendment Bill the Minister said he
would supply me with details of a Gov-
ernment insurance company that had Paid
a higher rate of bonus than any mutual
provident society in this State. The Min-
ister never gave me this information.

To return to the subject matter of the
Hill, I will take up the Minister for Works
and ask to see that report in private. Now
let us look at some of the things which we
do not know about the project.

Mr. O'Neil: That will take all night.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: We do not know what
the rent is; what the cost of the building
is; or who is putting up the finance. In
answer to a question asked in another
place the Leader of the Government re-
fused to reveal the source of the loan for
Trades Hall. The Premier has told us that
Trades Hall Is still looking for it. Those
two remarks seem to me to be a little at
variance.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Why are they at
variance?

Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: A straightout refusal
to disclose the source of funds is completely
different from a situation where funds
have not been arranged. It would have
been quite simple for the Leader of the
Government In another place to say that,
as far as he was concerned, no funds had
been arranged.

Mr. 3J T Tonkin: The answer given in
another place was strictly in accordance
with Standing Orders. What Is wrong
with you?

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: Let us look at some-
thing else which we do not know. We do
not know whether the Industry (Advances)
Act would have to be amended.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Of course you do not.
If you had any sense, you would know
why.

Mr. It. L. YOUNG: Yet, the Government
says it is Prepared to give a guarantee-
this despite the fact that the Premier has
not looked into the matter to see whether
he has to amend the Act.

Mr. 3. T. Tonkin: Yes he has.
Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: I asked the Premier

a question without notice today and had
he done his research he would have been
able to answer it. However, he asked me
to put the question on the notice paper.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You were not even
entitled to ask the question.

Mr. Davies: The member for Wembley
would not know.

Mr. Hutchinson: The Premier was pre-
pared to answer it if he could have done
SO.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I asked the honourable
member to put it on the notice paper.

Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: We can hazard a
guess as to the area required by the Public
Health Department, but we really do not
know what It is. I have mentioned a few
of the matters about which we have not
been told, but the Government thinks it
knows enough-although it has not seen
fit to advise the media or members of this
H-ouse of the details-to state that the rent
will be more competitive than anywhere
else.

Mr. Jamnieson: That is on the basis of a
submission made to the Government.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: The Government
know enough to state that the rent will
be more competitive.

Mr. Jamieson: That is right.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: The Government

knows enough to state that the guarantee
is a fair proposition. Despite all this un-
certainty, the Government knows enough
to state that.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That is Jumping to
conclusions.
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Mr. R. L. YOUNG: The Government
knows that, despite the fact that the
building has niot been completely planned
and has not even been put out to tender.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That is jumping to
conclusions without any justification
whatsoever. What you overlook is that
your Governent did not amend the Act
to allow it to give a guarantee to Hey.
It did not amend the Act. To put up a
block of flats, office accommodation, or
accommodation for nurses is no different
from the proposal from the Trades Hall.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I am not suggesting
the Government has to amend the Act.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: If you know so much
about the need to amend the Act, why
did not your Government do It?

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I am not saying the
Act has to be amended. I am pointing
out that the Government does not know
whether it has to be.

Mr. Hartrey: You know.

Mr. R. fL. YOUNG: No, but I am not
making a decision to guarantee $1,900,000
to Trades Hall (Inc.). I have said before
but I will repeat it, that any developer
would grab at this project. No matter
what the Premier says about finance. I
simply say that If Trades Hall (Inc.) has
not been able to raise finance with a
guarantee of $1,900,000 from the Govern-
ment and 70,000 square feet of space at
a reasonable rental, then the confidence
which the finance houses have In Trades
Hall must be even lower than I imagined.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Why did it not apply
to Hey?

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: It had a 50 per cent.
equity for a start.

Mr. J1. T. Tonkin: Why did they want
a guarantee with all that equity?

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I pointed out why.
The points made by the Premier in regard
to Hey have no bearing on this question.

Mr. ONeil: The Public Health Depart-
ment did not lease Hey's building.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You cannot explain
it.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: In 1961 the financial
situation of this State was completely
different.

Mr. Bryce: This was supposed to be the
State on the move. We must not forget
that.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I thank the mem-
ber for Ascot because that is exactly the
point I was about to make. If the member
for Ascot had any knowledge of economics
at all, he would know In a high demand
situation-

Mr. Bryce: It so happens that the mem-
ber for Wembley knows he has.

Mr. O'Connor: Supposed to have.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: In a high demand
situation money is short because there is
not enough money going around to meet
the demand. It is difficult to be able to
supply It. That was in 1967 when every-
body wanted a dollar to build something
because things were happening. Now, In
1972, nobody wants a dollar to build any-
thing because nothing is happening in this
State, and in view of the attitude of the
Government and the statements mrade by
the Minister for Works from time to time.
one has no doubts as to why people do not
have any confidence In this State.

Mr. Bryce: Billy Snedden's Budget did
it. Hie created the situation.

Mr. B. L. YOUNG: I deliberately paused
so that the member for Ascot could get
that in because I knew he wanted to make
the Point so badly. we have never heard
that before.

If the Public Health Department wants
new accommodation, any developer would
be able to get the finance to do it, and
everybody knows that. Every person in this
State and in this Parliament knows that.
The only people who do not know it seem
to be those at the Trades Hall and the
Ministers. Any developer would build it
on a better site, tailor-made to the re-
quirements of the Public Health Depart-
ment, and still make a Profit without any
Government guarantee. It could still be
done if the Government were prepared to
guarantee to lease the space. Then the
Government might have $1,900,000 to put
behind real industry and start guarantee-
ing some Jobs.

Mr. Jameson: Has it ever refused?
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: It refused $5,000 to

a firm in SwInana. which could have em-
ployed about 40 women.

Mr. O'Connor: That is all-$5,000.
Mr. R. L. YOUNG: This project is pure-

ly for the benefit of the A.L.P., and the
question that has not been answered by
the Premier is why this guarantee is
necessary. I have not been able to work
it out. I can see that the Trades Halt has
only about 9 per cent. equity in it, but why
does the Government feel it has to jack it
up and have another building in the city
when we have all this empty office space
-1,000,000 square feet by Christmas? No
reasons have been advanced as to why the
guarantee is being considered. The Prem-
ier speaks about creating a new building
north of the line where it is needed. What
about all the empty buildings south of the
line for which people cannot get tenants?
And the Government talks about unem-
ployment!

We are expected to believe it is pure
coincidence that the only building suitable
for the Public Health Department's needs
is the Trades Hall building. The design
has not been completed; the work has not
been put out to tender; the rents are not
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known: butfwe are expected to believe it
is purely coincidental that that happens
to be the only building that Is suitable.
The fact that it is the Trades fll build-
lng is, of course, pure coincidence. The
fact that it is connected with the
A.L.P. is pure coincidence. Are all the
people of this State foolish enough to be-
lieve that? Not by any means!I We are
also expected to believe that this is the
only building that needs a guarantee from
the Government. Of all the millions of
square feet of buildings that have been
put up, this one needs a guarantee.

*Mr. Hartrey: Who said that?

Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: How many others
have been guaranteed?

Mr. Hartrey: You should know better
than I do. You have not been listening.

Mr. R. L. YOUJNG: There is not a single
member of this House who believes that,
and I doubt that there is a Person in the
State who believes anything other than
that this. is a straight grab by the Gov-
ernment of an opportunity eventually to
put the A.L.P. in a slightly stronger finan-
cial position.

Mr. Rushton: Slightly?

Mr. Rt. L: YOUNG: Slightly stronger in
the short run and infinitely stronger in
the long run. It is a straight grab because
the Government knows it will not be in
office for very long and it might just as
well start sowing a few seeds now. It will
not have much opportunity to do so after
another 18 months.

Mr. Graham: You will finish up the
same way as Billy McMahon.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: This is the only way
in which the Government can think in
terms of employment. This is the only
way the Government can virtually refi-
nance its Party so that it can operate on
a reasonable level. All I can say is that
a Government that can go to that extent
has no respect due to it from the people
who elected it and has no respect due to
it from this Parliament.

The Premier has not done a single thing
tonight to counteract the motion moved
by the Leader of the Opposition. He spoke,
for far too long about far too little, and
as far as I am concerned he almost in-
sulted the House in the way he answered
the motion. I support the motion.

MR. McPHARLIN (Mt. Marshall) [9.46
p.m.): I intend to support the motion and
during my short speech I will debunk some
of the claims made by the Premier when
he referred to McEwen House in Can-
berra. I agree with the member who has
just resumed his seat that the Premier took
a long time to answer the Leader of the
Opposition and did not say- very much at

all. As a matter of 'fact, I would go so far
as to say he talked a considerable amount
of bunkum. To emphasise this--

Mr. Jamieson; How do you spell It?
Mr. MCPHARLmN: If the Minister will

listen he Will hear what bunkum Is.
Mr. Jamieson: I only asked you how to

spell it.
Mr. McPHARLIN: Bunkum means "Clap-

trap, sophistry." I took the opportunity
to look it up in the dictionary a little while
ago.

Mr. Jamieson: You would not have known
otherwise.

Mr. McPHAtLIN: The word "bunkum"
comes from the name of a man, Buncombe.
In North Carolina, who spoke needlessly
in Congress to Impress his constituents.

Mr. Davies: Sit down, Mr. Buncombel
Mr. MePHARLIN: Because he had an

audience, the PremiAer stood UP and tried
to impress his audience about what he was
doing. The Premier mentioned that be-
cause he was upset by a leading article In
The West Australian of the 12th Septem-
ber he wrote a letter to the Press, which
I will read out for the edification of those
members who may not have read It. The
letter reads-

The Federal Government Provided
land in Canberra to accommodate a
building erected by the Country Party
and named after the former Country
Party leader and Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, Sir John MeEwen. The Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs now occupies
some 90 per cent, of the space, and the
Country Party also has its offices in
the building.

The inference conveyed in that state-
ment is that some special arrangement
existed between the Government and the
Country Party. That is entirely untrue.
The land was obtained by the Country
Party under the normal circumstances, and
everybody knows it is impossible to buy
freehold land in Canberra, where land is
on a 99-year lease.

Mr. O'Neil: The Government knows it,
too.

Mr. McPHARLflN: The land in question
was obtained under the normal circum-
stances and in the same way as land is
obtained by anybody else.

Mr. Jaieson: Try to get land there at
that price!

Mr. McPHARLIN: If the Minister for
Works would keep quiet for a while, he
would learn more about what went on in
connection with the erection of that build-
ig. Every dollar that was needed to put

the contract into operation was subscribed
by Country Party members and supporters
from all over the country.

Mr. Graham: And who else?
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Mr. McPHARLIN: That is where the
money came from.

Mr. Graham: And who else?
Mr. McPHARLIN: There was no

guarantee by the Government. That is
the vital difference.

Mr. araham: Country Party members
and who else?

Mr. McPHAELU4: The money was
raised by members and supporters of the
Country Party. There was no guarantee by
the Government to erect this building.
That is the vital point.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Who said there was?

Mr. MePHARLIN: There was no
guarantee whatever.

Mr. Graham: Nobody has ever alleged
that.

Mr. McPHARLIN: The building is
occupied by Government departments.
Nobody is denying that, but it was a
normal commercial transaction financed by
the Country Party.

Mr. May: It all depends which side of
the House you are on.

Mr. McPHARLIN: If somebody requires
office space and is prepared to meet the
terms of the owner, there is nothing wrong
with that.

Mr. J7. T. Tonkin: It is only wrong if
the Labor Party does it.

Mr. McPHARLIN: The point is that no
guarantee was given by the Government.

Mr. Graham: The Country Party is
receiving rent from the Liberal-Country
Party Government.

Mr. O'Connor: Nobody but the Labor
Party would be unscrupulous enough to
do it.
*Mr. McPHARLIN: I would also like to

Join the member for Wembley in the ques-
tion: Why is it necessary for a guarantee
to be given?

My information Is that there is a lot
of office space available in the city. Why
then does the Government need to
guarantee a building such as this? Why
was this proposal considered? I do not
think the Premier answered this question
clearly and concisely.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Could we come back to
yor earlier question? Why was a guar-
antee necessary?

Mr. McPHARLIN: Yes, why was it
necessary?

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Why was a guarantee
necessary for C.B.H, with all its assets?

Mr. MePHARLIN: That was nothing to
do with a political party. It has been clearly
explained to us this evening that the
profits from the proposed venture will go
to the Labor Party's coffers.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Why was a guarantee
necessary for C.B.H.?

Mr. O'Neil: It would not have anything
to do with the tact that the funds had to
be raised. overseas, would it?

Mr. McPHIARLIN: The Leader of the
Opposition covered most of the points in
this motion. However, the member for
Wembley discussed it from another view-
point, In my opinion the member f or
Wembley clearly and concisely disposed of
the arguments which the Premier thought
he was putting forward. In fact, he showed
that they were not sound arguments, As
a matter of fact, I was disappointed
because I have listened to some substantial
arguments by the Premier at different
times. I was disappointed that his remarks
had so little substance.

Mr. Graham: You are always disap-
pointed if you do not agree.

Mr. McPHARLIN: As I said, the Premier
impressed certain members of his own
Party who were Present earlier in the
gallery. This certainly affected his per-
formance.

Mr. Graham: You should be careful.
They are looking down on you now. This
is the proper way to look at you.

Mr. McPHARLIN: I cannot hear the
Deputy Premier now. He will have to
speak up.

Mr. Graham: Those people are still in
the gallery. Fancy insulting them? Talk
about the arrogance of the Country Party.

Mr. McPHARLIN: The Deputy Premier
should talk about arrogance!

Mr. Graham: I will talk about what I
like.

Mr. McPHARLIN: We know who is the
most arrogant man on the Government
side of the House.

Mr. Graham: See what You can do about
It-go on.

Mr. MePHARLIN: We know who Is the
most arrogant man on the other side of
the House.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Brown):
Order!

Mr. Graham: You can talk to the sheep
and cows that way.

Mr. O'Neil: Better than talking to you.

Mr. MePHARLIW: I wanted to make
the situation quite clear, and I think I
have done that.

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) [9.54
p.m.]: I rise to support the motion moved
by the Leader of the Opposition. I wish
to ask first of all whether the Government
is likely to have a free vote on this motion?

Mr. Graham: What about the Opposi-
tion? Do you want to come over here?

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Government has
spoken about a free vote on the Mining
Bill.
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Mr. J. T. Tonkin. You are a funny man!
Mr. ORAYDEN: It has talked of a free

vote in relation to capital punishment.
Mr. Jamieson: You may comne over

here-It is all right.
Mr. GRAYDEN: If we have a free vote

on this motion, we will find that virtually
all the members of the Government will
vote with the opposition.

Mr. Bertram: That Is what you think.
Mr. GRAYDEN: I feel that if members

study this motion, and if members on the
Government side are allowed to vote ac-
cording to their consciences--

Mr. Harirey: Why Is It always our con-
sciences?

Mr. GRAYDEN: -they would have no
option but to support a motion of this
kind. Government members simply could
not go along with a Government which is
feathering its own nest at the expense of
the taxpayers of Western Australia. That
is the situation.

I feel as a consequence of this motion we
have a split In the Labor Party of Western
Australia.

Mr. Graham: You would hope!
Mr. ORAYDEN: The General Secretary

of the Labor Party in Western Australia
(Mr, Chamberlain) Is a man of principle.

Mr. Haitrey: Hear, hear!
Mr. GRAYIJEN: I have always regarded

him as a man of principle.
Mr. O'Connor: He must be able to hear

you.
Mr. GRAYDEN: If Mr. Chamberlain

believes he knows the correct course of
action, then come hell or high water he
will pursue that course. The people of
Western Australia are well aware of this,
and I admire him for it. The picture of
this man has been built up over years--
not just over a few months. I could not
imagine the General Secretary of the
Labor Party-a man of principle-going
along With a shonky deal of this kind.

Mr. O'Neil: He is blushing.
Mr. GRAYDEN: For that reason I be-

lieve there is a serious split at the present
time in the Labor Party of Western
Australia.

On one side there is a man of principle
and on the other side he is being opposed
by members of the State Parliamentary
Labor Party who are hell-bent on con-
structing a huge building to house the
A.L.P. in this State. The Government is
going out of its way to make it possible
to erect this building because it Intends
to ensure that the Medical Department
occupies it.

Mr. Davies: Is there a full moon?.

Mr. GRAYDEN: 'People of conscience.
men of principle, could not go along with
the Government's action. For the last

hour and a half the Premier has drawn
red herring after red herring across the
facts. He has read from copious files.

Mr. Davies: One mie.
Mr. GRAYDEN: He has told us about

the various buildings which were con-
structed to house nurses. Apparently at
various times in the past private people
have received Government guarantees.
This is what he has been telling us for an
hour and a half.

Over and over again he told us that
there is a precedent for this. According to
him It happened in Canberra and it hap-
pened in New South Wales. The Deputy
Leader of the Country Party told us the
exact situation in relation to the building
which was erected in Canberra.

Mr. Graham: Government offices!
Mr. GRAYDEN:. The land in Canberra

is not freehold land-it is leasehold. All
the land in that particular part of Aus-
tralia is leasehold land. Country Party
members throughout Australia subscribed
$10 per brick to enable the erection of the
building.

Mr. Davies: That is why it did not go
very high.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Country Party sup-
porters throughout Australia donated $10
each and subsequently enough money was
obtained to put up the building.

Mr. TI. D. Evans: I thought there were
a few bricks in the Country Party.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Thea the Government
came along and felt that the building was
suitable for what it required, and so it
occupied the space-a different situation,
of course.

In a letter to the Editor of The West
Australian this morning the Premier re-
ferred to a situation which occurred in
New South Wales. The Premier of that
State, when approached by Labor Party
members, out of the goodness of his heart
said, "Yes, the Government will alter the
legislation to make it possible for the
State 6f NeW South Wales to guarantee
money for a building to house the Labor
Council." The Premier of Western Aus-
tralia wrote in terms of that being a
precedent.

Mr. Hartrey: Would you not expect us
to be so generous?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I would like to hear
from the member for Boulder-Dundas-
or anybody else for that matter-as to
whether or not he thinks that is a prece-
dent. It is not, and we all know why.
The difference is that in New South Wales
the Government acted as a benefactor. It
considered the approach of the Opposition
party and, out of the generosity of its
heart, decided to guarantee a loan for the
erection of a building to house the Labor
Council.
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Mr. Hartrey: We would do the same for
the Liberals.

Mr. CIRAYDEN: The Labor Party In
New South Wales acted within its rights
in accepting that guarantee, because it
was accepting it from a benefactor.

Mr. Hartrey; Hear, hear!
Mr. GRAYDEN: That is an entirely

different situation. In this case the Gov-
ernment of Western Australia is helping
itself to money from the employers' till.
Let us take for example the case of a.
hotel. The publican may be pleased with
his staff and so may reward them with a
bonus. The staff are entitled to accept
that money because they are taking it
f rom a benefactor and it is a gif t. In the
same hotel an employee working in the
bar could help himself to money from the
till when the bar is reasonably quiet. That
is the difference.

Mr. O'Connor: That is right.
Mr. GRAYDEN: Here we have the Gov-

ernment helping itself to money which be-
longs to the taxpayers of Western Aus-
tralia. Certainly the Government is pro-
viding only a guarantee; but guarantees
have a habit of comning home to roost.
When one gives a guarantee one must
abide by its conditions, and even the best
laid plans of mice and men can go astray,
making it necessary for the person who
provided the guarantee to front up to it.

just 12 months ago the Government
guaranteed the Yundurup Canals project
to the extent of $1,500,000 or thereabouts.
If that project falls through the creditors
concerned will come to the Government
and say, "We want our $1,500,000," and
they will get it because the Government
guaranteed the debt. In this case the Gov-
ernment intends to guarantee the Trades
Hall building to the extent of $1,900,000. if
things go bad the creditors will come to
the Government and ask it to front up to
the debt.

The Government intends to guarantee
the building and has said that it will Place
a Government department in the building.
In those circumstances the Government is
featherin g its own nest at the expense of
the taxpayers of Western Australia. It is
dipping into the public purse as surely as
the snide employee dips into the till of
his employer.

I discount completely the statement
made this morning by the Premier in bis
letter to The West Australian in which he
said-

I must point out that this action of
my Government is not without pre-
cedent at either Federal or State Gov-
ernment level and that in neither case
did it call down such condemnation.

As I have emphasised, the situation in
Canberra was completely different, and so
was the situation in New South Wales.
No-one can say anything to the contrary.

Mr. Davies: Do you want to bet?
Mr. O'Connor: Yes.
Mr. GRAYDEN: I think if the Govern-

ment is prepared to guarantee various Pro-
jects it can do a great deal immediately
to overcome the unemployment situation
in Western Australia. Just a few short
months ago it guaranteed the Yundurup
Canals project to the extent of $ 1.500,000.
or thereabouts.

Mr. Rushton: It was $1,750,000.
Mr. GRAYDEN: Yes, $1,750,000; and

now it intends to guarantee the Trades
Hall building to the extent of $1,900,000.
If the principle is sound it can be taken
much further. Many developers around
Perth would be glad of a little assistance
in the form of a guarantee. We could
speak in terms of people who are prepared
to build office accommodation in West
Perth; we could speak in terms of people
in Victoria Park who would like housing
accommodation. Many developers are pre-
pared to accommodate those people pro-
vided a Government guarantee is available
to them.

We could speak in terms of the Kim-
berley, where the Government apparently
intends to undertake an ambitious housing
programme. There is no need for the
Government to do that; there is no need
for it to worry about raising finance or
increasing taxes and charges; in fact it
could reduce taxes and charges if it car-
ries out the policy which it Is putting into
practice In the case of the Trades Hall
building. The Government could simply
guarantee various individuals in the Kim-
berley who would be quite Prepared to
erect 10-storied flats, if necessary, to
house all the Aborigines. The same situa-
tion exists at Laverton and Wiluna,
throughout the Murchison and the Pil.
bara, and, indeed, throughout the whole
of Western Australia.

Of course, this is simply another means
of creating credit which the Government
has hit upon and is Putting Into practice.
I am most interested to see Just how far
the Government will go. I will say that
if it continues the unemployment position
will be temporarily overcome, because all
the money in the world will be available
provided the Government Is prepared to
guarantee it. I will not say what will
happen if the projects go bad, apart
from mentioning that the taxpayers--the
electors-of Western Australia will have to
front up to the debt.

Mr. Graham: Do you know that the
Government you supported gave guaran-
tees totalling almost $100,000,000?

Mr. GRAYnEN: That is a good policy
up to a point, but the projects must be
viable.

Mr. Graham: Such as Coral Bay, for
Instance. The receivers are up there now.
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Mr. GRAYDZN:- In that regard I would
place Trades Hall on the other side of
the line. Governments in this State have
been prepared to spend $100,00D.000 or
more to sink the railway because at che
moment there is a dividing line between
the city and the northern metropolitan
area.

Mr. Graham: I think it was the mnem-
ber for Mt. Lawley who wanted to do
that.

Mr. GRAYDEN: At the moment, when
compared with land in the city, the land
north of the line is virtually wasteland.

Mr. Jamieson: Rubbish and nonsense!
Mr. Rushton: Table the report.
Mr. Jamieson: Oh, go back to sleep you

idiot!
Mr. ORAYDEN: There is no need for

the Government to guarantee the purchase
of land by the Trades and Labor Council.
It could go to a thousand different indi-
viduals on the north side of the line who
could come up with cheaper and better
land. An entrepreneur could be found who
would put up a better building at a
cheaper price, provided the Government
will guarantee it. It is as simple as that.
The Government is going out of its way
to have the building erected In a part
of the metropolitan area which, unfortun-
ately, is nothing but a backwater at the
moment.

These people are talking in terms of
70,000 square feet. The member for
Wembley has indicated that the price for
office space at the present time is up to
$5 a square foot. What does this mean?
Does it mean that the Government of
Western Australia will pay the Trades and
Labor Council, or the A.L.P., $350,000 a
year in rent? What would the capital
amount to at an interest rate of 10 per
cent.? It would allow for capital amount-
ing to $3,500,000. If the rent is to be $3
weekly, the Government will be paying
$210,000 a year in rent.
*The Government has not told us what

rent it will pay. it haa only acquainted
us with the terms of the guarantee that
would be given to finance the construction
of the building on the other side of the
railway line in a way-out area.

Mr. Graham: Your Government was
paying over $1,000,000 a year in rent to
occupy buildings around Perth.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I concede that that
could be so, but let us look at the principles
involved. If the Government goes ahead
with the project, this will mean that the
large Government building which is situ-
ated about 200 yards from Parliament
House was a mistake. It would further
mean that other office buildings that have
been erected by the Public Works Depart-
ment in the last few years were a mistake
also., That-is what it would mean. If the

Government erects any more public build-
ings during its term of office thefr erection
will be a mistake, because the Government
has said if has a better proposition; that
is, to guarantee a private eflt6rpreneur
and have the enterpreneur erect the build-
ing. That is' what the Government has
said. It is certainly in line with private
enterprise, so if the building were not to
be erected for the A.L.'. I would go right
along with the proposition.
* Mr. T. D. Evans: Oh! What an admis-
sion!

Mr. GRAYDEN: As I said earlier, the
Government is dipping into the public
purse to feather its own nest, and that is
not Permissible anywhere along the line.
During the 12 years the Liberal -Country
Party Government was in office no sug-
gestion was made at any time that the
Government would put up a guarantee so
that the Liberal Party could erect a build-
ing for Its own purposes and also for the
,purpose of housing a Government de-
partment. During those 12 years the
Liberal Party contemplated moving from
its mediocre premises at 1140 H-ay Street,
and during the same period the Country
Party contemplated moving from its me-
diocre premises in Havelock Street.

Both parties devised all sorts of schemes
to erect their own buildings. They investi-
gated scheme after scheme, but not once
did it cross the mind any member of the
Liberal Party or of any member of the
Country Party to erect a building on the
strength of a Government guarantee; a
building which would house a Government
department. As a result, today we have the
Liberal Party building its own offices, but
not with a Govermnent guarantee. It is
constructing a relatively small office build-
ing in West Perth, and I think the
Country Party is doing the same.

Despite this, the first step the Labor
Government takes as soon as it is elected
to office, is to decide to erect a palatial
building to be known as the Trades H4all,
and construct it by means of a Government
guarantee. it baa also decided to house
a, Government department on nine floors
of that building and because it is doing this
the project is bound to be a success.

We have heard the Leader of the Op3po-
sition read clause 13 of the articles of
association of the company that is to con-
struct this building, and I will read it to
the House again to refresh the minds of
members. It reads as follows-

* No part of the profits of the Asso-
- ciation shall be paid to or received by

the members but the Association may
from time to time by resolution direct
the payment of the net profits or any
part thereof to or for the benefit of
any organisation affiliated with the
State Executive or for any work or
branch of work undertaken by the
State Executive.
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So any profits made from this build-
ing, which is to be constructed with the
assistance of a Government guarantee, will
go straight to the AJIJ.P. The following
was published in The West Australian of
the 4th September, 1972:-

An A-L.P. official said yesterday that
any profits from the buildings were
used to Improve facilities and subsi-
dise trade union rents. They did not
go into A.L.P. funds.

That is what the people of Western Aus-
tralia read In The West Australian of the
4th September, 1912.

Yet clause 13 of the articles of associa-
tion of the company that has been set up
to construct this building states that no
part of the profits of the association shall
be paid to or received by the members of
the association, but it can, from time to
time, by resolution, direct payment of net
profits to the benefit of any organisation
affiliated 'with the State Executive of the
A.L.P. Therefore. we know that this
money will go directly to the A.L.P.

It would have been a heinous act If a
Liberal-Country Party Government in this
State had done exactly what the present
Labor Government proposes to do.

Mr. Hartrcy: They did it in New South
Wales; they gave a guarantee in that
State,

Mr. GRAYDKN: In New South Wales
the Goverrnent was approached to give
a guarantee for the construction of a build-
ing and it said, "Yes, the Trades Hall serves
a useful purpose in our society, and we will
certainly introduce legislation to mbake a
guarantee possible. But in this case it
was a Liberal Party Government making
available a guarantee to a Labor organisa-
tion. That is a completely different propo-
sition. from one where a Labor Govern-
ment, immediately it is elected to office,
helps itself to money from the public
purse.

Mr. Graham: That is a shocking thing
to say!

Mr. O'Connor: It is true.
Mr. GRAYDEN: The Liberal Party is

currently erecting a building In West
Perth. Would the present Government
agree to a suggestion that the construction
of this building be suspended whilst it
considers a proposition to allow the Liberal
Party to erect a 10-storied building in
West Perth? Would the Government be
prepared to do this?

Mr. Jamieson: It should have got in
earlier.

Mr. GRAYDEN: What the Government
Is doing is introducing lawlessness into the
government, of Western Australia. We
have seen many examples of lawlessness In
Australia during the past few months, es-
pecially In thie Eastern States, and now
we have a situation where the present Gov-
ernment is introducing lawlessness into
the government of Western Australia.

How will any citizen or high-school student
bf this State, with the standards he or she
has been taught to accept, view the action
of a Government when It helps itself to
money from the public purse immediately
it gets into office? The present Govern-
ment is breaking down the standards
which exist in the community in wbich we
live. It has introduced lawlessness into
government. I do not want to continue
for very long because the hour Is getting
late,

I have a tremendous regard for many
members of the Labor Party. I have
great respect for much of the legislation
which this Government has introduced:
but I think It has denigrated itself and de-
stroyed Its credibility in what It has done.
It has done an extraordinary thing, and
I am sorry to witness it. I deplore what
the Government has done In respect of
this matter, and I support the motion
moved by the Leader of the Opposition.

MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [10.21
P.m.]: We have just heard a diatribe
about the Government feathering its own
nest. I want to refute that suggestion
by pointing out that there are many people
who have feathered their nests at the
Government's expense. The Leader of the
Opposition was quite right in saying that
I had asked a question In regard to Gov-
emiunent departments being housed in
private buildings.

I readily concede to the member for
South Perth and others that If the Gov-
ernment had to provide the buildings to
house all Government departments then
finance for other essential public works
would be reduced by that extent. I criticise
the Previous Government for having put
the present Government into this position;
and I crtticise the effrontery of the Leader
of the Opposition in moving the motion
before the H-ouse.

Mr. Thompson: You should congratulate
him.

Mr. FLETCHER: He Indulged in a lot
of hlghfaluting nonsense about this having
sent shock waves through the nation and
in all the other exaggerated "baloney" for
the want of a better word. He was almost
crying his eyes out as a consequence of
'what he said we as the Government have
made of ourselves in respect of this issue.
In effect he was trying to Indicate that
he was saving us; and he indulged in a
lot of other hypocritical nonsense.

I asked the question which he mentioned
to find out lust how nicely some people
have done out of the taxapayers' Purse.
I will not go into the question In full,
because I want to dispose of this issue
quickly, and I repeat as quietly as possible.
My question was in part-

(1) What-
(a) Government;
(b) semi-Government,
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departmental tenants at present
occupy offce space In accommoda-
tion owned by private landlords in
the metropolitan area?

(2) In what buildings and at what
addresses does this occur?

(3) (a) Who are the landlords: and
(b) what rent is paid,
in each Instance?

(4) What is the total rent paid?
Let me point out that in the reply given
by the Premier the total rent at present
paid to the friends of the previous Gov-
ernment is shown at $1,477,644. In 1967
1 asked exactly the same question as to
the rent paid each month; so by multi-
plying the figures by 12 we will have the
annual figure. I found that in 1967 the
amount was $890,385.36 per annum. If
anyone cares to do some mental arithmetic
he will find that the rent now paid by the
Government and semi-Government depart-
menits is more than twice the 1967 figure.
In effect, inflation in excess of 100 per
cent. has taken place in regard to rents
since 1967.

Mr. O'Connor: It might be related to a
different area of space.

Mr. FLETCHER: No doubt members
opposite do not want to hear what I am
saying. I do not blame them, because
what I1 am saying is embarrassing to them.
Let me indicate as quickly as possible some
of the people who are benefiting from the
rents paid by the Government.

Mr. O'Connor: What area was involved
in 1967 and what is the area today?

Mr. FLETCHER: I do not want to listen
to the member for Mt. Lawley. but I hope
members will listen to me. In the answer
to my question asked Yesterday the Prem-
ier made known to me the premises. I find
they include Vapech House, Klllmar House,
Koonawarra, House, Bridgeway House.
Kerala House, Belmont 55 Laurie Street,
and Karina House in Victoria Park. For
these Premises the owner received a total
of $270,403 in rental per annum. I will
make known to the House who owns those
properties; it is Snowden & Willson.

Mr. Burke: Who are the shareholders
of that firm?

Mr. FLETCHER. It will be very inter-
esting to find out who the shareholders
are, and if I had the time I would en-
deavour to do so.

Mr. lewis: Do you know the floor space
relating to those rentals?

Mr. FLETCHER: I am quite confident
these people were told by the previous
Government to construct the buildings,
and that tenants would be found for them.
The previous Government did find tenants
for its friends, and it paid the rents.

it Ill becomes the member for South
Perth to talk about the miniscule amount
of rent we will get in comparison with the
$1,477,644 1 have mentioned. There is
nio comparison between the two figures.

I have said that I have no doubt that
was done by the previous Government for
the benefit of Its supporters; and I haye
no doubt that some part of the $1,477,644
found Its way into the Liberal Party funds,
or Country Party funds--I withdraw the
remark about the Country Party. That
amount would be backhanded to the
Liberal Party for party purposes.

I shall now deal with what the member
for South Perth has said, although I do
not think he 'was dealing with the theme
of the motion. He was critical of us for
helping the A.L.P. to a minimum extent,
but I would point out to him that the
Liberal Party did very nicely in the
manner I have suggested. I say that with
rents as high as those mentioned, the
amnount expended on the construction of
the buildings will soon be recouped, and
this at the expense of the taxpayers.
Apart fromn paying off the buildings, an-
other advantage is that the capital value
increases as time goes on. This is a gilt-
edged proposition.

Mr. Baryce: How do you spell "gilt,,?
Mr. FLETCHER: I should spell It

"guilt." To some people it seemns to be
wrong for us to do anything to help the
A.L.P. If it is wrong in one instance in
respect of rental, then it was 62 times
wrong in the case of the previous Govern-
ment.

Mr. Rushton: What has it done? We
are sick of listening to your suppositions.

Mr. FLETCH4ER: I was pointing out
out that if we attempt on one occasion
to do something which some people regard
as reprehensible then the previous Gov-
ernment In housing Government depart-
ments in private buildings was 02 times
as culpable.

Mr. Rushton- That is a blatant untruth.
Mr. PLETCHER: I find that some

churches are property owners who have
rented premises to the Government, and
I do not object to that.

Mr. O'Connor: Were they backhanding
funds to the previous Government?

Mr. FLETCHER: I have no objection to
the Boy Scouts Association, the Wembley
Athletic Club-

Mr. Rushton: What a fool!
Mr. FLETC1HER: -the Red Cross, the

Midland Trades Hall, the Painters and
Decorators Union, and the University of
Western Australia. I am quite happy about
all those bodies benefiting as a conse-
quence of letting premises to the Govern-
ment.

Mr. O'Connor: If one of those bodies
belonged to the Liberal Party how would
you feel?
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Mr. FLETCHER: There are 11 of these
bodies; so I will subtract 11 from the 62
mentioned in the answer to the question.
We find 51 private-enterprise buildings in
which there are Government tenants.

Yet it is alleged to be an offence if we
attempt to do the same thing on one oc-
casion. Here on 51 occasions the situa-
tion i8 as I have outlined. Let us see who
some of the poverty stricken landlords are
other than Snowden & Willson. I draw
attention to No. 3 on the list. Claver
H-ouse received $90,218 per annum and It
is owned by the Australian Mutual Provi-
dent Society.

No. 6 is also interesting. The premises
are called the Commercial Union House.
The amount received for that property was
$7,776 and it is owned by Northern & Em-
ployers Group. What does the member
for South Perth think of that? All those
landlords are receiving benefits from the
taxpayers' pockets which is what he is
accusing us of doing.

Mr. Hartrey: Who is the Northern &
Employers Group?

Mr. FLETCHER: It would be worth
another parliamentary Question to find out
who they are.

No. 7 is Albert House at 10 Victoria
Avenue. That is owned by a syndicate
which receives $49,406. and the address is
care of Stirling Estates, 8 Parliament
Place, West Perth. That Is a very inter-
esting figure and a very interesting fact.
But listen to the name. It is merely
"Syndicate"; that is all. It is deliberately
clouded in anonymity, but whoever they
are they still do very nicely out of it with
$49,000. It is a very nice figure from
which a substantial backhander could be
given to Liberal Party funds.

I could go through this list in consider-
able detail, but it would take up a great
deal of time and I know that one Minister
must catch a plane in the early hours of
the morning. Consequently I do not want
to take up a disproportionate amount of
time.

The list contains the names of many
interests benefiting at the taxpayers' ex-
pense yet the member for South Perth
finds It so reprehensible when the Trades
Hall attempts something.

Exchange House at 68 St. George's Ter-
race is another on the list. The tenant
is the Director-General of Transport and
the amount Paid is $8,436 a year. Ex-
change House is owned by the Bond Cor-
poration. I wish to emphasise that many
big vested interests are doing nicely, but
we are criticised for what we attempt. I
commend Mr. Bond for taking only a
limited amount of rent when hundreds of
thousands of dollars are taken by others.
No. 18 is owned by the Bank of New South
Wales.

Mr. Hartrey: Is that a public benefac-
tor?

Mr. FLETCHER: Yes, that organisation
would require the rent of course in order
to remain solvent! This bank would not
be an orphan, either. A number of banks
and insurance companies are among those
sharing the rents. Of course, it is all
quite legitimate business. I concede that;
but those concerned are doing very nicely
out of it.

Let us jump to No. 38, which is at Fre-
mantle. This is getting onto my home
ground. No. 38 is Crane House at 185
High Street. The tenants are the Habour
and Light Department, the Metropolitan
Water Supply Board, the Community Wel-
fare Department, and the Crown Law De-
partment. The house is owned by Demp-
ster Development Pty. Ltd. which is re-
ceiving $50,956 annually from the tax-
payers' purse.

I have another aspect I wish to query.
During the regime of the previous Gov-
ernment the Harbour and Light Depart-
ment moved from the Fremantle Port
Authority building into Crane House. The
Harbour and ight Department has allied
interests with the Fremiantle Port Autho-
rity. I want to know from someone In
the previous Government why the Har-
bour and Light Department was shifted
into private enterprise property.

This Is all revealed in the answer to the
Question I asked. I have no doubt it
was done to ensure that the rent was paid
to the friends of the previous Government
rather than to the Treasury, or alterna-
tively, to the Fremantle Fort Authority.

No. 44 on the list is the Trades Hall
building in Midland, as quoted by the
Premier. We are not creating any prece-
dent In what we are attempting to do
because the situation already applies to
the Midland Trades Hall building.

One member, as well as the Leader of
the Opposition, took exception to the fact
that alternative accommodation was avail-
able into which the Public Health Depart-
ment could be placed. Of course it Is,
and that is exactly what the grizzle is
about from the other side of the House.

Recently, when I was debating the
motion of the member for Floreat on the
subject of unemployment, I said that the
previous Government went for its life to
build all sorts of accommodation, including
office accommodation and living accom-
modation. The Leader of the Opposition
now finds it convenient not to listen to
what I have to say to rebut what he said
on that occasion. He said it was a lot
of nonsense. I will let the House know
what a lot of nonsense I was alleged to be
saying when I indicated that the previous
Government built a superabundance of
accommodation so that when we came into
office there was more than required and
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consequently unemployment resulted. The
Leader of the Opposition said, "What non-
sense!"

The following is quoted from Contact,
the news and information medium of the
Real Estate Institute of Western Austra-
lia, Volume 2, No. 4, dated the 25th
August, 1972:-

Rome units are still difficult to sell
and new developments are aimed at
Providing attractive amenities to im-
prove saleability.

I am pointing out that there is more thaht
Is required. To continue-

The present oversupply in some
areas is not likely to be absorbed for
at least two years. Quite a number
of home unit constructions have been
converted to rentals.

It goes on to talk of various types of living
accommodation; but the following is the
important part:-

City office space, as everyone is
aware, is well oversupplied; even so,
commencements continue. Over sup -
ply is not likely to be. absorbed for at
least three years.

Yet the Leader of the Opposition the other
night contradicted me when I said the
previous Government had built more than
was required.

I deliberately walked down St. George's
Terrace and looked at No. 248, which has
six floors. It is the Guardian Royal ]Ex-
change building which is fully air-condi-
tioned. The downstairs area contains
two lonely chairs. Next door at 246 the
Scottish Amicable Life Assurance Society
does not even appear to have one chair
or one tenant. That is why the grizzle
is coming from the other side of the
House. The previous Government supplied
more than demand required and it wants
to take the tenants we can provide and
place them in the accommodation its
friends have provided rather than into the
accommodation at Trades Hall.

Even though friends of the Opposition
are receiving over $1,000,000 Per annum in
rent the Opposition does not want the
Labor Party to receive one single solitary
dollar, or even one single solitary cent:
and that is the reason for the motion, not
the hypocritical pretence that we are doing
something dirty or reprehensible in effect.
The Opposition is concerned because this
small grain will go to benefit the Labor
Party rather than its friends. As a conse-
quence I oppose the nonsense contained in
the motion.

MR. W. A. MANNING (Narrogin)
[10.39 p.m.]: I wish to support the motion
and I arm very surprised the Premier did
not attempt to reply to the allegation it
contains. He simply skirted around them

and filled in a great deal of time on ir-
relevant matter. I do not intend to go into
a lot of detail In that regard.

Mr. Hartrey: Good.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: I first wish to

confirm what the Deputy Leader of the
Country Party stated in regard to Can-
berra, because the Premier made a rest
feature of this and an article concerning
it appeared in the Press. A telegram was
sent to Canberra to make sure of the
situation and the following reply was
received this afternoon:-

Any statement that there was any
monetary or other assistance from
Government sources to Australian
Country Party for erection of McEwen
House is completely untrue Stop The
Country Party itself was responsible
for raising all the funds necessary far
this project Stop

It was signed "Peter Warrick, Federaj
Director, Australian Country Party Na-
tional Secretary at Canberra." I

Mr. T. D. Evans: What about reading
out the amount received from the build-
ing?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: That is not the
point at issue. The Minister is trying to
cloud the issue. This has to do with the
guarantee of a sum of money to an or-
ganisation in which the Ministers--the
nenbers of Cabinet-are interested.

Mr. Graham: The Country Party is
receiving handouts from the Common-
wealth Government by way of rentals
every week.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: The guarantee we
are discussing will be given to an organi-
sation in which the Government is in-
terested, and the Government cannot get
away from that fact. Very firm principles
are laid down for people who hold respon-
sible positions, and Cabinet has a great
responsibility to the State. It should be
very careful when dealing with organisa-
tions in which it is interested. I will quote
subsection (1) of section 123 of the Com-
panies Act, as follows:-

Subject to this section every director
of a company who is in any way.
whether directly or indirectly Inter-
ested in a contract or proposed con -
tract with the company shall as soon
as practicable after the relevant facts
have come to his knowledge declare
the nature of his interest at a meeting
of the directors of the company.

Mr. Bertram: How is that relevant to
this motion?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: It has a lot to do
wit~h it. I am pointing out that anyone in
a responsible position has to justify the
actions he takes when he has a personal
interest in any matter.

Mr. Jamieson: There is no lp,srsona1 in-
terest; you have the wrong interpretation.
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Mr. W. A. MANNING: I have not the
wrong Interpretation at all.

Mr. Jamieson: Of course you have.
Mr. W. A. MANNING:, The Minister for

-Works knows that he, and the other Min-
isters, have a responsibility because they
are the custodians of the funds of the
State. If they use the funds of the State
to benefit some organisation in which they
are Interested they contravene the Act.

Mr, Graham: No funds will be coming
from the State.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: Let me refute that
statement. There is a guarantee of
$1,900,00o.

Mr. Graham: A guarantee, yes.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: And the State is

liable for that amount.
Mr. Jamieson: What will happen if the

venture fails?
Mr. W. A. MANNING: The Government

will guarantee to make the payment.
Mr. Jamieson: And it will get the build-

ing.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: The guarantee

must be worth something otherwise it
would not be a guarantee.

Mr. Jamieson: Of course it is worth
something.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: Then it must cost
the State something.

Mr. Jamieson: What sort of a financial
genius are you?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: This reveals the
situation that the Government regards a
guarantee as forever.

Mr. T. D. Evans: What about Coral Bay?
Mr. W. A. MANNING: If the Govern-

ment considers that Coral Bay was wrong
that is no reason for another wrong. We
are now referring to a guarantee for
which the State will be liable, and Cabinet
is responsible for the guarantee. I will read
part of subsection (1) of section 125 of
the Companies Act, which Is as follows:-

A company shall not make a loan
to a director of the company or of a
company that by virtue of subsection
(5) of section. six is deemed to be
related to that company, or enter Into
any guarantee or Provide any security
in connection with a loan made to
such a director by any other person.

I am not applying the. provisions of the
Companies Act to the Government but I
am pointing out that People in responsible
positions, under the provisions of Acts
of this Parliament, have to state that they
have no personal influence on decisions
which are made.

Mr. Bertram: It does not say that; it
says that persons must declare their in-
terests. -I SU]

Mr. W. 'A. MANNING: I will now rifer
to the Local Government Act which is.
closer to home.

Mr. Hartrey: Have a look at the Dog
Act, too.

Mr, W. A. MANNING: The hanourable
member opposite does not like what I am
saying because he knows there is a res-
ponsibility on) Cabinet to see that every-
thing is above board.

Mr. Hartrey: And so it is.
Mr. T. D. Evans: Perhaps you should

have a look at the goat Act.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: Subsection (3) of

section 174 of the Local Government Act
is as follows:-

(3) (a) A member of a council
who has an interest, other than a
common interest, in a matter

shall
unless exempted under subsection
(6) of this section,

give notice
.. disclosing the fact that he has

the interest,
and shall .not take part in the con-
sideration or discussion and shall not
vote, in respect of the matter at a
meeting of the council.

Mr. Bertram: Now define "comnmon in-
terest."

Mr. W. A. MANNING: "Common in-
terest" means an Interest which is common
to the public; or to the ratepayers of the
municipality: or to the Inhabitants of the
district of the municipality. A common
interest is not one which is concerned
with a small sectional interest. It applies
to all the people of a municipality, and
that is my Point. Anyone who has an
interest, other than a common interest,
cannot take Part In a consideration or dis-
cussion, and shall not vote.

Mr. Hartrey: What has that to do with
the guarantee you are talking about?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: The member for
Boulder-Dundas cannot tell mne he does
not know what I am talking about. People
in. responsible positions have too do the
right thing, and must also appear to do
the right thing. Members of Cabinet have
indirectly voted themselves a guarantee.
I think the honourable member wilJ agree
'with that.

Mr. Hartrey: I will not. It is a lot of
rubbish.

Mr. WV. A. MANNING: It is not a lot
of rubbish at all because this is the situa-
tion in which the Government finds itself.
Members of the Government have accepted
their positions and have a fair knowledge
of their responsibilities. According to the
Local Government Act no person can vote
on a decision if he has an interest in the
matter to be decided.
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Mr. Davies: Are YOU sure the matter
went to Cabinet?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I should hope it
went to Cabinet.

Mr. Davies: I do not recall It.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: Surely it would
have to go to Cabinet?

Mr. Davies: Guarantees do not have to
go to Cabinet.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: That would still
be skirting around the responsibility be-
cause the Government signs a guarantee
on behalf of the State,

Mr. Hartrey: What guarantee? You do
not know what you are talking about. No
guarantee has been signed.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: We hope the
Government will see the light of day and
will not sign the guarantee. I point out
that men In responsible positions should
see that they fulfil their task without the
influence of any sectional interest. They
should not commit the State to something
to which it should not be committed.

MR. JAMIESON (Belmnont-Minister
for Works) [10.48 p~rm.]: I do not know
whether or not we can get any sanity
back into the debate as a result of may
contribution.

Mr. Hutchinson: It is very doubtful.

Mr. JAMIESON: I would point out that
I think most members opposite have
missed the point altogether. They are
referring to the Local Government Act,
the Companies Act, and various other Acts
and they are running around like mad-
men with axes, Just axing anything and
everything.

The situation is very clear. There are
two sections to this motion which are
worth debating-if we are to debate it at
all. The third and fourth parts of the
motion do not mean anything because
they are political gobbledygook. Whoever
was in Opposition would add similar pro-
visions to such a motion. I will pay at-
tention to the first two parts.

Mr. Elaikie: Can the Minister answer
a question before he proceeds?

Mr. JAMIESON: No. I have nothing to
do with Busselton so I will not answer any
question. I will make my own speech.

Mr. Blaikie: Is the Minister the State
President of the A.L.P.?

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes.
Mr. Blaikie: Have you declared your In-

terest?
Mr. JAMIESON, This point has been

thoroughly researched on my behalf as
State President of the A.L.P. Even the

Leader of the Opposition read the articles
and he discovered that this would not be
one to wear at all. The motion reads--

(1) This House views with grave
concern the decision of the State
Government to undertake a financial
guarantee for a building to be erected
by Trades Hall Incorporated.

Mr. O'Connor: That is the first comment
You have made tonight with which I
agree.

Mr. JAMIESON: As far as I am con-
cerned, the member for Mt. Lawley can go
back to the dance.

Mr. Graham: Pretty little boy!
Mr. JAMIESON. If I were at the dance

and the member for Mt. Lawley were
dressed as he Is, I would probably dance
with him and take the risk.

Mr. Hutchinson: The member for Mt.
Lawley would not dance with you.

Mr. T. D. Evans: I would not take the
risk.

Mr. JAMIESON: To return to the first
part of the motion before us, for a number
of years now Trades Hall (Inc.) has been
subjected to a deal of pressure from the
unions to provide additional accommoda-
tion. Some Inconvenience has been ex-
perienced because of growth. In addition,
bodies in the Trades Hall now enter into
credit unions and a dozen-and-one other
activities which was not the ease at one
time. The net result is that some unions
have left the Trades Hall and built their
own premises. The Carpenters' Union
comes to mind. Practically all of its pre-
mises is rented by the Government, whether
State or Federal, as a business undertak-
Ing. However, this Is by-the-by.

Mr. O'Connor: H-ave you discussed this
with the T.L.C.?

Mr. JAMIESON: I certainly know that
the T.L.C. would not be foolish enough to
talk to the member for Mt. Lawley.

Mr. Hutchinson: Have you discussed this
with the Trades and Labor Council?

Mr. JAMIESON: For the benefit of mem-
bers who do not seem to know-although
in their own minds they feel they know
everything-the Trades and Labor Council
in fact controls the State Executive, be-
cause over 70 per cent. of the delegates on
the executive are from unions. In many
cases they are the self-same delegates of
the Trades and Labor Council. They con-
trol the affairs.

Mr. Hutchinson: They are the ones who
control the Government,

Mr. JAMIESON: We can play that tune
every night, but it gets a little tired. It
is like "God Save the Queen" is to
Royalty. I a sure Royalty could reach
the stage of screaming when hearing it
played.

.Mr. Hutchinson: Tell me it Is not true.
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Mr. JAMIESON: This is not important
on this occasion. I am pointing out that
the unions, because of their association
with the AL.P, and Trades Hall (Inc.)
have for a long time been requesting that
some further apace be made available to
them.

Mr. O'Neil: Are you going to provide
space for the Trades and Labor Council
and the unions?

Mr. Hutchinson: The Minister for Works
is doing a good Job!

Mr. JAMIESON: The member for Boors-
goon typifies the name of that district.

Mr. O'Neil: It Is In the new electorate of
Clontarf.

Mr. JAMIESON: The situation is that
these unions were pressing for accommoda-
tion. We looked at various propositions.
In fact we consulted many organisations
for advice. One after the other they gave
us all kinds of advice. Like lawyers they
say "On the one hand it is something; on
the other It is something else." Finally
we received a Proposition which seemed
to be reasonable.

The Leader of the Opposition said earlier
on that if a building were erected on the
basis he foresaw, it would certainly be out
of context generally with that section of
the metropolitan area. Despite what the
member for Wembley says-and I do not
think he has ever gone over the line-one
of the most expensive buildings erected
in this State has just been completed op-
posite this area. Further, the most ex-
pensive complex to be built in this State-
planned by the previous Government and
continued by this Government-is in this
are a.

Mr. O'Connor: Is that for office accom-
modation?

Mr. JAMIESON: This complex will be
built in the area.

Mr. R. L. Young: Is that an office com-
plex?

Mr. JAMIESON: The complex will be
right opposite.

Mr. R. L. Young: I was speaking in
the context of the feasibility of financing
an office complex, and the Minister knows
It.

Mr. JAMIESON: The member for Wemb-
Icy would not know what day it is.

Mr. Hutchinson: He would know a great
deal more than you.

Mr. JAMIESON: If the member for
Wembley looks after his own business
undertakings he might do better.

Mr. O'Neil: Tell us about this expensive
building.

Mr. JAMvIESON: I will tell the story in
MY Own way; do not be impatient. The
situation is, as the Leader of the Opposit-
ion said, that a building could be erected
which Would not compliment the area at all.

The decision was between erecting a build-
ing which would be in concert with the area
-and which, incidentally, would stand for
a long time-or of erecting something that
would niot fib in at all with the area.

Trades Hall (Inc.) opted for erecting a
building which Its advisers felt would fit
in with the general area and develop it in
concert with the cultural centre which is
being developed progressively.

To do this presented a problem because
the trade union movement alone would not
represent full tenancy, naturally enough.
Some members have referred to one floor,
but I am not sure of the exact amount of
space which would be needed. Possibly It
would be more than one floor. I should
imagine that at least three of the floors
would be occupied by other than Govern-
ment offices.

Mr. ONeil: It is an eight-storied build-
ing and seven storeys are required by the
Public Health Department. That leaves
one storey.

Mr. JAMIESON: Members opposite keep
referring to the size of the building. They
seem to know more than the developer.

Mr. Hutchinson: Tell us about It.
Mr. JAMIESON: I will tell my own story,

but I will not tell the member for Cottes-
boe anything I do not intend to tell.

Mr. Hutchinson: Are you being secre-
tive?

Mr. JAMIESON: I am not being secre-
tive. That is a point I want to make quite
clearly. The Australian Labor Party is come-
pletely different from the Liberal Party with
the latter's incomes and finances. The
business of the Australian Labor Party is
conducted in front of Press representatives.
It is open to the world to know whether we
have a disagreement with a Minister or
amongst ourselves. It Is also open for the
world to know when we enter into an agree-
ment like this. Nothing is secretive in any
way, shape, or form.

I see that the member for Wembley is
pointing once again and I have already told
him that it is extremely rude to do this.

Mr. Hutchinson: The Liberal Party
would never have entered into a proposition
like this.

Mr. JXAMIESON: It would enter into any
sort of proposition.

Mr. Graham: Behind Closed doors with
the blinds down.

Mr. JAMIESON: Nobody knows what
goes on with the Liberal Party. I can refer
to the multitude of rentals which are be-
ing Paid by the Government to various
groups, These were entered into by the
Previous Government. I refer to the ren-
tals for premises such as Vapech House,
Claver House, Oakleigh House, and Jack-
son Building. Those rentals are much high-
er by comparison with what has been sug-
gested.
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Mr.. O'Connor: What has been suggested?
Mr. JAMIESON: These figures are

alarming, Let us look at Oakleigh House.
The rental for 47,101 square feet is
$165,036 per year. It must also be con-
sidered, too, where the building is situated.

Mr. Hutchinson: Was there a Govern-
ment guarantee for that building?

Mr. JAMIESON: I said earlier that the
motion is divided into two parts. Ob-
viously the member for Cottesloe is In-
Capable of listening and taking notice of
anyone who is talking. One part of the
motion deals with the guarantee. At worst,
the Government would inherit a building,
in exactly the same way as it has recently
inherited what is probably the biggest co-
vered parking area in Perth, which is right
opposite the area about which we are talk-
ing. This would probably be an attraction
for a Government office building.

Mr. O'Connor: Are you talking about
Canterbury Court?

Mr. JAMIfESON. Yes.
Mr. O'Connor: Are you going to use it

as a -car park?
Mr. JAMIESON: I1 did not say that we

would use Canterbury Court as a car park.
However, the Government has inherited it
because of the failure of those who financed
it originally.

.If everything in the world went wrong
in connection with this venture-and ap-
parently members opposite think that it
will-the Government would finish up with
an office block, centrally situated and ad-
jacent to the cultural Centre.

Mr. Hutchinson: Which It would not let.
Mr. Jamnieson, That is the worst which

could happen.
Mr. Lewis: H-ow does the rent for Claver

House compare Per square foot,
Mr. JAMIESON* It is approximately

$3.50 per square foot.
Sir Charles Court: What is the price

for Oaklelgh?
Mr. JAMIESON; Oakleigh is a bit more

than that. I do not know who negotiated
these projects at the time but some of
them were badly negotlated because they
were well out of the city.

Mr. O'Neil: Oakleigh House is in St.
George's Terrace.

Mr. JAMIESON: I said some of them
were badly negotiated. Vapech House and
Claver House are rather difficult to reach
from the Centre of the city.

Mr. Lewis: flow much is the proposed
building?

Mr. JAMIESON: As the honourable
member has been told time and time again,
that cannot finally be determined until
the financial arrangements have been
completed. Before anyone has another
stroke, I will come back to what the Leader

of the Opposition said. He pointed out
that obviously--and it must be- obvious to
everybody-the Trades Hall (Inc.) would
have some trading advantage over priv-
ately operated buildings. Of course it
would, because it has location in the first
Place. The Leader of the Opposition men-
tioned Wellington Developments. What
happened to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment? It had a similar department
down there and found it was so incon-
venient that it had to take a private build-
ing in Murray Street and locate the depart-
ment in town because of the difficulties as-
sociated with a very heavy visit-intensive
type of organisation similar to the Public
Health Department.

Sir Charles Court: All the land. the
Medical Department and the Public Health
Department have been buying Is down In
West Perth.

Mr. JAMIESON: Of course. Those de-
partments will always need a lot of ac-
commodation. I have not discussed this
at length with the Minister but as far as
I know it Is not intended that the build-
ing under discussion should accommodate
all the branches that are out at West
Perth, which will be in operation for a
long time, but it will pick up all the offices
scattered here, there, and everywhere
around the city which have become ex-
tremely difficult to administer. No doubt
that exercise was Indulged in.

Mr. Hutchinson: Have you worked out
the name of the building yet?

Mr. JAMIESON. No. but I doubt whe-
ther it would be called "Trades Hall" be-
cause the Trades Hall still remains there.

Mr. O'Connor: The taxpayers' night-
mare.

Mr. JAMIESON: It is not the Trades
Hail building that is being removed. The
situation is that it will be a development
in keeping with the Government's propos-
als for the area. The member for Wem-
bley spoke about development in accord-
ance with the client's requirements. Un-
doubtedly they will be catered for. I hope
the officers of the department that Is ne-
gotiating this matter will not be so stupid
as not to negotiate in accordance with
what is necessary and desirable for the
department. The building will be one of
some standing and class In which the de-
partment can consolidate itself. At a later
stage no doubt the Medical Department
will get these magical loan funds that seem
to evade it all the time, because the de-
partment. feels it is more important to use
loan funds for building hospitals and so on
rather than for providing office accom-
modation. As a consequence, It is pre-
pared to pay out each year an amount for
rental in order to accommodate its per-
sonnel.

Mr. RI. L, Young: Only to Trades Hall.
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I Mr. JAMIESON: No. 'The department
has looked at a number of projects. The
Minister will tell the House all about that.
He and his department are the negoti-
ators in this matter.

Mr. Hutchinson: Is he the one who is
to blame?

Mr. JAMIESON: The honourable mem-
ber could. blame anybody if he liked to
do so.

Mr. Davies: I am as much to blame as
you are.

Mr. JAMIESON: As late as December,
1971, the -Medical Department was looking
at several schemes. One major scheme
involved 158,000 square feet and the de-
partment knew it was not on to provide
$5,000,000-odd for a building of that
nature. It looked at another scheme more
commensurate with this proposal'involving
between 85,000 and 90,000 square feet
which would have cost in excess of
$3,000,000. and of course the department
was not in the race to do anything about
that one, either.

Mr. O'Neil: It could have done that in-.
stead of building a laundry.

Mr. JAMIESON: Members should have
a look at the conditions under which some
of these people are working. ' It is no good
ment 'ioning Casablanca. One should see
some of these buildings. Mention was made
of emrpty buildings in Adelaide Terrace.
They may well be empty but they will not
accommodate Government departments.

Mr. Hlutchinson: Some of them would
prefer to be under such conditions than
under the conditions you are trying to
bring about.

Mr. JAMIESON: That does not make
sense, but not much of what the member
for Cottesloc says does make sense.

Mr. Hutchinson: It does make sense.
Think about it If you can.

Mr. JAMIESON: It does not make sense
because the situation is that nothing has
been hidden. Trades Hall (Inc.) is a
union body in essence. If there Is any
return-zand I hope there will be at some
time because it has certainly not received
any returns over the years from invest-
ments in the considerable amount of prop-
erty it has there-

Mr. Rushton: Have you had a feasibility
study made of this?

Mr. JAMIESON: There are so many
feasibility studies that they must be driv-
ing the honourable member crazy moving
them off the floor when he gets into bed
every night. Feasibility studies have been
made. We have done everything that needs
to be done so many times over that we are
giddy with advice given by various people.

Mr. O'Connor' Could you answer -one

question? It makes a fair difference as
far as rentals are'conicerned 'Is the build,
Ing to be fully air-conditioned?

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes. It Is to be air-
conditioned and darpeted. That is. the

'basis on which it is proposed. Perhaps in
five or 10 years' time the department
might choose to move out of the building
when it finds its own loan funds. At that
time the uinions'would probably'be looking
for more space. At this moment they ivbuld
not require so much space, but. it would
be uneconomical to attack a proposition in
this location in any way other than by
going for a maximum plot ratio.

We have been clearly advised dn 'this
matter. By tackling it In any other way
we.:would certainly have a building but it
would -be a piecemeal approach to the
whole proposition. The Perth City Council
has set down v ery stringent conditions in
this area. There must be a setback of .20
feet, and another 40 feet further back, and
it is not permissible to build beyond a
certain height. The overall development
scheme must tie in with very comprehensive
conditions.

M r. Hutchinson: This does not impress
us one bit:'

Mr. JAMIESON: Members opposite are
so much against it and they are so much
better. I have nothing to hide in regard to
this matter:.

Mr. Hutchinson: If the Deputy Premier
were Premier this would not happen.

Mr. JAMIESON: If 'the Deputy Premier
were Premier I do not know what would
happen.

Sir Charles Court: We would have had
U.F.G.A.

Mr. JAMIESON.: The Deputy Premier
can speak for himself: he is well able to
do that. I know he has no hesitation about
being associated with this proposition.

I will now deal with some of the other
negotiations by the Government. The
Trades Hall at Midland has been men-
tioned several times. The member for Cot-
tesloe, who was the Minister at the time,
should know the situations that developed
in regard to the Trades Hall at Midland.
Not only did the Government pay for the
cost of the new building, and not only did
it provide three-quarters of an acre of land,
whereas the previous Trades Hall was on a
quarter of an acre, hut it also then became
the principal tenant.

Sir Charles Court: Are you complaining
about that?

Mr. JAMIESON. No, but for some rea-
son or another that was a good business
proposition, and always has been. Every-
body Is quite happy.

The Department of Agriculture is quite
happy. It has plenty of room and gets on
quite well In that situation. This was a very
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good move-a very good undertaking. I
maintain that the Trades Hall proposal is
also a goad business undertaking.

Mr. T. D. Evans: For all parties con-
cerned.

Mr. Hutchinson: it is not.
Mr. JAMIESON: The honourable mem-

ber is so biased that he would not know
whether it was a good business undertaking
or not. When the Molonglo tadpole, the
Wembley warbler, and the honourable
member get their heads together, we never
know what they will come up with. At 1140
they do not know what Is happening halt
the time. They run around figuring this
out and figuring that out. Without their
financial advisers they would not be able
to find their way off the ground.

Sir Charles Court: We are going into
new premises without a Government guar-
antee.

Mr. JAMIESON: They will have more
equity in the building than Snowden and
Willson and many of the other cover-up
organisations. Many of these buildings are
being fully paid for by the people.

It would be more In accord with my line
of thinking to grant a Government guaran-
tee to the Liberal Party if It had an attrac-
tive proposition.

The Country Party building in Canberra
is on a prime site. I do not know whether
any other political party could obtain such
a site. It Is a very fortunate site for the
Country Party and It will provide a good
Income. of course, it is not alone in this
area; the A.W.U. and the Department of
National Development are its principal
tenants.

This is on and it has always been on
with attractive business propositions. The
proposal before us has very obvious advan-
tages. Trades Hall (Inc.) has advantages
over any other developer.

Opposition members keep referring to
developments In Adelaide Terrace and St.
George's Terrace. However, everyone knows
how much office space Is available, and In
most cases the people who have this space
are anxious to keep it. Most of them are
happy to run with about three floors occu-
pied because they are Increasing their
capital gain. Look at the situation in re-
gard to Lombard House.

Mr. R. L. Young: Do you think people
would develop buildings with that sort of
overhead to leave them empty?

Mr. JAMIESON: I did not say "empty".
That word would describe the contents of
the honourable member's head-completely
empty.

Mr. R. L. Young: You know they are
not kept empty on purpose.

Mr. JAMIESON: They are not full by
any means.

Mr. R. L. Young: You assumed that the
owners want to keep them empty.

Mr. JAMIESON:, I said that the owners
are happy with this arrangement at the
moment. No doubt they would all like
tenants.

Mr. H. L. Young: You just contradicted
yourself.

Mr. JAMIESON: Will the honourable
member go back to where he just came
from? There may be another nice hot cup
of coffee ready and he can sip it slowly and
leave us alone.

There is sufficient justification for any
Government to guarantee this loan. The
same approach would have been made to
a Liberal Government. I believe that the
previous Premier would have had a pretty
good look at a proposition such as this.

Mr. O'Nell: He would have had a good
look at it all right!I

Mr. JAMIESON: Members must realise
that the trade union movement and those
associated with it are part of the com-
munity. Mr. Askin realised this point.

The double deal seems to have upset the
Leader of the opposition. Both parts of
the deal are business undertakings. If
there Is a failure on the part of the de-
veloper the Government gets the building
Plus the land in a prime position. On the
other hand, if the development is entirely
satisfactory, the Government will be in a
very favourable position in having cheap
rental.

The Medical Department was not the
only department to look at a proposition
with Trades Hall (Inc.) Other depart-
ments were doing the same thing while
the previous Government was in office.
While these departments were Interested
in a different area, I believe this location
would suit some of them better. Opposit-
ion members made the point that there is
a considerable amount of office space avail-
able In Adelaide Terrace, but it would not
suit many of the departments concerned.
This is just political humbug. The Oppos-
ition is worried about the matter, but we
are not. We are open. We have never
tried to hide anything.

The first announcement associated with
this building was In February a few years
ago when a Press statement was made.
There was a bit of a kerfuffie at the time,
but it has now reached the stage where a
developer is in a position to bring the plans
to fruition.

The trade union movement and those
associated with it will be proud of the
building. I believe that the Medical De-
partment will also be proud of it, particu-
larly as it Is so closely associated with the
cultural centre on the other side of the
road.

Mr. Thompson: Did you say that Gov-
ernment departments were negotiating be-
fore the change of Government?

Mr. JAMIEBON: Yes.
Mr. Thompson: Which Government de-

partments?

3290



[Wednesday, 13 September, 1972] 29

Mr. JAMIESON: I will not name them.
The honourable member can obtain this
information from the farmer Ministers.
Certain departments desired accomimoda-
tion, and they still do, in that general area.
The Carpenters and Joiners Union was em-
barrassed because it was hall -way through
construction and the demand for accom-
modation was so great It had to build an-
other storey. It is possible to see the slightly
different colour in the brickwork which
was let under a secondary contract. This
is an illustration of the demnand In that
particular area. Without wishing to give
away any of the union's secrets, I think
the rent was over $3.20 a square foot at
that time. I do not know what this figure
included, but I do know that the premises
are carpeted and air-conditioned.

This is nothing more than an open
business deal. Nobody has tried to hide it.
We do not hide behind a noem de plume as
others are inclined to do. We do not know
who gains advantage from such actions.
We do know however, that the Government
pays out a considerable amount of money
-approximately $1,500,000 a year-in rent.
The remark was made that this saves loan
funds. However, if an organisation Is able
to Put forward a scheme which will assist
the Government, I can see nothing wrong
in guaranteeing such a proposal, There Is
nothing under-hand, shady, or under-cover
about our actions. The whole proposition
is above board. If the financial dealings
of some of the members sitting opposite
were as open as this, the whole community
would be much happier. I oppose the
motion.

MR. RUSHTON (Dale) (11.19 p.mn.):
First of all I would like to reassure the
Premier that I always enjoy his debating
ability. However, tonight he really got
to the bottom of the barrel and found-

Mr. T. D. Evans: When he got there he
found you down there.

Mr. RUSHTON: That is a great remark
from the Attorney-General of our State-
it is quite in keeping with the remarks
made by Government members.

Mr. T. D. Evans: You made the accusa-
tion- You have to take it ha well as give It.

Mr. RUSHTON: I was simply passing a
laudatory remark on the Premier's debat-
ing ability.

Mr. T. D. Evans: And you said that he
got to the bottom of the barrel. When he
got there he found you.

Mr. RUSHTON: We next heard from the
member for Fremantle and the Minister
for Works. These gentlemen disclosed their
ignorance of property management so ob-
viously that it is not worth while answer-
ing their arguments. The fact Is that
companies in the city like to rent buildings
so that their funds remain liquid.

The real highlight of the speech of the
member for Fremantle was when he spoke
of over-building by the Brand Government.
Since the present Government has been
in office It has changed plot ratios whilst
making a plea about satisfying employ-
ment, and it has encouraged two huge con-
cerns to get off the ground by allowing
them different plot ratios so that they may
provide a tremendous increase in accomn-
mod ation. Of course, that refutes every-
thing said by the member for F'remantle.
The present act of the Government Is
a blatant, arrogant contempt of the in-
terests of the people and of Parliament.

Mr. Jamieson: I thought you would say
that. It you didn't I would have been
disappointed.

Mr. RUSHTON: It is quite true.
Mr, Jamieson: That Is in your opinion,

which is of less value every time you speak.
Mr. RUSHTON: If the action of the

Government is legal there Is nothing it
will be incapable of doing. If it can take
the action it proposes to take, it will be
able to do anything. That the Government
says it is done in the name of unemploy-
ment is absolutely laughable.

I would like to refer to the comments
of an A.L.P. official who said that the
profits from the project would be used to
provide improved facilities. What does that
do? It relieves the A.LP. and the unions
of the obligation to provide their own
facilities, thus leaving more money for
electioneering. It will subsidise the trade
unions' rents so that more money will be
available for electioneering purposes.

Mr. Jamieson: You had better tell that
to our, Government tenants, or they will
be very irate.

Mr. RUSHTON: This is what has been
said,

Mr. Jamieson: I knrow you have read
the paper; but there is no finality about it.
Nobody would be able to make a statement
about It.

Mr. RUSHTON: The next gem we heard
from the Premier was that the project is
to help alleviate unemployment. We need
only consider some of the events that have
occurred in regard to unemployment, and
the fact that today it was disclosed that
the day labour force is growing to such an
extent that people will be discouraged from
progressing with building and development.
This in itself creates unemployment. I
could quickly refer the Premier to the
Naval Base suburb and the proposed action
of the Government, which is shattering the
confidence of people in the Kwinsna
and Rockingham areas. It Is ridiculous for
the Government to speak of relieving un-
employment In this fashion when there
are so many other ways to do It.

I know that at present in Kelmscott the
State Housing Commission proposes a huge
building programme which is breakin the
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confidence of the private sector. What does
this do for unemployment? It simply cre-
ates more unemployment.

The proposed action of the Government,
follows on the last nibble we had about
three abattoirs. That was the moat bla-
tant politicking we have ever seen. The
proposed abattoirs deal was aimed at piec-
ing money directly into the hands of the
T.L.C,; from there, of course, the money
would flow to the affiliated bodies and into
A.LP. funds.

Here we have another action of that
kind. The main issues behind this move are
the ethics and the principles which are
involved. They are the Issues about which
the people of this State are most con-
cerned.

I would like now to make a paint upon
which I hope the Premier will comment.
I will not touch on the issues he raised
when trying to prove that the action of
the Government is similar to other actions
In other parts because that has been re-
futed and there is no basis for it. I think
the example I am about to give destroys
the Government's case for going to Trades
Hall for office accommodation. What about
the proposed State Housing Commission
project? The commission intends to develop
only half of the proposed construction at
a cost of $1,250,000.

Why should not the Government get be-'
hind that project and complete the whole
building and place the Public Health De-
partment in it? There is no ans-
wer to that. The State Housing Commis-
sion has a prime property, but it will be
only half developed. Provision is to be
made. in the foundations to enable the
second half to be constructed at a later
date. Here 'we have the greatest case
of blatant politicking we have ever seen,
whilst a Government subsidiary-the
State Housing Commission-is strug-
gling and. must sell some of its higher-
priced land to finance its project-
money which could well be used for hous-
ing.

Mr. Davies: You are not making much
sense for a banker.

Mr. RUSH4TON: The Government has
scant regard for that situation. it is
clawing at money from the Selniscott de-
velopment. The Treasury wants its money
back and could not care less about how
the people will be disadvantaged. I invite
members of the Government to visit the
Orelia. and Calista. areas to see the example
set by the previous Government. which
has been forgotten by the present Gov-
ernment. It intends to put hundreds of
thousands of People in the same income
group in one area. This will destroy the
confidence of the People.

Mr, Davies: Take a deep breath, or you
will have a stroke.

Mr. RUSHTON: 1. invite Government
members to comment.

.Mr. Davies: You are making Uittle sense
for a banker. You are talking about the
building and not about the accessibility
of money, etc.

Mr. RUSHTON: Let me put It this way:
The Tonkin Government is so urgently
in need of money-

Sir David Brand: No, it isn't.
Mr. RUSHTON: -that it had to raise

finance from the project at Kelmscott.
What is the result of that? The arrange-
ment with the people in the area has been
refuted and the State Housing Commis-
sion is to plonk all the houses in one mass.

Mr. Davies: You are at your dishonest
biest again.

Withdrawal of Remark
Mr. RUSHTON: Mr. Speaker, I would

like the Minister for Health to withdraw
the remark that I am again being dis-
honest.

Mr. DAVIES: I am happy to withdraw
the remark, Sir.

Debate Resumed
Mr. RUTSHTON, The point Is that-
Mr. Davies: You are very touchy.
Mr. RUSHTON: -we have the Govern-

ment claiming it is short of money, and
we know It makes that claim for
political purposes, The Government said
that the State was bankrupt. How sadly
that reflected on the unemployment situ-
ation of the State!

Now the Government Is attempting to
extract the money invested in the
M.R.P.A. No. 4 scheme, and it could not
care less about the compatibility of the
development of housing in the area
concerned. We have people coming in en
masse to this settlement, and the confi-
dence of those who have purchased nearby
blocks is being destroyed. Therefore, the
private building of houses is being retarded.

Mr. Davies: Are you worried about the
settlement or the people nearby?

Mr. RUSHTON: I am Interested in the
whole area. Certainly I am not inter-
ested in seeing the State Housing Com-
mission building all its houses in that
area.

Mr. Davies: You are making many
statements which you do not justify or
explain.

Mr. RUSHTON: Let us consider the
Naval Base area. The Minister is not
even prepared to Place on the Table of
the House the report he has had for
months.

Mr. Davies: No decision has been made
on it.

Mr. RUSHTON: Last week the Minister
refused to .table the report.

Mr. Davies: It will be tabled when it is
no longer confidential.
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Mr. RUSHTON: The Minister is hedging.
Mr. Davies: We do not want you making

up our minds for us.
Mr. RUSHTON., We hear much talk of

unemployment, and here is a threat that
15,000 people will be placed directly in the
way of heavy industry in order that the
Government may extract millions of dol-
lars from the land. It could not care less
about the conditions under which the
people will he forced to live.

Mr. Hartrey: What has that to do with
the motion?

Mr. RUSHTQN. It has everything to do
with the motion. The State Housing Com-
mission finds it necessary to sell land in
order to obtain $1,250,000 to erect half a
building. Just a little further along the
road the Government is doing a deal with
the Labor Party to erect another building.
Why does not the Government assist the
State Housing Commission with its project?)

Mr. Davies: Do you want them to sell
some of the land to get the money?

Mr. RUSHTON: What about this guar-
antee?

Mr. Jamieson: For your information they
are also doing a deal with Snowden &
Willson for the Community Welfare De-
partment in Hay Street.

Mr. RUSHTON: We have a prime block
available for the State Housing Commis-
sion with ample space; all the room the
Government wants.

Mr, Davies: We have everything except
the money to build it. From where are we
to get the money?

Mr. RUSHTON: From where does the
Minister think he would get the money?

Mr. Davies: We have a site between
Irwin and Pier Streets that I would like to
develop.

Mr. RUSHTON: Where Is the money
coming from for this Trades Hall project?

Mr. Davies: It is privately-raised money,
but I cannot use privately-raised money
on the site to which I refer. There are
plenty of people who would like to do It at
exorbitant rates of interest, and you know
a few of them.

Mr. RUJSHTON: The money would soon
be made available for this State Housing
Conunision site. The latest action of the
Government highlights how improvident
and self-interested this Government is.

Previously, We had mention of the Yun-
durup Canals project. This is also part
of the amazing activities entered into by
the Government. The Yundurup Canals
project is a high;.priced luxury undertak-
ing which the Government backed to the
extent of $1,750,000.
.Mr. Davies: Your Government did not

keep its word to the developer.

Mr. RUSHTON* I am glad the Minister
has introduced that aspect, because the
Premier is not prepared to refute the
statement that this is not so, and evidence
has 'been produced to show that it is not
so.

Mr. Davies: It is so.
Mr. RUSHTON: The Minister keeps an

saying that like a magpie, but the Prem-
ier is not prepared to produce evidence to
refute the statement that the developer
knew aLl1 about the conditions in the first
place.

Mr. Davies: You produce evidence which
proves that the Premier is incorrect.

Mr. RUSHTON: If the Minister for
Health wishes to continue in that vein,
it highlights the fact that the Govern-
ment is not prepared to show why
It guaranteed the Yundurup Canals pro-
ject to the extent of $1,750,000. We then
move on to how the Government showed
its contempt of Parliament by proceeding
with the central laundry. The Minister
brought a Bill to Parliament so that this
House could approve it, but when the
Bill was rejected the Government showed
It could not care less. It merely said,
"We do not have to abide by the decision
of Parliament."

Mr. Davies: Your political bias Is show-
ing so strongly that you will have a stroke
and will find yourself in oni of my hos-
pitals.

Mr. RUSHTON: This Government is
showing a lack of common sense and
reasonable political practices and is cer-
tainly leaving the State threadbare of any
credibility. The latest act by the Govern-
ment is another blatant Labor Party ef-
fort, and in taking into consideration all
the other acts it has committed we must
ask ourselves. "What will it do next?"

In a matter as vital as this, the Govern-
ment should resign and test the feeling of
the people in regard to the acts it ha-s
committed, because it has certainly preju-
diced the goodwill and good name of this
State.

MR. O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawlcy) 111.35
p.m.]: I rise-

Mr. Davies: To give us a song!

Mr. O'CONNOR: -to support whole-
heartedly the remarks of the Leader of
the Opposition. Fortunately I happened to
be present in the Chamber when he started
his speech, and fortunately I returned in
sufficient time to hear what the Premier
had to say in -regard to the motion.

I believe the motion is very timely and I
hope it will assist the Government to mend
its ways rather than try to cheat the
people of this State.
IMr. May: I beg your pardon.-
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Mr. O'CONNOR: I will repeat It if the
Minister so desires. I said that I hoped
the motion would be effective In preventing
the Government from cheating the people
of this State because, in this particular
instant, that is what it is endeavouring
to do. Whilst I listened to what the Premier
had to say for about half an hour, I think
all he did was hedge. In fact, In my opin-
ion, be has hedged ever since he has been
Premier of this State. He has hedged
all the way. When some action of his
Government is brought to attention, he
merely outlines what was done by the
previous Government. It Is unfortunate for
Western Australia that "coverups" of this
nature are used so often.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You should talk about
covering up after that proposition you had
to sink the railway; what you were going to
Day the developer;, to pay rents way above
the rents being paid now.

Mr. O'Connor: We never agreed to any
payment of rent.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Finally, you did not.
Mr. O'CONNOR: We did not agree initi-

ally, either. This is the sort of statement I
am referring to, Mr. Speaker. The Premier
just Pours out words which mean nothing.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I have had complaints
from business people In the centre of the
city that this is what was going to happen.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Premier knows
quite well that no arrangements for any
rents were made.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Hut you were con-
templating it; that was the basis for
financing the proposal.

Mr. O'CONNOR: We asked for proposals
to be put forward, and we listened to each
and every one that was submitted to us.

Sir David Brand: There was never any
Proposition agreed to.

Mr. O'CONNOR: No proposition was
agreed to at any time.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I never said there was,
but you had it in contemplation to agree
to a rental which was well above the
rentals being paid in the city.

Mr. O'CONNOR: We never agreed to any
rental at all. The Premier makes so many
fictitious statements that I say here and
now I am prepared to resign from this
Parliament If it can be proved that I made
such a Statement, provided the Premier Is
Prepared to do the same If It is proved that
his statement is inaccurate.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I did not say you made
the statement.

Mr. O'CONNOR: All right; now we have
the facts. The fact is that no proposition
was agreed to an any time.

Mr. J. TI. Tonkin: I never said there 'was
a proposition agreed to. What I said was
that in connection with the proposal to
sink the railway which was submitted to

you, one of the conditions was that a cer-
tain area of the city was to be available
for office accommodation.

Mr. O'CONNOR: To which submission
is the Premier referring? There were
several submissions and they all contained
this provision.

Mr. J. T, Tonkin: That is right, and the
submission was at a rental which would
have compensated those people who were
going to carry out the proposal, and so
make the actual cost of it appear to be
less.

Sir David Brand: No-one agreed to that.
Mr. O'CONNOR: Who agreed to that?

No-one did, When tenders are called for
throughout the world, one does not say,
"Do not send back any tender that will
indicate that you are going to make any
money out of the project." Even the Trades
Hall would not do that. I think the latest
act of the Government is the most inex-
cusable I have seen during the 13 years
I have been a member of Parliament. It
is an act which brings great discredit on
the Government, and I hope It will
mend its ways. If the Government has
any scruples it will loin with the Leader of
the Opposition in supporting this motion.
This is not the first tine in Western Aus-
tralia the Government has treated itself
or its friends better than it is prepared to
treat others, and that Is something which
csnnot be excused.

Sir Charles Court: What about the road
maintenance tax means test?

Mr. O'CONNOR: Yes, we now have the
Government putting forward a proposal to
introduce a means test for the people of
this State in regard to the payment of
road maintenance tax. I think this is
another matter the Government should
look into.

This step which has been taken by the
Government in guaranteeing the A.LP. is
a callous one. If this was the only inci-
dent of its kind it would be bad enough,
but there have been a number of others.
I feel sorry for you, Mr. Speaker, because
I am quite sure you must be very sad at
being a member of a party which has done
such a thing.

Mr. Davies: You should not reflect on
the Speaker.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I am sure the Speaker
will let me know if he thinks there is any
such reflection. I am surprised that the
Minister for Health, who Is an executive
member of the A.L.P., should take the
funds of his own department to pay rent to
benefit the A.LP. and his party In the
long run.

Mr. Davies: We will have a real good
time and booze it UP!

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Minister will not
booze It up. but I am sure his party will
use it up. Whbat would happen if we on
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this side, as a Goverrnent, had guaranteed
the Liberal Party the money required to
build an office block and installed the
Railways Department in it as tenants? I
am sure screams would be beard from the
opposite side of the 'House.

Mr. Davies: Your Government pulled
down some Government offces and put the
departments into private enterprise build-
ings.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Commnissioner of
Railways requested this.

Mr. Davies:- And you agreed to It.
Mr. O'CONNOR: We did not Put the

departments Into Liberal Party buildings.
Mr. Davies: I suppose the Bank of New

South Wales Is a strong Labor Party sup-
porter!

Mr. O'CONNOR: It probably does sup-
port the Labor Party, but I do not know.
it appears that the honourable member
is sore, because the Bank of New South
Wales does not support his party. If the
bank donates some money to his party
will his Government be prepared to leave
the Government tenants in that building?

Mr. Davies: if we on this side are as
vicious as you are we would have taken
half the Government tenants out of the
building.

A member Interjected.
Mr. Davies: Why don't you use some

common sense.
Mr. O'CONNOR: I will not ask the

Minister to use his common sense, because
he does not appear to have any. Had we
given a guarantee to the Liberal Party to
enable it to build an office block to accom-
modate the Railways Department, just
imagine the reaction of the Minister for
Railways in having to walk to the Liberal
headquarters to work!I Would he enjoy
seeing his department house there? Just
imagine the reverse, of a Liberal Minister
-and in the future there will be Liberal
Ministers as there have been In the
past-having to go to the Trades Hall
building to visit his department!

Sir Charles Court: And having tea with
Joe Chamberlain.

Mr. Davies: That Is snobbishness com-
ing out.

Mr. O'CONNOR: What worries me is
that this Government is Prepared to do
anything to achieve its own ends, no
matter how unscrupulous it may be.

Mr. Davies: That Is a pretty sweeping
statement.

Mr. O'CONNOR: it Is a pretty factual
statement, and the Minister knows it.

Mr. Davies: It is not true.
Mr. O'CONNOR: The Leader of the

Oppositioin has put up a very good case,
and he has Indicated quite clearly how we
feel about this matter. I was also im-
pressed with the way in which the member

for Wembley and the member for South
Perth handled themselves. In view of the
fact that by the end of this year there will
be In the city in excess of 1,000,000 square
feet of space over and above requirements,
It Is evident there Is no need for the build-
Ing of more office space.

The claim by the Premier that the build-
ing of the Trades Hall project will assist
the bluilding trades Is farcical. Why does
his Government not build something which
is useful and is required? If he did that
he could employ the same number of
people who would be required for the
building of the Trades Hall project; and he
would be providing something that was
not oversupplied-and at this stage office
accommodation in the city Is oversupplied.

The action of the Government is scan-
dalous, and brings extreme discredit not
only on itself but also on the State. Flancy
a Government providing Government funds
for its own political party to construct a
building such as the one under discussion!
As I Pointed out previously, If this was the
only case it would be bad enough; but
there are others.

Let us consider the Yundurup Canals
Project, Some members have contended
that It was the fault of the previous Qov-
ermnent that the project was initiated.
However, we did not give a guarantee, nor
would we have done so had we continued
as the Government. This Is a highly specu-
lative land developmeht project which pro-
Dosed to develop blocks of land that were
said to cost In excess of $10,000. Surely
these blocks would not be suitable for
workers.

Mr. Davies: I cannot imagine your heart
bleeding for the workers.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I happen to be a work-
er, and I can still outwork the Minister any
time,

Mr. Davies: H-ave you an A.W.U. ticket?
Mr. O'CONNOR: No.
Mr. Davies: I thought you did have one

in view of the way you are talking.
Mr. O'CONNOR: I do not have a "sit

on Your bottom" ticket. I have worked,
and worked probably as bard as any mnem-
ber on the opposite side of the House.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Did you get hard
labour?

Mr. O'CONNOR: No, but I can labour.
If the Minister thinks he can do better I
am prepared to take him on any time he
likes. The members of the present Gov-
ernment have been labouring on the Trades
Hall building project for a long time. I
am extremely appalled at what they have
done. I did not believe that Ministers
whom I know well and respect would do
what they have done in this case. I could
not believe that certain Ministers would do
this. I san quite sure some of them com-
prise the minority that voted against the
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proposition. The Yundurup Incident was
anhother scandalous proposition, as is the
hospitals laundry.

Mr. May: So was teCoral Bay propos-
ition,.h

Mr. O'CONNOR: This was a develop-
ment aimed at assisting development in
the north. It was not a, case of giving a
guarantee to apolitical party. It was not as
peandalous as the 'proposition mentioned in
the motion before us.

Mr. May: Not far off.
Mr. 'O'CONNOR: No proposition could

be as scandalous as the proposition before
us. HIowever, the Coral Bay proposition
did not require a Government guarantee
to be given to a, political party. It was a
development aimed at creating a type of
Surfer's Paradise in the north.

Mr. May: You were still guaranteeing
the money of the State.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The people involved in
that Project contributed. a great amount
of money. In respect of guarantees being
given to other projects I would remind
members opposite of the Government
guarantee being given by the, previous
Labor Gbvernment to the Canterbury
Court project in about 1958. Taking interest
and the escalation of money into account.
that property owes in excess of $1,000,000.

Mr,. Davies: -Your Government was go-
ing to sell it to somebody from Singapore.

Mr. O'CONNOR: A proposition was put
before us. I would have been prepared to
sell it and get the State out of trouble.
The Minister has indicated that Canter-
bury Court could now be used as a car park
f or the Trades Hall office building.

Mr. Davies: Anyone working in that
area may use it.

Mr. O'CONNOR: This is a Government
concern, and the Minister has indicated
the Government has taken it over. Here
we find a guarantee of $1.900,000 having
been given for this building, and another
$1,000,000 of the funds of the taxpayers
could be used for housing the cars of the
tenants of that development. Whether or
not a charge will he made for parking I
do not know.

The Government has not done its home-
work on the building project. It has
agreed to give a guarantee without know-
ing the size of the building, the number of
floors, or other details. Words just fail
me. Can we imagine anyone guaranteeing
$1,900,000 for a project, without having
first gone into the pros and cons, without
knowing the size, or whether there will be
one or 20 floors!I All that the Government
knows is that the guarantee is to be
$1,900,000 and the building is to be air-
conditioned.

Mr. Lapham: It does not cost the Gay-
ermint one cent.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The horiourable mem-
ber does not know that this will be so.
What if the project fails?

.Mr. Lapliam: The Government will get
the land and the buildings at an appreci-
ated. value.

Mr. O'CONNOR: How does the honour-
able member know whether or not the
Government will lose? His Government
does Dot even know how many floors there
Will be. All it can say is that a
guarantee of-$1,900,000 will be given. In
this financial year the Government has re-
ceived record funds from the Common-
wealth; more than any previous Govern-
ment of Western Australia has received.

Mr.. T. D. Evans: So did every other.
Stae receive more.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I am talking about
Western Australia. There is a great up-.
surge in the funds allocated to this State.

Mr. T. D. Evans: At least be objective in
what you say.-

'Mr. O'CONNOR:' Does the Minister
want me to talk about Tasmania, or to
continue -to deal with the. situation In
Western Australia?

Mr. T. D. Evans: Speak about the to-
bacco tax.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I think the Minister
agrees that -Western Australia received
more on this occasion than it has ever re-
ceived from the Commonwealth.

Mr. T. D. Evans: More people are also
dying today than ever died before.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Commonwealth
realised the State was being run so badly
it needed the extra money and that is
why we received it. Why did the Govern-
ment not use some, of the money to build
something useful rather than office accom-
modation which is already oversupplied?

This is just a c heap political stunt and
one which will do the Government and
Western Australia no good. I1 believe this
is a criminal Government, because it has
brought certain Hills to Parliament and
when these have been defeated it has gone
ahead anyway and broken the law. This oc-
curred with regard to the hospital laundry.
The Government action is little short of
criminal, because it has broken the law.
I can understand 'why the Government Is
trying to get people out of Fremantle
Prison and why it wants to do away with
hanging. The way they are going the
members of the Government are obviously
fearful they will find themselves in this
unpleasant position.

The Government forgets about the tax-
payer. After all we must realise that when
we talk about the Government guarantee-
ing this project, it is really every taxpayer
in Western Australia who is guarantee-
Ing it. Every taxpayer is liable whether
he be a follower of the Liberal Party, of the
Labor Party, or of the Country Party.

3296



[Wednesday, 13, September, 19'?2) 2

They are all guaranteeing the building
because the taxpayers' money is involved.

Mr. Hartrey: So it Is for everything else.
Mr. T. D. Evans: If called upon.
Mr. Rushton: Party political game!
Mr. Lapharn: Party political game no-

thing!
Mr. O'CONNOR: Let us consider the

power line incident. A number of people
were interested and the indications were
that by the end of the month tenders
would be called for the construction of the
power line.

Mr. May: Where did they get that in-
formation?

Mr. O'CONNOR: Probably from the
Minister. I would not know.

Mr. May: I think you should do some
more homework.

Mr. O'CONNOR: it was a public adver-
tisement.

Mr. May: It said nothing about the end
of the month. I expected the Leader of
the Opposition to apologise for that.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Despite the f act that
those interested have done so much work
on this, the contract has been given to
someone else without tenders having been
called.

Mr. May: At least the work will be done
in Western Australia, which Is more than
your Government did.

Mr. O'CONNOR: If the contract had
gone to others the work would still have
been done in We-stern Australia and the
Minister well knows that.

Mr. May: It could not have been done.
Mr. O'CONNOR: It could.
Mr. May: You have no proof.
Mr. O'CONNOR: I have because I have

spoken to a number of-
Mr. May: You should do your home-

work on this.
Mr. O'CONNOR: The Minister is very

touchy on this.
Mr. May: My word I am, because your

leader told an untruth In Parliament.
Sir Charles Court: He did nothing of the

sort.
Mr. May: You said tenders had been

called and they were not, but you did not
have the decency to apologise.

Sir Charles Court: You did not ask for
it.

Mr. May: You did not have the decency
to apologise.

Sir Charles Court: You should be apolo-
gising to this Parliament.

The ACTING SPEAKER: (Mr. Brown):
Order!I The member for Mt. Lawley.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Thank you, Mr. Acting
Speaker. In the last couple of days I have
spoken to people who have done a lot of

(11Q)

work in the hope of getting the tender,
and had they been successful the work
would have remained in the State. The
Minister is not concerned.

Mr. May: I am very concerned. It has
nothing to do with the calling of tenders.

Sir Charles Court: It says that tenders
for-

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Brown):
order! The Member for Mt. Lawley.

Mr. O'CONNOR: There was a notice in
the paper indicating that tenders would
be called for this.

Mr. May: There was not.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I believe this is the
action of aL feeble Government, a Govern-
ment which is cheating the people and
acting in an extremely shifty manner.

Mr. Brady: Did you say "feeble"?

Mr. O'CONNOR: That is right. It is said
that there is honour among thieves, but
I did not believe we would get this type of
action in a mob of bushrangers.

Mr. May: You would be better in a posi-
tion to judge than others.

Mr. O'CONNOR; Yes, because I have
been dealing with members of this Gov-
ernment. If this were a good invest-
ment no guarantee would be required.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Would you apply that
to Coral Bay?

Mr. O'CONNOR: Generally this is the
case, but Coral Bay was not a Liberal
Party proiect.

Mr. T. D. Evans: No. You are changing
your issues. Would you apply that same
logic-that is, that if the investment is a
good one a guarantee is not required-
to Coral Bay?

Mr. O'CONNOR: Coral Bay turned out
the same as Canterbury Court.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The generalisation Is
not true in all cases.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Coral Bay is not a good
project.

Mr. T. D. Evans: No.

Mr. O'CONNOR: But it was proceeded
with at the time.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Is C.B.H. a bad invest-
ment? That required a Government
guarantee.

Mr. O'CONNOR: That is not bad, but
that is not a Liberal Party or a Labor
Party organisation.

Mr. H. D. Evans: It still required a
guarantee.

Mr. O'CONNOR: As I was trying to
point out, if the Trades Hall project was
a good investment it would not require
a guarantee. It would get off the ground
of its own volition. It has been indicated
that a guarantee will be given, but the
Government does not know the cost of the
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building, the length of the lease, or the
rental. We do not know how long the
Health Department will be there. The Min-
ister will Probably sign it up for 100 years,
or something of that nature.

Mr. navies: It might be 200 years now
you have suggested it.

Mr. O'CONNOR: All these points need
clarification and the information should
be given to Parliament before the project
is Proceeded with.

The member for Fremantle mentioned a
number of buildings in which we had
Placed People from various departments.
I know that employees of the Railways
Department at one stage found their own
accommodation unsatisfactory and the
commissioner accordingly acquired some
accommodation at one of the banks. This
Proved Quite satisfactory; but again this
is not comparable with what we are dis-
cussing this evening.

When speaking earlier this evening the
Minister for Works indicated that '70 per
cent. of the T.L.C. members were also
members of the A.LP. Executive. If I
can read tomorrow's paper tonight, i would
like to quote a brief extract from a letter
by Mr. Coleman, the secretary of the
Trades and Labor Council.

Mr. T. D. Evans: I would like to be able
to read The Sunday Times on Saturday,
too.

Mr. O'CONNOR: So would I. Mr. Cole-
man said-

On behalf of this council I express
concern at the imputations contained
in Your comments (September 12)-

That is the comments of The West Aus-
tralian. To continue-

-on the Government decision to
guarantee a $1.9m. loan for a new
Trades Hall building.

Your statement that "the Govern-
ment has committed a gross indiscre-
tion: it is putting public money at
risk to confer on its political colleagues
-the Trades and Labor Council and
the ALP-a commercial advantage
not extended to private office builders,"
is grossly misleading.

I wish to state categorically that
the TL.C. has no equity in the build-
ing, and will receive no such advan-
tage from the construction of a new
section to the Trades Hall,

The council is not affiliated to the
ALP.-

It does not need to be if 70 per cent. of its
members are on the A.LP. Executive. Con-
tining-

-and has no connection whatsoever
in the planning of the new premises,
nor have we been involved in any
discussions with the AL.P, or the Gov-
ernment on the issue.

When '70 per cent. of the members are on
the A.L.P. Executive and they have
obviously discussed the matter, this state-
ment is just as misleading as the state-
ments of the Premier this evening. To
continue-

Along with other unions we are
tenants in the present building and we
have no say in the affairs of its admin-
istration.

Contrary to your comments on the
likely advantage we may gain from
such a project, the council at this point
of time cannot see how it can afford
to take up residence in the new pre-
mises-li there was room.

Sir Charles Court: They are the impor-
tanit words.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Yes. It appears that
all the accommodation will be taken up by
the Health Department and so on and not
by the unions. The article continues--

Our operations are conducted
entirely on a non-profit basis and any
supposed vested interest lies in the
pockets of the workers we represent.

The workers they represent are guaran-
teeing that money whether the occupants
will be of a commercial nature or other-
wise. The Government has erred to a great
extent in agreeing to guarantee the pro-
ject. A Hill should be introduced to allow
Parliament to decide what should happen
and I do appeal to the Government to
mend its ways and to retract the guaran-
tee it has given to the A.LP. and the
T.L.C.

MR. MENSAROS (Floreat) [12.01 am.]:
As the Premier said, with some apprehen-
sion, we-as an Opposition-have accused
this Government time and time again
of incapability, inefficiency, and of mis-
handling the affairs of the State which
resulted in the mess we are now in.

We have reached the stage where we
have to accuse this Government of fav-
ouritism, patronage, and gross unfairness.
I think these are very kind words to use,
and one has to search for them in order to
try to avoid using what in fact was used
in the example given by the member for
South Perth-straightout dishonesty.

I think the Government is introducing
political actions in this State which, so
far, we have been fortunate to be without.
The Government is introducing something
which we occasionally hear associated with
the United States of America, and I refer
to patronage. The same principle applied
to the Yundurup Canals where a guaran-
tee was given for the benefit of one indi-
vidual developer. In the present situation
the guarantee will be given for the sole
benefit of the T.L.C. and A.L.P. There is
no other conceivable reason for the
guarantee.
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We all know there is always a current
market price for money. Interest rates
vary from time to time. The Government
will favour its own party by enabling
Trades Hall to obtain money at an interest
rate lower than the market price. There is
no other reason.

I cannot see that what the Premier had
to say in his newspaper article is a valid
defence: That the proposed project will
create employment. That is an unsubstan-
tial argument because any building project,
guaranteed or not, will create some sort
of employment.

I am afraid that the writing is on the
wall for the introduction of this type of
favouritism. We have seen many instances
of Potential favouritism and, as yet, they
might have appeared to be mild. I refer,
first of all, to the conditions under which
the maximum earning eligibility for a State
Housing Commission house has been
raised. Houses will now be available to a
greater number of people. I have received
a long reply from the Minister on this
matter, and it is easy to apply political
favouritism within these wide conditions.

Mr. Davies: Are you not reflecting on
the officers of the department?

Mr. MENSAROS: I was referring to the
conditions under which the eligibility will
now be decided.

I repeat: I have a genuine concern for
the Proposition covered by this motion.
The Minister for Police has not accepted
a Proposal for an inquiry into the Police
Force. That proposed inquiry could also
have Implied favouritism towards the em-
ployment of some police officers. We also
see that with various nominations more
and more union officials are appearing.
We have also seen Bills introduced to pro-
vide preference for unionists. All those
things relate to favouritism and I ask:
What is in the future? The future is not
something we can see. In so many in-
stances we are inclined to say, "It could
never happen here."

We could eventually reach the situation
which exists in some other countries. I
saw an example recently in Austria
where the city council is in the hands of
the Socialist Party, and it has been since
1919. Believe it or not, but everybody
knows, only people who can show they
are members of the Socialist Party can
apply successfully for a council house.
There are no other houses because no
Private builder will put up a house where
rents have been pegged since 1919.

These are the things of which one is
justly afraid when one sees a move such
as the proposed guaranteed loan to Trades
Hall (Inc.). The Premier's explanation
which appeared in the paper was a very
weak defence. He said that something like
this had occurred in Canberra and, with
his usual skill, he carefully selected words
to Point out that the Government Provided

the land in that case. However, that is
a ridiculous argument because all land in
Canberra is provided in that connotation.
Every school child knows there is no free-
hold land in Canberra.

The Premier went on to talk about a
Government guarantee in New South
Wales but, of course, that does not even
apply. The Government guaranteed the
proposal but the Premier does not claim
there is any Government tenancy. So, there
is no comparison.

If the instances which the Premier
brought up in his letter to the editor were
as bad as he pictured them, I cannot see
the sense of moral responsibility on which
he based the guarantee for the YundurUP
Canals development. This argument would
result in the logic that two wrongs make
one right. Another defensive action is one
we hear day after day, "You did the same
thing." Even if the instances mentioned
were comparable-and they are not, as has
been pointed out by previous speakers
from this side-this sort of defence is
very childish indeed.

The Government is on shaky ground
when we examine the answers which have
been supplied in replies to questions asked
on this subject. I understand that in
another place questions were simply par-
ried with the excuse that they dealt with
a matter of a private nature. If it is the
attitude of the Government that to use
taxpayers' money for political purposes is
a private matter I do not think one can
comment further on such an attitude.

Why could we not have an answer stat-
ing who was going to give the loan? After
all, the Tiles Office is open to the Public
and as soon as someone takes the mort-
gage the information will be public know-
ledge. So why the secret regarding who
will supply the loan?

I think, however, I understand the
reason for the secret, and I think the ans-
wer is implied in the question asked by
the member for Wembley during the de-
bate today. We all know that unless the
Industry (Advances) Act and/or the Rlural
and Industries Hank Act, be amended no
private moneylender would accept the
guarantee of the Government. The Gov-
ernment knows it has no hope of passing
such an amendment. As soon as I asked
in connection with Vundurup whether the
Government intended to amend the Act
It turned out that the State's own bank
had lent money. So I suggest the same
situation will confront us now because, as
I have said, unless the Act is amended no
private moneylender will take the risk.

Therefore, it will not only be a case of
a guarantee, it will, in fact, be a case of
the people of this State lending the money.
If I am wrong in my assumption I would
have encountered many interjections by
now.
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I think that the motion was worded too
mildly. It was too polite in its condemna-
tion of the Government for its action.
Anyone who has an interest in this State,
and who wishes to uphold our reputation
for fairness in community, political, and
other matters, should come forward and
support the motion as I do.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park-Minister
for Health) (12.10 a-m.): I will not delay
the House for very long this morning, but
I think I should say something about this
subject. There is really very little left to
be said after the Premier's long and excel-
lent speech. He drew attention to some
rather doubtful actions on the part of the
previous Government.

I would not be associated with this
venture if I felt it were doubtful or dis-
honest in any way.

Mr. Rushton: You would have no option.
-Mr. DAVIES: The whole matter has

been debated tonight as if it were a
fait accompli; as if the deal had been
signed on the dotted line; as if a guaran-
tee had been agreed to; as if a feasibility
study for the new building had been com-
pleted:, as if tenants had been obtained;
and as if rentals had been worked cut. In
actual fact, practically nothing has been
done in this regard except in broad outline.

I have entered into the debate tonight
because I am fearful that another building
which appears to be within a hand's grasp
of providing office space for the worst
accommodated Government employees in
Western Australia will be taken from me.
This is my very real concern and it has
been since I walked into the office of the
Minister for Health.

The Minister for Health has a splendid
office, It is big, carpeted, and air-condi-
tioned. It has a "console" air-conditioning
unit which as the Leader of the Opposition
said is probably quite expensive to run.
That office is occupied by the Minister an-
less he is at the offices of the Minister for
Town Planning or Minister for Environ-
mental Protection, respectively. However,
the rest of the office accommodation in
the building is appalling.

Indeed, I walked through the depart-
ment with an officer from the Pire Brigade
recently and he said he would be back on
the Monday morning to condemn the build-
ing. It is a fire trap and needs a tremen-
dous amount of attention. I will not say
that the previous Government did not try
at certain times to right the position.

Indeed the Leader of the opposition has
said that he believes proper accommodation
should be provided for employees. Over
the years there have been a number of
attempts to obtain this proper accommo-
dation. Before I go on to deal with some
of them, I wish to refer to the first part
of the motion. As you know, Mr. Speaker,
it is an expression of concern that the

State Government should undertake a
financial guarantee. The wording prob-
ably should be, "that the State Govern-
ment is even considering a -guarantee"
because that is all it is doing at the pre-
sent time. The Government has told
Trades Hall that if an acceptable pro-
position is available, the Government
would be prepared to provide some kind of
guarantee.

The worst feature of providing a guaran-
tee is that it apparently gives an advantage
to the organisation in obtaining cheaper
money. It therefore probably gives an
advantage which is not available to other
developers. This may be quite true. Unlike
some of the previous speakers I do not
pretend to understand the financial world
thoroughly. I will take the Leader of the
Opposition's word for this.

However, if the Government is to be a
tenant -of the major part of the building
and, because of the cheaper money, the
rents will be cheaper, surely this is exactly
what we should bie aiming at. We should
be aiming to save the Government some
money. I cannot say whether or not we
will be saving money because we do not
know the terms and conditions at the pre-
sent time.

Certain questions have been asked
tonight, Apart from the answers which I
have given in all honesty to the House,
and those which I have given to the
Premier to give to the House, I am sorry
to say that I do not know the answers to
the Questions asked tonight. I only know
we want about 70,000 square feet of office
space and that the building in question
could, in all probability, accommodate the
Public Health Department.

If the building were being erected by
the Liberal Party or anyone at all, I
would grasp at the opportunity. The other
evening I told the member for Wembley of
the four major propositions over the past
12 or 18 months. These are contained in a
file to which I will refer. The first one was
from Be D). J. Cook Investments Pty. Ltd.
which put forward a proposition to develop
a site in Subiaco. My minute reads-

This seems to have a great deal of
merit if the economics are sound.
Would you follow up as a matter of
urgency, please?

I did not care who the owners or developers
were. If the proposition was sound and
the building could have accommodated
the Public Health Department, I wanted
to move in and take the employees out of
the rat hole in which they now work. The
Minister is the only person who is pro-
perly accommodated in the building. That
proposition did not come to pass for a
number of reasons which are mentioned on
the file.

A further proposition camne forward
about developing the site at the corner of
Hay and Irwin Streets, and through that
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complex into Murray Street. The director
of administration sent a minute to me,
as follows:-

I recommend your approval to my
proceeding on this basis.

He was referring to the erection of a
building and certain other alterations. My
minute reads--

Approved-I would like to see the
project proceed with all speed. Work-
ing conditions are difficult in the
existing buildings.

That was in October, 1971, and subsequent
to my concern which I had expressed
Previously. I did not know what would
happen in the future. My genuine con-
cern is reflected on the file at that time.

It was then suggested that accommo-
dation was available in Lombard House.
We got into a car immediately and set out
to inspect it. For a number of reasons
this accommodation, once again, was not
suitable to us. I was disappointed, not
for myself because I have a comfortable
office in the building, but for the employees
who work in rat holes. As I have said the
building could be condemned at any time
by the Fire Brigade. This is my concern.

Dr. Dadour: Why did you not develop
the present site?

Mr. DAVIES: I have invited the member
for Subiaco to come and look at the accom-
modation at any time.

Dr. Dadour: Why did You not develop
the present site?

Mr. DAVIES: The reason Is, we cannot
obtain money from the Treasury. It
would cost $3,000,000 and the money is
not available.

Mr. Rushton: Why not use the laundry
money?

Mr. DAVIES: I will not waste the time
of the House or be sidetracked. I have
substantial arguments for every paint that
has been brought forward. However, the
laundry money is being borrowed by the
hospitals and will be provided on that
basis.

Sir Charles Court: It could be used for
hospitals.

Mr. Williams: If It can be used for a
laundry surely it can be used for an ad-
ministrative building.

Mr. DAVIES: Through lack of effort on
the part of the previous Government, the
laundry position is desperate. It Is just
as desperate as the office accommodation.

Mr. Williams: You have not tried.
Mr. DAVIES: I am trying to get things

done in the two worst areas of the Public
Health Department. This is my concern.
I can see another likely opportunity slip-
ping from my grasp tonight.

I should also like to refer to a six-page
submission by Dr. D. fl. Letham, Physician
in Charge of Occupational Health. He is

concerned at the accommodation. I did
not ask him to do anything about It, but
this report was put on the file on the 30th
December, 1971. It was addressed to the
director of administration. It did not reach
the Minister, Possibly because a certain
amount of shame was felt at what the
report enclosed. Dr. Lethain details what
happened in 1952, 1954, and 1959. There
is certainly a fair gap between 1954 and
1959. He also details what happened in
196?. 1968, and 1970. On seven occasions
in 1970 propositions were put forward. He
also refers to 1971 and to leasing from
private entrepreneurs. The references
once more go back to 1967, 1968, 1970, and
1971. In all these years there were pro-
posals of various kinds. In the final two
paragraphs he says--

What has happened in 57 Murray
Street is that over the last two decades
there have been a continuous series of
moves of members of staff from one
room to another as new staff is taken
on. In 1965 after a considerable de-
lay some renovations estimated at
£14,000 were effected in part of the
building.

Meanwhile staff have been working
in accommodation, especially that in
the buildings situated between the
Medical Department and the Public
Health Department Buildings proper,
which was considered sub-standard 20
years ago!

It was substandard 20 years before, and
employees are still working in it, yet they
are expected to work efficiently. This is
the type of building to which the Opposi-
tion would condemn them if it had its way.
The submission continues--

The consideration which has oper-
ated to withhold reasonable accommo-
dation conditions from the staff in 57
Murray Street has been solely that of
finance. Considerations of comfort, of
dealing with the public in sub-
standard conditions, of overcrowding,
of repeated upheaval, of the inevitable
associated inefficiency, have not com-
manded the attention of the Under-
Treasurer. It is scandalous that such
conditions should be allowed to Pre-
vail in this Public Health Department,
while other Departments including the
Public Service Board and Treasury
have been comfortably housed long
since.

What the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
says is true. An effort was made to improve
the office accommodation but at that time
this must surely have been one of the
worst accommodated Government depart-
ments in the whole of the City of Perth
and it was high time some effort was made.

For this reason, I chased around to pri-
vate developers. For this reason I inspected
buildings that were partly completed or
were being completed, and for this reason
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when this opportunity came to me I said,
"Let us see what we can do with this one.
This in another one." I did not think for
one minute we would not have the motion
that has been moved in the House tonight
but it did not concern me because I was
genuinely concerned about the employees
of the department. We would have been
foolish to think a motion such as this would
not be moved. Indeed, I think the Opposi-
tion has gone off a bit early because had it
held out for a few more weeks there would
have been more details which could have
been argued or which could have upset the
Opposition.

Mr. Rushton: You should have given the
details before you gave the guarantee.

Mr. DAVIES: We have not given the
guarantee.

Mr. Williams: Why did you say this
evening "when the guarantee is issued,"
not "if the guarantee is issued"?

Mr, DAVIES: If the honourable mem-
ber wants to be pedantic about it-

Mr. Williams: The Minister in another
place said tonight, "when the guarantee
is issued," not, "if the guarantee is issued."

Mr. DAVIES: Unfortunately, I think
there is something about referring to de-
bates in another House, but the point will
not be taken because I cannot answer for
him. I do not know where he got this in-
formation. I am stating the position as it
affects ine as the Minister for Health. I
am frightened that the best proposition we
have had for a long time will be lost to
us and that we will finish up in our present
building, irrespective of who the Minister is.

Mr. Williams: Have you tried to neg-
tiate for the 80,000 square feet in Newma
House?

Mr. O'Connor: If you agreed to a guar-
antee it would have been a bad decision.

Mr- DAVIES: I do not know what the
honourable member is talking about. We
know what he would say because he has
political bias, but strange to say I would
not care who was the landlord if I could
guarantee better accommodation for those
fellows working down there. If the land-
lord were the Liberal Party or the Country
Party it would not worry me. I would not
worry about working in John MeEwen
House-or Sir John MeEwen House-and
I would not care about the money going
to a political party.

Sir Charles Court: Not much!
Mr. DAVIES: I wish I had kept an

article that appeared in the magazine
Nation at the time the appeal was going
on. It gave the whole story. I might be
able to find it if I look long enough. We
would then have the truth about how the
-whole proposition was financed and what
was likely to happen as far as Canberra
goes.

Mr, Williams: Would you try to use New-
man House, where 80,000 square feet is
available?

Mr. DAVIES: But not at the right
rental.

Mr. Williams: Have you tried to do a
deal with them at all?

Mr. DAVIES: Yes. I know of the deals
that have been done with another Gov-
ermnent department.

Mr. Williams: What sort of rental did
they offer you?

Mr. DAVIES: It is not as good as what
we are hoping to get--

Mr. Williams: Hoping to get?
Mr. DAVIES: If the deal is not accept-

able we 'will not take it up. Once we de-
cide what we want and where we would
like it, it is then up to the Public Service
Board.

Mr, Williams: You are not dinkum In
what you are saying.

Mr. DAVIES: As we have indicated In
our answers, we request the Public Service
Board to negotiate and It can come back
and say, "This is not a goer," just as it
has come back and told us others are not
goers.

Mr. O'Connor: What rent do you hope
to pay there?

Mr. DAVIES: At the present time, $3.20
a square foot has been suggested for the
annual rental. That is all-in. It could be
reduced but I am not worrying about that.
The Chairman of the Public Service Board
is worrying about that: he has to bear the
brunt of it and make the decisions and
the recommendations to us. I hope they
will be favourable recommendations. I am
not the slightest bit concerned with that
because it Is right outside my department.
I hope the answers to the other submis-
sions I have put up will not be that it is
too dear, or the Government cannot
afford it, or something like that.

It is ridiculous to suggest that the
position in New South Wales is any dif-
ferent from the position that would exist
in Western Australia. I think the Gov-
ernment is entitled to give a guarantee if
it feels that as a result it can get cheaper
accommodation. That Is what I am con-
cerned with. As I understand it, we hope
to consolidate the accounts branch, auto-
matic data processing, statistics, the phar-
macy and poisons branch, the Medical De-
partment administration, health inspect-
ors, and all sections of the Public Health
Department except occupational health,
and including the clean air laboratories.
There are still difficulties in that regard
but we are trying to work them out be-
cause someone has to get off his tail and
do something. According to Dr. Lethamn,
Physician in Charge of Occupational
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Health, the accommodation was outdated
in 1051, and I do not believe it is fair that
people should continue to work in condi-
tions such as those in which our fellows
have been asked to work.

There is nothing dishonest about what
we are doing. The world knows about It,
It has been publicised in the Paper from
the first time it was discussed at the
meeting of the State Executive, and I
understand one of the reporters who goes
down there is a card-carrying member of
the Liberal Party. He knows everything
that goes on; he takes a copy of the
agenda and probably sends it to 1140 Hay
Street. Hie is welcome to it. We have
nothing to hide, We welcome the reporters
and I hope to see the day when the
Liberal Party will do the same thing.

Mr. Graham: It would not be game.
Mr, DAVIES: I can understand that

the Opposition cannot appreciate my feel-
ings for the men who are being forced
to work in shocking conditions.

Mr. Rushton., You can get cheaper ac-
commodation by going out a few miles.

Mr. DAVIES: That is not possible. Let
us talk about it. The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition saw me sitting next to a
well-known Liberal Party supporter at a
luncheon recently. I very much enjoyed
his company. He asked me, "Is it true,
as reported in the paper, that the Trades
Hall building is likely to cost $3.20 a square
foot?" I said, "I understand that is so,
but I know only what is reported in the
paper."

Mr. Mensaros: He said it was $3.60.
Dr. Dadour: That was the figure given

to me, too.
Mr. DAVIES: The honourable member

has better spies than I have.
Mr. Williams: That shows how well in-

formed you are. Do you know the figure?
Mr. O'Connor: He is not telling.
Mr. DAVIES: May I finish my tale?
Mr. Graham: He just dragged it out

of a vacuum.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister

for Heatlh.
Mr. DAVIES: I sat next to this fellow

and he said, "I would like to know how
you do It because we are doing a feasibility
study on a new building down the Terrace
and we do not see that we can supply
accommodation for less than $3.80 a square
foot."

Sir Charles Court: In the Terrace?
Mr. DAVIES: Perhaps I should say on

the Esplanade. We were talking about
$3.20.

Mr. Rushton: You talk about decentral-
isation. It would be a good Idea.

Mr. DAVIES: I will not pay any attention
to the interjections of the member for
Dale, because the answers to his questions
are so obvious it would be an insult to
answer him.

There is nothing dishonest in this pro-
position. The whole wide world kniows
about it. Nothing is organised; nothing
is fixed. I1 do not believe there is the
slightest reason for parts (1), (3), or
(4) of the motion. I believe It is correct
that the Opposition should express con-
cern about the office accommodation of
the Medical Department. The personnel
of the Medical Department have worked
for too long in accommodation which Is
totally unsatisfactory. As I have said, it
is a firetrap and a rat hole.

DR. DADOIJR (Sublaco) (12.31 a.m.]: I
rise to support my leader's motion. I
fully agree with the Minister for Health
that conditions are very difficult at the
Medical Department. This department is
housed in a very old building which has
been allowed to grow up haphazardly, and
Is extremely overcrowded. These condi-
tions have prevailed for some timne but I
believe they have now reached an impos-
sible stage.

About three months ago departmental
officers of the Medical Department were
involved in some hush-hush deals regarding
accommodation. This information came
to light only about a week ago. There
was no consultation with any of the senior
officers of the department. The deal was
cooked up, and suddenly the department
became aware that it was to take over
the proposed new building. However, this
new building will not satisfactorily accom-
modate the Medical Department, and this
is one of the reasons why some members
of the department do not wish to go there.

The department will not be totally ac-
commodated on the spot. We learn that
there is to be a twin building, inter-
coninected, to be built in a few years' time.
I have this on very good authority, and
I believe it is absolutely true.

It is obvious that the department does
need suitable accommodation. It is mostly
the commissioner's fault that the depart-
ment is not suitably housed at the present
time. I say this because the Commissioner
had a dream when he bought St. Ohmia's
Hospital in Rheola Street. He hoped to
buy the whole block and it was obvious
by the answer to a question today that
he nearly does own the whole block.

Mr. Davies: That is for mental health,
not the medical Department.

Dr. DADOTJR: The commissioner Pro-
posed to build high-density accommoda-
tion there, but he did not know the build-
ing code would not permit this. This is
where his dream fefl apart.
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He did not take Into consideration the
necessity for a feasibility study. He went
ahead without consulting anyone.

The Public Service ethics of the officers
of the department prevent theft identi-
fication with any political party. For this
reason they do not wish to move into the
Trades Hall.

The officers of the department have
many objections to this move. The main
objection is that the building will not take
the whole department. The officers in
Rheola Street will remain where they are.
It is Proposed to build a twin building on
the present site in a few years' time.

Mr. Davies: I think this is your dream.
Dr. DADOTIR: It is not a dream, it is a

reality. I think this will eventually hasp-
pen unless we can prevent this Iniquitous
proposal.

I am told that the annual rental of
7,000 square feet at $3.60 a square foot
will amount to just over $125,'000 a year.
The department is already paying out
$37,000 in rental for accommodation In
Private enterprise buildings. One of the
semi-governmental departments under the
Public Health Department accounts for an-
other $6,185 In rent.

I agree that many of the people using
the services of the Medical Department re-
quire privacy in their dealings with the
department. I agree with the Minister
also that the department should be geared
to the Public need.

When I investigated the fiasco of the
Trades Hall guarantee, I stumbled onto
something which I felt I should tell the
House. I have discovered one of the most
diabolical agreements I have ever come
across. This is an agreement between the
Minister for Health and a new company
which calls Itself Western Laboratories.
This agreement takes the cake. It is
Just as bad as the agreement over X-ray
Payments at the Royal Perth Hospital.
I thought the Minister would have learnit
by his Previous errors and would not have
entered Into an agreement of this type.

I will relate the story to the House.
University departments were to be given
a fair amount of the laboratory work from
the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital and the
laboratory section of the Medical Depart-
ment. The laboratories of the Public
Health Department would lose some of
their work. One of the senior doctors de-
cided to resign and he did eventually re-
sign. The commissioner then thought that
the laboratories of the Public Health De-
partment were crumbling under him.

In my opinion it would have been a
good move f or the university to take over
all of this work. It would have stopped
duplication of many services where we do
not need duplication. I will return to this
point in a moment.

Last year $145,000 was collected or paid
to the Public Health Department for
private work referred by private doctors.
This is the only revenue coming into the
laboratory section of the Public Health
Department. The commissioner said that
this money was earned by the efforts of
six or seven of the doctors working within
the laboratory.

The Minister and the commissioner got
together, and this meeting gave birth to a
monstrous scandal. Firstly, the doctors
were offered the right to private practice.
This move was made in an attempt to keep
one doctor who had already resigned. I
do not know whether this is a good thing
or not, but I do know that the subsequent
agreement which was entered into leaves
a lot to be desired.

It was agreed that these doctors were
to receive 50 per cent, of their salary. The
salary of the top man in the group is
$17,400, and this would mean an additional
$8,700.

The Public Health Department then de-
cided to take over the laboratory at the
Osborne Park Hospital. This laboratory
was operated by one doctor who was get-
ting on in years. and one untrained girl.
Two of the laboratory technicians Paid by
the Public Health Department were In-
stalled there.

As I have said, $145,000 was paid into
the Public Health Department last year.
There will be a natural increase of 25 per
cent. this year. There will also be ad-
ditional collections from the Osborne Park
Hospital laboratory. The total is to be
divided equally between the six or seven
doctors in this agreement. It will amount
to $143,000, Plus 25 per cent., plus what-
ever else they can bring in-and believe
me they will be looking for it. These
doctors will still be working in the labora-
tories of the Public Health Department
from 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. and yet under
this agreement they are guaranteed an
income of $23,500 each.

So far only two doctors have joined;
a number of others have contemplated
j oining but have not done so. As I said,
the doctors will be working from 9.00 am.
to 5.00 p.m. as they are at present. They
will work in the Public Health Department
laboratories. It has not yet been determined
whether or not rent will be charged. That
is the beauty of the idea: possibly they
will not be charged rent. So they will use
the Public Health Department laboratory
facilities, technicians, office staff, equip-
ment, floor space, and everything else, and
they 'will be given the right to private
practice.

In my heart I believe this is iniquitous
and wrong. Maybe it would be a good
thing if doctors decided to leave because
they could see the writing on the wall:
then the two departments could be amal-
gamated. We have the Public Health
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Deparment laboratories--a dreamboat of
the commissioner and an empire which he
does not want to give up-and also the
university which I know can cape with the
present load because frequently I have
spoken to three professors who say there
would be no trouble whatsoever.

The money which has been earmarked
for the Public Health Department labora-
tories could be well and truly the start of
a new Public Health Department building
in its present ideal location in Murray
Street, Most of the officers of the depart-
ment-even Horrie Smith, a senior execu-
tive-want the department to remain on
that site. As a result of the fall of the
land It would be possible to provide two
floors for car parking and then floors above
those to house the different sections of the
department. If this were done efficiency
within the department would run high. The
officers are not at all happy about moving
into a building which is identified with
some political party or other.

Public Health Department finances
would be readily available, and the build-
ing could be easily erected. I sam sure the
Treasury would approve. I cannot under-
stand why the only revenue earned by the
Public 'Health Department laboratories-
$145,000 last year-should be squandered
by paying it to private enterprise employees
who will be guaranteed an Income of
$23,500. That is 'very good money for a
nine to five job. I cannot understand why
the Minister has given his blessing to the
proposition.

Mr. Davies: And also the Public Service
Commissioner. You have not got the full
f acts.

Dr. DADOUR: Maybe so, but the Minis-
ter has entered into an agreement which
to mie Is iniquitous, and he has repeated
the same agreement at the Royal Perth
Hospital. It is not even original.

What is the situation of the men who
work in the fields of pathology and bac-
teriology in private practice? I have
spoken to them and I have been told that
over 70 per cent. of their gross income is
expended on the upkeep of their labora-
tories, etc. Yet the men I have mentioned
are likely to walk into these jobs with a
guaranteed income, and I can tell the Min-
ister right now that they will ensure the
guarantee is met. No money will be re-
quired to be paid from the Government
coffers because these men will go for
their lives to make sure that it is not.
I should imagine that without any effort
they will soon be earning $30,000 to $40,000.
instead of the $17,400 they earn now.

I feel very strongly about this because
money has been earmarked for sheer dup-
lication. and it could easily have been used
to build new premises on the present site
where the Public Health and Medical De-

partnents. operate so Inefficiently at pres-
ent. I agree with the Minister in that
respect,

A few months ago members probably
read in the Press that the Perth Medical
Centre requested a new item of X-ray ap-
paratus, to be used for vascular X-ray in
the neuro-surgical section. We are aware
that neuro-surgery will be included In the
Perth Medical Centre. That centre will
become the principal centre for neuro-
surgery, and not the Royal Perth Hospital
as a result of an agreement entered into
in order to prevent duplication.

The Perth Medical Centre was granted
permission to purchase the apparatus and
not long ago a photograph of it appeared in
the Press, and it was stated that the ap-
paratus cost $50,000 or $100,000-1 am not
sure which. The irony of it Is that only four
of these particular machines-it is known
as a Mimer apparatus--are to be found
in the world. One Is in New Zealand, one
is in North America, and one is at Sir
Charles Galrdner Hospital. The fourth is
at Royal Perth Hospital. The hospital
said it wanted the apparatus, and after
a great deal of discussion its request was
granted. So we now have in Perth two
of the tour most sophisticated X-ray
machines in the world. I wonder what the
Treasury really thinks of all this expendi-
ture.

Again, I find that Royal Perth Hospital
requested an Item of X-ray equipment
called a mobile image Intensifier. The
technical adviser of the Public Health De-
partment said that a machine costing
$15,000 would be sufficient to meet present
needs and those for a number of years to
come. However, the head of the particu-
har department in the hospital intends to
hold out until he Is assured of equipment
worth $44,000.

There seems to be no rhyme or reason
in this expenditure and in the duplication
of equipment. Surely we must have the
most sophisticated X-ray equipment in the
world at Royal Perth Hospital. It has
cost hundreds of thousands of dollars, and
it is much in advance of the highest stan-
dards in the world.

I feel the overall picture should be con-
sidered. Instead of backing the T.L.C.
building as the Government proposes, it
should more correctly direct Its money
towards the erection of a new building for
the Public Health Department on Its pres-
ent site.

Mr. Davies: If we had any money I think
we would Put it into the Medical Centre.
That would be all right, wouldn't it?

Dr. DADOUR: Not necessarily- I be-
lieve the undertaking of the Government
is incorrect in principle. I am merely
reiterating what many others have said
tonight; that is. favouritismn is being
shown to a Political body. The Minister
Is using his department to further his own
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ends. I believe that the overall picture is
that not only will the new Trades Ball
building be 2rected, but its twin will be
built alongside it on the present Trades
Hall site within the next two years, and
a further 70,000 square feet will be offered
to the Government.

I believe that if the Government used
its money properly it would have plenty
of finance with which to erect a building
on the valuable site of the present Public
Health Department buildings, The Mini-
ister should consider the overall picture
In Perth at present, and use the number
of beds available to the best advantage.

Mr. Davies: Why hasn't this been done
before?

Dr. DADOUR: I told the Minister why
last year.

Mr. Davies: It has been outdated for
20 years.

Dr. DADOUR: As far as I am con-
cernied it has always been balled up by
one person-the commissioner; the Minis-
ter's dancing partner.

Mr. Davies: You are conducting a per-
sonal vendetta against him.

Dr. DADOUR: I am not conducting a
Personal vendetta against him, the Minis-
ter, or anybody else.

Mr. Davies: I do not mind it against
me, but I do mind it against a man who
cannot defend himself.

Dr. DADOITR: Do not let us go into
that again. I believe the root of some of
our evil lies in the direction I have men-
tioned. If we do not start to clean up
the mess quickly we will find ourselves
further In the quagmire. In view of the
late hour. with those few words I support
the motion.

MR. NALDER (Icatanning) [12.50 am.]:
I support the motion brought forward by
the Leader of the Opposition. I probably
would not have risen to my feet had it
not been for the statements made b3y the
Minister for Health. It was obvious that
he tried to sidestep the issue. He tried to
paint a Picture of the unsatisfactory con-
ditions In the Public Health Department,
and to indicate that the Government had
been forced to make this decision to which
so much publicity has been given.

The Minister for Health wanted to know
why the Opposition was so keen to intro-
duce such a motion, and suggested that
it would have been better for the Opposi-
tion to wait another week or two before
moving it. I would like to point out to
the House that the dogs have been barking
about this proposition all the way down
St. George's Terrace. I have never beard
so many adverse comments on any subject
before. The public is extremely concerned
about the latest action of the Government

and I am greatly surprised that the
Premier should fall for this trick, because
that is exactly what it Is.

In an endeavour to justify the argu-
ments it has put forward in support of
its decision, the Government has tried to
introduce issues indicating that similar
acts have been committed by other Gov-
ernments in the Past. The letter which
the Premier wrote to the Press, high-
lighting the situation of McEwen House
in Canberra, is one of the devious paths
he has followed to convince the public
that the Government's action was justified.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: What!I said was true.
Mr. NALDER: The Premier implied that

the Commonwealth Government had given
the Country Party some land.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: It provided it.
Mr. NALDER: It did not provide the

land to the Country Party under conditions
that were different from the granting of
land to any other body.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I am not responsible
for the inference you draw. Wihat I said
was true.

Mr. NALDER: The Premier Wred to con-
vince the People that the Country Party
in Canberra was given some land for no-
thing. That is what it sounds like, and
that is bow the public In Western Australia
would interpret the letter that was pub-
lished in the Press. There is no doubt
about that.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: How would You know
that?

Mr. NALDER: The public knows that.
Mr. J. T. Tonkin: How would you know

how the Public interpreted my statement?
Mr. MALnER: Because they have been

talking about it.
Mr. Graham: How many?

Mr. NALDER: The Premier is shut up
in his office so much that he does not know
what is going on outside it.

Mr. Lapham: Who constitutes the pub-
lic?

Mr. Hutchinson: All the people.
Mr. NALDER: Many people have con-

tacted me about this latest situation. I
have had more people see me on this sub-
ject than on any other. I have had two
people in my office this afternoon who
brought this very subject to my notice. So
it is a question of any port In a storm so
far as the Government Is concerned. If
it can, it will try to sidestep the Issue.

Mr. T. D. Evans: I would say that this
is a storm in a teacup.

Mr. NALDER: The Interjection by the
Minister for Education is an indication
of what the Government has tried to do.
It has tried to indicate that this is only
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a storm in a teacup when, in fact, the
public is very concerned about what has
happened and also about what IS likely to
happen.

Mr. Hutchinson: Anything can happen
with this Government.

Mr. O'Neil: We have found It is useless
to complain to the Government.

Mr. NALDER: So we. on this side of the
House, have every right to express our
concern when a responsible Government
takes the action it has done in this present
situation. I believe that it is an irrespon-
sible act on the part of the Government.

When the whole position is analysed I
do not think it can be said that the Gov-
ernment has made an honest attempt to
do the right thing with the taxpayers'
money. As a result the public is saying,
"What is the next thing the Government
will do?" The electors have expressed con-
cern and it is high time the Government
took notice of the situation that has de-
veloped over the past few weeks. The
Leader of the Opposition has every right
to bring a motion of this nature before
the House to be debated, in view of the
concern that has been expressed by the
public.

If office space is as scarce as the Min-
ister has said, I suppose it Is commend-
able, if the situation is as bad as that,
that an endeavour Is being made to find
alternative accommodation, especially
when the Minister has indicated that the
officers and staff of the Public Health De-
partment are moving about in rat holes. I
can recall, only a few weeks ago, reading
an article in The West Australian report-
ing on the large amount of office space
that is available in the city, and it pre-
dicted that in view of the building pro-
gramme envisaged, this situation would
remain for some years in the future; that
is, that there would be ample accommoda-
tion for various sections of industry in
the city area.

So if the Government is so concerned at
this very moment about housing the Pub-
lic Health Department under better con-
ditions, it Is rather strange that the Gov-
ernment has not been approached by some
of the private companies that are erect-
ing buildings that would Provide the type
of accommodation the Public Health De-
partment requires. It is surprising that at
least part of the Public Health Depart-
ment cannot be housed under improved
conditions if the statements made by the
Minister for Health are correct, and I
have no doubt they are. Perhaps the con-
ditions of the officers of the Public Health
Department are not as good as those of
some of the other Government depart-
ments when we consider the accommnoda-
tion that has been made available pro-
gressively in the past for such departments.

So although the night is well advanced
I wanted to take this opportunity to ex-
press my concern that the Premier should
publish a letter in this morning's issue of
The West Australian suggesting that the
situation in which the Government has
placed itself is similar to the one that
occurred in Canberra. I think it has
already been said by other speakers that
the finance that was made available for
the erection of MoEwen House came from
members and supporters of the Country
Party and other interested people around
Australia. No Government finance was
advanced to build McEwen House. I have
much pleasure in supporting the motion
moved by the Leader of the Opposition.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Leader of the Opposition) [i.00 a.mn.l:
The Government would not have been sur-
prised at this motion being moved. I
think any Government in the predicament
this Government is in must have expected
a motion of this kind, because it would be
expecting too much of any Opposition and
of the public to allow the Government's
decision in respect of the Trades Hall pro-
perty to go unchallenged. Therefore the
Opposition had a responsibility to bring
this matter to the House.

The fact that the Government was un-
able to muster an argument does not in
any way vindicate the matter; it only
highlights the pertinence of the motion
we have moved.

I will now refer briefly to the comments
made by the Premier. He dealt with Me-
Ewen House, a property in Canberra, and
the Trades Hall property In New South
Wales. In neither case did he break down
the argument of the Opposition In present-
ing this motion. The Canberra property
has no relationship to the type of exercise
the Present Government wants to carry out
in respect of the Trades Hall property,
where it has not only given a pledge of a
big guarantee, even though it is not signed.
but has also committed itself to a very
important leasehold agreement.

I do not know whether members have
done some quick arithmetic, but using the
figures given by the Minister for Health
and without adding any extra charges, the
amount of rent to be Paid Per annumn Is
nearly a quarter of a million dollars-or
to be exact $224,000. We are not playing
with peanuts in speaking about such
amounts. If the saving through the Gov-
ernment guarantee is I per cent., it repre-
sents $19,'000 per annum; and if It is 2
per cent. 'it represents $38,000 per annum.
We Just cannot skirt over this by trotting
out the Canberra case.

The Premier referred to the comments
of my colleague, the Leader of the Country
Party, in respect of the land on which the
Canberra property Is situated. I put it to
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the House quite frankly that anyone read-
Ing this morning's newspaper would
assume from the Premier's remarks that
the Federal Government gave the land to
the Country Party, because he is reported
to have said-

The Federal Government provided
land in Canberra to accomodate a
building erected by the Country
Party.

We need to give a most generous inter-
pretation to read behind the words that
the Country Party actually Paid for it.
In Point of fact the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment made the land available to the
Country Party on the same conditions as
it has made land available to other national
organisations established in Canberra.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: On the same con-
ditions as provided to others?

Sir CHARLES COURT: It is more than an
inference; it is a clear statement by the
Premier that the land was given to the
Country Party. If the Premier did not
mean it that way he should have used
other words, so as not to leave the matter
in any doubt. That land was acquired in
the ordinary course of business, just as
anybody else has acquired land.

Then the Premier moved to the property
in New South Wales. The facts are very
different. First of all, we have a Liberal-
Country Party Government amending an
Act of Parliament, and not doing It by
administrative action, in agreeing to pro-
vide financial assistance to set up the
Trades Hall centre, which is a Trades Hall
complex and not a commercial letting pro-
position. This is entirely different from the
proposition in Western Australia. The New
South Wales proposition was not a Proposi-
tion to let premises to a Government de-
partment, or for isurance companies, or
somnething of that nature. I have enum-
erated the people who have occupied that
building. It was as intended by Sir Robert
Askin to be a Trades Hall centre.

The Premier then moved on to produce
some red herrings. He took us on a very
laborious journey through a file dealing
with quarters for nurses, and endeavoured
to convey that what the Government had
done in conjunction with the architect.
Mr. Krantz, and a syndicate that was in-
terested in this Property was something
in vindication of the action of the present
Government. It has nothing to do with
that; it was not a question of the Liberal
Government doing something for the
Liberal Party. This was a question of try-
ing to find accommodation for nurses at
a time when loan funds were at an
absolute Premium and the Treasury was
doing everything it could to incur rentals
and the like rather than to expend loan
funds in the Provision of Premises.

We also must realise that in those days
we had such authorities as the Common-
wealth Grants Commission operating and

and if we could incur bona fie expenditure
on the revenue side it was of tremendous ad-
vantage compared with the loan side. All
these factors were taken into account, and
it was nothing extraordinary.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: It was extraordinary.
Sir CHARLES COURT: It was an

attempt to preserve the States' loan funds
and at the same time to break through
the Problem of Providing accommodation
for nurses-a problem that was worrying
hospital administrations throughout the
world. In that regard there was nothing
to be concerned about and thene was
nothing mighty to be exposed. What the
Premier attempted to do turned out to
be a complete and utter Oizzog.

The Premier brought out the case of the
Midland Trades Hall and the Department
of Agriculture, but for the life of me I
could not see the reason for the song and
dance he made about this case. The Min-
ister for Works got onto it. To my mind
that was a transaction carried out in the
ordinary course of business. Again it was
not a question of the Labor Government
doing something for the Labor Party. It
was totally different.

This was a building brought into being
because of a switch in properties for the
Purpose of redeveloping an area, and it
happened to suit the convenience of the
Government to rent the property for the
Department of Agriculture. There was no
suggestion of any funds going into a pol-
itical party from a Government of the
same political ilk. This is an aspect mem-
bers opposite seem to have missed.

Our complaint is that the Labor Gov-
ernment is doing something for its political
wing and at the same time its industrial
wing. We have had an admission from the
Minister for Works in a very frank way
that the control of the A.LP. is actually
in the hands of certain people from the
Trades and Labor Council. That is about
the frankest admission we have heard, but
we have always understood that to be the
case. If we look at the list of the A.LP.
Executive members it is obvious this is
the case.

If we go back to the other red herrings
the Premier tried to draw across the trail
in connection with the firm of Jones Lang
and Wootton in respect of the lease-back
proposition, the interjection of the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition was, of course,
right on the ball because the proposition
which that firm put up was one which de-
velopers and financiers would grab with
both hands. Just imagine their reaction
to getting this Government guarantee
through lease-back over 50 years on
a lease-back proposition. There was
one unanswered query and that was
the maintenance of the property. My col-
league asked the Premier to clarify that.
I think he will find this question of main-
tenance was not included, so the developer
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was to get an 8J per cent, guaranteed re-
turn-a nice piece of fixed interest in-
vestment, without any possible risk what-
soever.

To develop some atmosphere the Premier
thought he would trot out something in
connection with myself. I want to tell him
that this particular matter has been
brought forward so often that it Is no
longer news. it was brought up by Jobsons
Investment Digest, but within a few hours
the publishers could not get a retraction
back quickly enough to the solicitors when
they were challenged.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: What part of my
statement do you challenge?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The whole of
what appeared in Jobsons Investment
Digest.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I am not talking
about Jobsons Investment Digest. What
part of what I said do you challenge?

Sir CHARLES COURT: That publica-
tion contained the same information which
the Premier has talked ab out. The T.L.C.
was tipped off and sent a circular out to
all unions, a copy of which came into my
possession. It could not withdraw this fast
enough when challenged.

Mr. J1. T. Tonkin: What part of what I
have said do you challenge?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I will look at
what the Premier has said when I read
Hansard, because I could not find anything
different from what was published in
Jobsons Investment Digest. The publishers
gave a complete withdrawal and offered an
abject apology. Apparently some left-wing
unions took no notice of the T.L.C. and
they used that information in the last
election in the north-west of this State-
and in and around the Geraldton area.

It did not reflect any great credit on te
people concerned. It was only that they
were not worth bothering about that we
did not take any action against them at
the time.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Oh yes!
Sir CHARLES COURT: The simple fact

is that concerning the transactions he
referred to and which involved Kimberley
Finance and Landall, I have no influence
whatever.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You stand to benefit.
Sir CHARLES COURT: How do I stand

to benefit? Apparently the Premier does
not know the structure of the companies.
It is the same situation as when one of
his colleagues years ago questioned some
trusts I had concerning young children.
I gained nothing from it at all, but that
did not stop certain people referring to
some shares in Tomlinsons and some other
company until we were thoroughly sick of
it. This is the depths to which some will
go. People have investigated my affairs.

They have concentrated on them and
looked at them dozens of times trying to
find some skeleton in the cupboard. When
I found one Particular person doing this
I offered to give him the family balance
sheet. There is nothing to hide. Those
getting information for Jobsons and other
people were told exactly the same and
they have never accepted the invitation.

Mr. T. D. Evans: You have probably
plenty to reveal in the balance sheet.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I have nothing
to bide.

Mr. T. D. Evans: I did not say you had.
I said you probably had plenty to reveal.

Mr. Hutchinson: Can we have a look at
yours?

Sir CHARLES COURT: It has cost me a
lot of money being in Parliament.

Mr. Graham: Table yours.
Mr. Hutchinson: Mine would not be as

good as yours, but I would like to see those
of the front bench.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It does not get
them anywhere when people bring up this
stuff.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Don't you start talk-
ing!

Mr. Hutch inson: I know something about
you.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Yes?
Mr. Hutchinson: Yes.
Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I bet You don't.
Mr. Hutchinson: Something you would

not like to be known.
Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Oh no you don't.
Mr. Hutchinson: Yes I do.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir CHARLES COURT: The letter from

the Secretary of the T.L.C. in this morn-
ing's paper is very pertinent. He probably
does not realise just how much he has
touched the raw spot in that letter. It is
significant that he states "if there was
room" in the new building for the unions.
In other words it looks as if the cat is out of
the bag and even more commercial space
than was suspected will be made available.
Some thought one floor and some thought
two flors were for unions, but apparently
from the T.L.C. Secretary's letter it Is
doubtful whether any will be available for
the unions. It Is apparently a straight-
out commercial, money-making proposi-
tion.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That statement is no-
where near the truth.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I do not know-
Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That is only an in-

ference you are drawing.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. O'Neil: He Says the unions would

not be able to afford to occupy the Place
if there was any room.

The SPEAKER: Order!
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Sir CHARLES COURT: The Government
is in complete disarray. 'The Premier has
said that although this guarantee is avail-
able and although there will be this Gov-
ernment lease, they have still not been able
to arrange the finance. That was not the
indication from the Minister for Health
or the Minister for Works.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: What indication did
You get from them?

Sir CHARLES COURT: That the project
could proceed under these conditions, and
the Minister for Health was pleading with
us not to upset it because he wants to get
the office accommodation.

Mr. Davies: I said it is still very much in
the air. You must be fair now.

Sir CHARLES COURT: In answer to
questions in another Place-and presum-
ably the information came from the Min-
ister for Health-it was stated that it is
proposed to secure the guarantee when
issued by way of mortgage over the prop-
erty. There was no question of "if" or
"but."

Mr. Davies: When issued; but when will
it be issued?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I conclude by
reminding the H-ouse of the reasons for this
motion. Here we have Ministers and back-
bench members many of whom are dele-
gates to the State Executive of the A.L.P.

Mr. j. T. Tonkin: I know why it was
moved.

Sir CHARLES COURT: As delegates to
the A.LP. State Executive they are, in fact,
members of the association incorporated
under the name of the Perth Trades Hall
(Inc.) These are the very simple facts.
The Ministers have made the decision with
the full knowledge of that association.

Mr. Davies: I will resign if you like.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Members be-
hind them have concurred in the decision
with the full knowledge of their association
and I believe It is far too near the bone
to be safe for any Government to do this.
I hope the House will agree to the motion.

Mr. Graham: Not so-and-so likely!

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

AyeS-23
Mr. Etaikie
Sir David Brand
Sir Charles Court
Dr. Dadout
Mr. Orayden
Mr. Hutchinson~
Air. Lewis
Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. McPhafllfl
Mr. Mensaros
Mr. Nalder
Mr. O'Connor

Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Reid
Mr. Ridge
Mr. Runciman
Mr. Rushiton
Mr. Stephens
Mr. Thompson
Mr. Williams
Mr. R. L. Young
Mr. W. 0. Young
Mr. I. W. Manning

(Tell"r)

Mr. Bateman
Mr. Bertram
Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Brown
Mr. Bryce
Mr. Burke
Mr. Cook
Mr. Davies
Mr. H. D. Evans
Mr. T. D. Evans
Mr. Pletcher

Ayes
Mr. Coyne
Mr. Gayfer

Noes-23
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hartrey
Mr. Jones
Mr. Lapham
Mr. May
Mr. Mclver
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Taylor
Mr. A. R. Tonkin
Mr. J. T. Tonkin
Mr. Harman

(Teller

Pairs
Noes

Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Moller

The SPEAKER: The voting being equal,
I give my casting vote with the Noes.

Question thus negatived.
Motion defeated.

Points of Order

Mr. O'CONNOR: I want to draw atten-
tion to Standing Order 195 which reads--

No Member shall be entitled to vote
in any division upon a Question in
which he has a pecuniary interest.

On this basis I want to challenge the
right of the Minister for Health to vote.

Mr. BICKERTON: I rise on a point of
order because the honourable member is
out of order. He should be In his own
seat.

Mr. O'CONNOR: One more error the
Minister has made. May I continue?

The SPEAKER: Yes.
Mr. O'CONNOR: I believe the Minister

for Health is ineligible to vote because he
has a pecuniary interest. I say the Minis-
ter has a pecuniary interest.

Mr. 3. 'T. Tonkin: You are talking about
a pecuniary interest in a censure motion.
We are voting on a censure motion.

The SPEAKER: I would point out to
the member for Mt. Lawley that this mat-
er should be raised from his own place
in the Chamber. Members will have to
return to their own seats.

(Members returned to their -own seats
in the Chamber.]

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Mt. Lawley.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I rise on a point of
order, and I refer to Standing Order 190
which is as follows:-

No Member shall be entitled to vote
in any division upon a Question in
which he has a pecuniary interest.

I make this move because I believe the
Minister for Health is ineligible to vote
on the basis that he has a pecuniary in-
terest.

Mr. Davies: I wish I had.
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Mr. O'CONNOR: He is a member of
Parliament and he has the endorsement
of the A.LP. He is a member of this
House from which he obtains his salary.
and therefore he has a pecuniary interest.

Also, as a member of the Executive of
the AL.P. he Is one of the decision makers
in connection with the proposed building,
the profits from which could go to sup-
port him in any future campaign, and no
doubt that will be the case.

Therefore, I believe he has a pecuniary
interest and I believe he should be ineligible
to vote.

Mr. DAVIES: I feel I should say I have
been misrepresented. It is required by the
Australian Labor Party that every member
pay his own expenses, and I do that at
every election.

Mr. Hutchinson: All of your paper
expenses?

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: This argument is so

puerile that one should not waste any
time dealing with it.

The SPEAKER: Order! I have not yet
given my decision on the point of order
raised,

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I am sorry because I
wished to comment.

Speaker's Ruling
The SPEAKER: Before taking into con-

sideration Standing Order 195 we must
refer to the definition contained in Stand-
ing Order 2. which is as follows:-

"Pecuniary Interest" means an
immediate direct Personal pecuniary
interest and does not include such an
interest which is general.

I would point out to the member for Mt.
Lawley, and to members generally, that if
the Minister for Health is to be challenged
on this particular Standing Order then
the member for Avon should have been
challenged several times in this House
with respect to motions under the Bulk
Handling Act, because he is the Chairman
of Directors of Co-operative Bulk Handling
Ltd.

Mr, May: We would not do that.
The SPEAKER: I feel there is no point

of order.

Point of Order
Mr. GAYPER: On a point of order am

I to understand I am being challenged by
the Speaker-

Several Government members: No.
Mr. GAYflER: I do not know why I

have invoked this from you, Mr. Speaker,
when this matter was cleared up In this
House some five years ago.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Perhaps the member
for Avon had better ask the member for
Mt. Lawley.

The SPEAKER: I ruled on this occasion
there is no point of order under Standing
orders. In reply to the member for Avon
I simply pointed out that if this point of
order was upheld then he, in the pest,
would have been out of order in voting.
I do not say that he is out of order now.
I said he was in order, and his case is a
precedent in that respect.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN PRODUCTS
SYAMOL BILL

Council's Message

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it did not insist on its
amendments to which the Assembly had
disagreed.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE H0USE.
SPECIAL

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Premier)
[1.25 am.]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 2.15 p.m. today (Thursday).

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 1.26 am. (Thursday)
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The President (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 2.30 p.m., and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Postponement
THE HON. J. DOLAN (South-East Met-

ropolitan-Minister for Police) [2.38 p.m.]:
I seek leave of the House to postpone the
consideration of questions until a later
stage of the sitting.

The PRESIDENT: Leave granted.

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD
BETTING ACT AMENDMENT BILL

(NO. 2)
Second Readting

THE HON. J. DOLAN (South-East Met-
ropolitan-Minister for Pollee) 12.39 p.m.]:
I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

My colleague, the Chief Secretary, during
debate on the second reading of the Grey-
hound Racing Control Bill, gave an under-
taking that the necessary complementary
legislation to provide betting facilities
would be Introduced.

The purpose of this Bill is to provide
for the handling of greyhound racing
Investments by the Totalisator Agency
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